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EDITORIAL 

Another very successful Annual General Meeting and Reunion has 
been held and in spite of very many other attractions, that were 
taking place on that day , it was most encouraging to see so many 
members present. 

Colonel L. M. Rose, R.R.C., is most sadly having to relinquish 
her office of Hon. General Secretary and we just cannot express in 
words our great appreciation of all her unstinted help and work on 
our behalf during the past eleven years. A very, very big " Thank 
you Colonel Rose". 

We extend a most warm welcome to her successor, Colonel P. C. 
Stewart, R.R.C., who very kindly agreed to take up the appointment 
and whose photograph is on the cover. 

Our very sincere apologies to Australia for the error in adding 
New South Wales to the Victoria Branch. We can assure members 
it was a slip of the pen. 

To all members who received Awards in the Birthday Honours , 
we send our warm congratulations, and good wishes. Also to those 
members who have married during 1969. We hope these members 
will continue their membership and send their new names and 
addresses to Headquarters. 



COLONEL L. M. ROSE, R.R.C. (Retd.) 

An Appreciation 

It was a great honour to have been asked to write a short appreciation 
on behalf of those of us who have had the privilege of serving with 
Colonel Rose whilst she has been Honorary General Secretary of the 
Association-an office she ha s held for eleven years , and is now 
relinquishing. 

Those a lready working at Headquarters were delighted when 
Colonel Rose agreed to serve as Honorary General Secretary
and how right we were! 

The continuity of her service has helped in no sma ll way to ensure 
the security of an "alive and thriving" Association. She has held the 
office with integrity and charm , and has a lways been ready to listen 
and to help with any day-to-day problems that have arisen. There 
must be many occasions when her sense of humour has proved a 
blessing to her , as well as to her colleagues. The hours of time she 
has given on our behalf can only be measured by results, such as 
close co-operation with all sections of membership and a smooth
running office-to mention but two. 

We hope that we shall see her often , but that she will now have 
time for a littl e relaxation. She has our thanks and good wishes. 

E.A.B. 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
A SYNOPSIS OF THE MI UTES OF THE 21 ST A NUAL GE ERAL MEETI G 

HELD ON JUNE 28TH AT THE CAFE ROYAL , LONDO 

Brigadier B. M. Gordon, R.R.C. , Q.H.N.S. , was in the Chair , and 
there were ninety-nine members present. 

Brigadier Gordon opened the meeting by welcoming the members; 
the notice convening the meeting was read and the Minutes of the 
1968 meeting were signed. 

SYNOPSIS OF CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 
The Chairman expressed our irreparable loss in the death of Dame 

Louisa, our Founder Administrator , while suggesting our thankful 
remembrance of her should be shown by renewed efforts to ensure 
the growth and vitality of our Association , and felt these were 
indicated in the Branch Reports this year. 

Membership numbers had risen by 168 at 31st December 1968, to: 
Life members 680, Annual members 1,614; Total 2,294. 

Regular meetings throughout the year were reported for the 
Gazette, Finance and Grants and Central Committees, also the 
annual meeting at Haig House of Branch Secretaries. 

The Chairman said how privileged she was this year , to attend 
meetings of two Overseas Branches, the Victoria Branch in Australia 
and the New Zealand Branch, receiving very friendly hospitality. 
Also from New Zealand , on behalf of Headquarters, a photograph of 
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Florence Nightingale, a gift from the King's Empire Veterans. A 
welcome to the Reunion held here each June, was extended to any 
overseas member who might be in London at the time. 

Gratitude was expressed to all members and Branches for their 
great efforts to raise money and contribute to the Benevolent and 
other Funds , which are so necessary if we are to continue to meet 
the growing need for help-and a worthwhile expression of 
"Friendsh.ip". 

Deaths of 49 members during the past year was announced. 
The pleasure given to the Association by the continued bond 

between serving and retired members was expressed, and the 
appreciation by all of Honours awarded to serving members. 

Pleasure was expressed that Miss D. C. Bridges , O .B.E. , R.R.C ., 
had agreed to become a Vice-Patron . 

Queen Mary's House was mentioned as usual , and the Asso
ciation's grea t interest in the residents there. The separate adminis
tration of that Fund however , was stressed. More vacancies in the 
House have been filled. Unfortunately, another change of Warden 
has become necessary. 

All the Honorary Officers were thanked for their untiring efforts 
on our behalf , and Committee members for their attenda nce and 
interest. 

The retirement was announced of Colonel L. M. Rose from the 
post of Hon . General Secretary, and a very specia l "t hank you" 
accorded her for eleven years unsparing and devoted work. 

TREASURER'S R EPORT 

Presentation of the Audited Accounts 

R eserve Fund 
Apart from Income and Outgoing s in respect of Life subscriptions 

the Income was £365 and the Expenditure £28 l. An excess of Income 
over Expenditure amounting to £84. Don at ions totalled £147. It can 
be seen that without their help we would have had an adverse 
balance. £ I ,OOO of 4½% Defence Bonds were redeemed during the 
year and £1,200 of 6½% Funding Loan 1985/87 was purchased. 

The Central Fund 
In spite of all round increases in the cost of such items as National 

Insurance , travelling , stationery, etc., th e general office expenditure 
only rose by £21 and the total payments by £36. In co me from sub
scriptions at the new rate increased by £166, and we received over 
£100 in donations. There was an excess of Income over Expenditure 
amounting to £92 compared with a deficit of £12 in 1967. Without 
the donation s there would again, have been a loss. I would 
like you to know how much we appreciate both the unexpected 
donation s and tho se we receive regul arly each year by Bankers ' 
Orders. 
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The Gazette Fund 
Subscriptions , at the new rate, resulted in an increase of £282 from 

this source . We also received very generous donations totalling £354. 
The result of this was that we were able to repay £125 of the loan 
from the Reserve Fund , leaving £100 outstanding at the end of the 
year. This has now, also , been repaid. The excess of Income over 
Expenditure was £359 compared with an excess of£ 14 Expenditure 
over Income in 1967. The total deficit was reduced to £200. Thank 
you for your help in achieving this. 

The Association Benevolent Fund 
Income from donations was £37 less than in 1967, but interest on 

Investments was £91 more , and total receipts were £42 more. 
Expenditure was £317 less than in the previous year , but there was an 
excess of Expenditure over Income amounting to £380. £400 of 5° 0 

Defence Bonds were redeemed during the year , and £1 ,350 of 6½0 
0 

Funding Loan 1985/87 was purchased. Again , no interest was 
received from the holding of Southern Rhodesian 4½% Stock. 

The Q.A.l.M.N.S. Benevolent Fund 
fncome remains unchanged , and there was an excess over Ex

penditure of £37. We plan to use this during 1969 and probably some 
of the accumulated Income. We can afford a small excess of Expen
diture provided there is a working balance for use during the early 
part of the following year, as the first interest is not received until 
April. There was no change in Investments. 

The Ethel Harll'ood Trust Fund 
Income was £94 as in 1967. Expenditure exceeded this by £22, 

but accumulated Income covered the excess of Expenditure. Invest
ments remain unchanged . 

The Territorial Army Nursing Service Benevolent Fund 
The balance in hand on January 1st was expended during the year, 

and the Account was closed. The commitments of this Fund are 
now undertaken by the Association Benevolent Fund. 

The Alicia Jones Trust Fund 
Income at £63 exceeded Expenditure by £29. Now that there is a 

working balance the Fund can be used more fully , and we will try to 
do this in 1969. Investments held on behalf of the Fund are 
£1,026 3s. 6d. of Southern Rhodesia 4-½% Stock 1977 /82 and 
£1,811 6s. 4d. of British Electricity 3½% Guaranteed Stock 1976/79. 
No interest was received from the holding of Southern Rhodesian 
Stock. 

Between all the Benevolent Funds the amount spent on grants , 
gifts and visiting was £3 ,973 and the income from investments was 
£1,254. Running costs also have to be met. 

Thank you very much for so generously helping to 'bridge the 
gap'. 
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When sending cheques to Headquarters , whether for donations or 
subscriptions it would simplify the office work considerably if they 
were made payable to Q.A.R.A .N.C. Association and not to any 
particular Fund or Officer-but please state the purpose of the 
remittance in a covering letter , and in the case of donations whether 
for Benevolence, general purposes, Gazette-or if you wish Head
quarters Officers to put it to a Fund most in need at the time. 

Friends Secretary's Repor t 
Brigadier Gordon said all members would be very sorry to hear 

that Mrs Mills had been taken suddenly ill, and had been operated 
on the night before. 

She said the volume of Benevolent work does not change , but if 
anything has increased in recent times. Many Junior members of the 
Association have received assistance. 

A message wishing a speedy recovery was sent to Mrs . Mills. 

ELECTION OF MANAGING TRUSTEES (MEMBERS OF THE CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE) 

Colonel P. G. Bennett , C.B.E., R .R.C. , had agreed to stand for 
re-election as Vice-Chairman , there being no other nominee , she was 
elected. 

Voting took place for three members of the Central Committee , 
a nd of the four nominees the following were elected: 

Major M. Downing , A.R.R.C. 
Lt.-Col. D. Hunt , R.R.C. 
Major V. Lane 

Brigadier Gordon thanked the retiring members for the work they 
had done. 

A NY OTHER BUSINESS 

The President proposed a suggestion made by the Central Com
mittee that we should appoint a Vice-President to whom Hon. 
Officers and Committee Members could appeal for advice. The 
selection to be made by the Central Committee. 

The adoption of the proposal was seconded by Colonel M. B. 
Knee bone , R. R.C., and agreed to by all members present. 

The President thanked the Committees for all the work done 
during the past year. 

The date of the next Annual General Meeting would be June 
20th 1970. 

Colonel Kneebone then thanked the President for presiding at 
the meeting , which then closed. 
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.-------------------------------· 
THE REUNION 

The 24th Reunion of the Q.A.R.A.N.C. Association was held at the 
Cafe Royal , Piccadilly , London , on Saturday , June 28th 1969 at 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

By Courtesy of the N ursing Mirror 
Lt. Colonel E. F. Da vies, Chairman Q.A.R .A.N.C. Associa tion . Brigadier B. M. 
Gordon, Matron -in-Chief . Dame Barb ara Cozens, Colonel Commandant. Mrs. 

D . Soames, Joint Committee of the Red Cros(and St. Johns. 

One hundred and ninety-six members were present and after a 
delicious tea Brigadier Barbara Gordon , President of the Asso
ciation presented the Q.A.R.A.N.C. Association Sports Challenge 
Cup to Lieut. Shorthouse on behalf of Lieut. C. A. Wood. The 
citation read as follows : 

" Lieut. Wood is a keen sportswoman and has been enthusiastic in 
tackling the job of Sports Officer of this Unit. She has given up a lot 
of her leisure time to liaise with the W.R .A.C. and local units to 
provide sporting faci lities and has succeeded in putting the 
Q.A.R.A.N.C . on the map in the field of Sport in Catterick. " 

" The difficulty of maintaining continuity and often poor response 
to an appeal for players did not discourage her and she ha s been 
untiring in her efforts to promote games of various kinds. 

6 

. . . . . -. ' . .... . . . ' - .:. .. - . . ·. . - ..,. ~ , . - :_.-_ . " II 



By Courtesy of the Nursing Mirror 

Colleagues and friends admiring the Cup held by Lieut. Shorthouse , who 
received it on hehalf of Lieut . C . A. Wood . 

"It is entirely due to her lively personality , good humour and 
example that all ranks Q.A.R.A.N.C. in this Unit have been shaken 
out of their lethargy and now enjoy the exercise, companionship 
and competition offered in the field of sport". 

Brigadier Gordon read the gracious reply from Her Royal 
Highness, Countess of Snowdon, to our greetings telegram, and also 
messages from Colonel Pat Brett (New Zealand Branch) and Colonel 
Kitty Blair. 

We were sorry that Dame Helen Gillespie and Miss Roy were not 
present due to ill health , but both are cheerful and send good wishes. 

We missed Mrs. Mills , Friends Secretary , very much and we were 
all very sad to hear that she had had to undergo an operation at the 
Nelson Hospital , Merton , Surrey . A telegram of good wishes and 
flowers were sent on behalf of the Association. 
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A doll-the exact replica of a Q.A. Sister which was made in 
1931 by Miss E. M. Hall , R. R.C.-has been presented to the 
Q.A.R.A.N.C . Museum by the Midland Branch on beha'f of Miss 
Hall. The doll was seen by Queen Mary at Buckingham Palace. 
The Queen was much impressed by the wonderful accuracy of the 
uniform. There is a letter preserved, written by Lady Cynthia 
Colville (then Lady-in-Waiting), stating this. Colonel Esther Somer
ville saw the doll being made. 

By Court esy of the Nursing Mirror 

With Colonel Somerville and Colonel Ro se holding the doll are member s of 
the Midland Branch who brought the doll to the Reunion . 

Judging by the animated chatter a very happy time was had by 
all , amongst whom we were delighted to see Miss K. B. Davies 
from Yorkshire and Miss C. J. Lewis from Wales who never miss 
this occasion, Mrs. Cynthia Giles (nee Murray) from South Africa 
and Mrs. I. Pullar (nee Pickup) from New Zealand. It also gave us 
great pleasure to welcome Mrs. Blundell , Dame Louisa's cousin. 
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NOTICES 

Christmas Parcels are now in the process of being organised. Mrs. 
Mills , Hon. Friends Secretary , will be pleased to receive any gifts 
of food , toilet articles and other small gifts or cash if preferred , 
If cash , please state that it is for Christmas parcels. The receipt of 
a parcel , particularly at Christmas time , gives much pleasure to 
the recipients so plea se send anything , great or small , at an early 
date to the Hon . Friends Secretary , Q.A.R.A.N.C. Association , 
Haig House , 26 Eccleston Square , London , S.W. I. 

* * * 

Field of Remembrance. All members are invited to attend West
min ster Abbey for the dedication of the Field of Remembrance 
and the Army Nursing Services Plot afterwards , where cro sses will 
be planted in remembr ance of our companions who died durin g the 
war. The date is Thur sday , 6th No vember 1969, at 11.45 a.m. 

* * * 
Queen Mary's House Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy Sale 

will be held on 
Thur sday , 11th September 1969 at 10.30 a .m. 

We hope to welcome old friends and new ones . 

Queen Mary 's House , 7 Hollington Park Road , St. Leonard s-on-Sea , 
Sussex. 

* * * 

Royal Herbert Hospital, Woolwich Branch 
September 10th at 8.30 p.m . A talk about her recent tour abroad 

by Lt.-Colonel E. F. Davies , R .R .C., Chairman of the Q.A.R.A .N.C. 
Association. 

12th Novemb er at 8.30 p.m. Mr. Coffer , a senior official of the 
British Legion , will talk about the various aspects of the British 
Legion. 

* * * 

Q.A.R.A.N.C. Museum. All retired and serving members of the 
Q .A.R.A.N.C. are invited to attend the 14th Annual General 
Meeting of the Q.A.R.A.N.C. Museum Fund to be held on 1st 
October 1969 at 14.30 hours at the Q .A.R .A.N.C. Training Centre 
Royal Pavilion , Farnborough Road , Aldershot . ' 

Would members wishing to attend please notify the Secretary 
by 15th September 1969. 
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NEWS FROM BRANCHES 

Northern Ireland Branch 

Corps Day was held on 30th March 1969. Two religiou s services 
were held in the Barrack s at Lisburn. 

Father Beattie officiated at the Roman Catholic service and mass 
was offered for all deceased member s of the Corp s. 

Later a service was held in the recently-built Church of Ireland 
Church which is of modern design . 

Many Association members , some accompanied by their husbands , 
attended. Lt-Colonel Rainey , Matron of 204 Territorial Army 
Hospital , four T.A. Officers and twenty other rank s were also 
present. 

The Rev. Ebbitt conducted the service , in which the collect of the 
Corps was read. Brigadier H. Dry ball, Chief of Staff , read the lesson. 

The collection was in aid of the Q.A.R.A.N.C. Benevolent 
Fund. 

Afterwards a sherry party was held in the Military Wing , Mus
grave Park , Thirty-two guests attended , including the Commanding 
Officer, Musgrave Park, Colonel and Mrs. G. H. H. Dunkerton , 
Rev. and Mrs. Ebbitt , as well as Serving Officers, all Territorial 
Army Officers, Association members and husbands. 

In the afternoon Major Heaney and Mrs. Perrott visited Miss 
Reid in the Palmerston Guest House. Miss Reid , aged 85 years , 
takes an active interest in the Corps. 

The success of the two services and the sherry party were due to 
the efforts of Major M. Heaney, Matron Military Wing , Musgrave 
Park. 

Kent Branch 

On the invitation of Major Maureen Daly we held our second 
Bring and Buy Sale (since our branch was formed in Kent) in the 
Sanatorium of the Duke of York's School , Dover , on Thursday , 
1st May . 

Mrs. Howells, the Headmaster's wife, very kindly opened the 
Sale and in a few well-chosen words she reminded us of the object 
of our Association-that of Friendship. A lovely basket of camelias , 
picked by our Treasurer , Mrs. Claire Heywood from her own 
garden and arranged by her, was presented to Mrs. Howells by 
Arabella Lloyd Roberts , daughter of Elizabeth, one of our staunch 
members. 

One stall was arranged by Col. Ruth Davies and Mrs. Marriott. 
Here they sold everything , from costume jewellery to soap and 
fudge (jolly good!) made by Mrs. Molly Mitchley. 

The other stall was for 'Bottles'. This was very ably organized by 
Major Barbara Norman , Mrs. Betty Comyn s and others who live 
in the Hythe area . We all had great fun . 
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Maureen Daly , aided by her staff, provided a delicious tea con
sisting of sandwiches, scones, cakes, fruit salad and ice cream. 

Everyone felt that this was the friendliest and happiest gathering 
we had had, and I think it is because we are beginning to know one 
another better. I do wish it had been possible for more members 
to join us. 

We are planning our next gathering for Thursday, September 
25th, when we shall meet for tea in St. John Ambulance Hall, 
Canterbury. F.B.C. 

Bournemouth 
Dame Monica Golding presided over the Annual General Meet

ing which was held in March at the Linden Hall Hotel. 
Emerging from this , twelve members accepted an invitation from 

Lt. Colonel Duncan to Q.A. Day at Netley. This is always a star
studded occasion beautifully conducted and a delight to attend. 

The Coach Outing to Sherborne in May deserved stronger 
support but the twenty-one members who made it, will agree it was 
a little gem in itself. 

What made it particularly personal was the gracious reception of 
the party in her lovely home by Colonel Margaret Hey, who lives in 
the Abbey Precincts. 

Helped by her sister and Evelyn Duff, she treated us all to a 
welcome glass of sherry and abundant hot coffee, while we nibbled 
our rations between the beverages. 

Onward for a tour of the Abbey, the history of which was related 
by the Verger who obviously loved his subject and told us much 
extra local lore not found in any guide book. 

The coach took us on to the Castle, once the residence of Sir 
Walter Raleigh and subsequently the Wingfield-Digby family seat. 
So interesting was all this that the party was almost reluctant to 
stop for tea. 

This, too, was no disappointment. No paper cups here but good
looking Poole pottery-no tea bags but the genuine Darjeeling with 
home-made scones and strawberry jam. 

For those who stayed at home I would like to add we were safely 
back in the coach when the monsoon broke. 

It was good to see Victoria Whiteman among us again and we had 
news too of Mrs. Atkinson, who is on holiday in South Africa. 

K. A. TYE. 

New Zealand Branch 
February 22nd 1969. Having just returned home from the Annual 

General Meeting of our branch , I am reminded of the Annual 
Reunion in London , on June 15th, last year, which I attended be
cause , today Colonel E. F. Davies was with us here in Auckland. 

On that June Saturday last year I found my way to the appropriate 
floor of the Cafe Royal at 4 p.m. , mingled with numerous others, 
and finally reached the door of the reception room. Here I shook 
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hands with two people and walked forward into a crowd, not one of 
whom I knew! But, almost immediately , a quiet, kindly voice behind 
me said "You must be Mrs. Ross from New Zealand , we've been 
expecting you and have been watching for you"-Colonel Davies 
will probably never realise how wonderful those words sounded to 
me-I was expected-due , of course , to the great letter-writing 
activities of our Chairman , Colonel M. K. Thomson , to her many 
friends in and around London , no matter! after that , though over
whelmed when asked to stand so that all present might see "the 
member from New Zealand". I enjoyed meeting and talking with so 
many people from all parts of Britain , who seemed interested in 
hearing of New Zealand and who had messages to send to their many 
friends over here. Even three members met in the Piccadilly subway , 
after the meeting , who wished to say "Hello and goodbye" to some
one from this far corner of the earth-more proof , if needed, of the 
spread of Corps members throughout the world , held together by 
the "Friendship" of the Association. 

So, today, when I met Colonel Davies , on the doorstep as it were , I 
was able to say "Ah, Colonel Davies, we've been expecting you", but 
this time I walked into the crowd and knew everyone present! 

It was a gloriously sunny day and we held the meeting at the 
home of one of our members, Mrs. Hilda Paterson of Howick , a 
spacious, lovely house , built nine months ago in an acre and a half of 
gorse and wattle " scrub". Now a garden of lovely green sweeping 
lawns and informal flower beds. Mrs. Paterson is a "natural" when 
gardening , making full use of beautiful gracious native trees, in a 
natural setting, to provide shade for her camelias and rhodo
dendrons , polyanthus, fuchsias, violets and countless other precious 
plants which the full sun here would destroy. Informal beds filled 
with a profusion of dahlias , which are of bush proportions , canna 
lilies , carnations , verbena , to name but a few, and even a dry bank, 
most people would ignore as being hopeless, a blaze of colour with 
various vivid succulents and flowering shrubs-so many varieties of 
flowers and shrubs bloom here at one time , not , as in Britain , in 
seasons. 

And the meeting-everyone enjoyed meeting Colonel Davies so 
much and hearing her say " You know , you are all well known by 
name at Headquarters in London and now , having met you , I shall 
be able to tell them about you personally " . Jt made all present feel 
very much a part of " the Old Corps" still and the little we have been 
able to do to help with funds in London very worthwhile. After 
much talk of many things we regretfully said " Goodbye " to Colonel 
Davies , late in the afternoon-she goes to Christchurch on Monday 
and thence back to Britain. We hope she has a wonderful journey 
home and that the blizzards we read of in her home county , Kent. 
will be a thing of the past when she arri ves. In the word s of our 
Chairman we " wish her very well and hope she will come back again 
or , send someone else soon ". M.M .R. 
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On May 28th , the New . 
Zealand Branch was honoured 
by a visit from Her Excellency , 
Lady Porritt , wife of Sir Arthur 
Porritt , G.C.M.G., K.C.V.O. , 
C.B.E. , Governor-General of 
New Zealand. 

A reception was held in the 
club rooms of the New Zealand 
Retired Army Sisters at Auck
land , kindly lent for the occa- ~ · 
sion. The rooms were attrac
tively decorated with bowls of . : .. , 
pink and white chrysanthe- -·, 
mums and camelias. 

Th t f I h (Froml e/1) : Lt.-Colonel M. K. Thom son , 
e gues O i onour , w O H .E. Lady Poritt , Mr s. S. Ruff 

was accompanied by her Lady-
in-Waiting , Miss Rowena Brassey , was received by the Chairman , 
Lt.-Colonel M. K. Thomson and the Secretary , Mrs. S. Ruff. 

Jn a speech of welcome the Chairman referred to Lady Porritt's 
service in the T.A.N.S. in . 
France , Egypt , Italy and Ger
many during the second world 
war , and briefly outlined the 
activities of the New Zealand 
Branch , the most far-flung of 
the Branches of the Q.A. Asso 
ciation. A spray of flowers in 

1
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grey and scarlet and a copy of 
the Gazelf e was presented by ' 
the Vice-Chairman , Miss 
Monica Thomson. 

After coffee Lady Porritt 't· 
moved around amongst the f 
guests and all members were \ 
presented. A happy, informal 
atmosphere prevailed as rem
iniscences of life and incidents Miss Monica Thom son pre senting Her 
in variou s military hospitals Excellency with a spra y of flower s 
were recalled . 

At the conclu sion of the Reception the Chairman thanked Lady 
Porritt for having mad e the occa sion a red lett er da y in the hi stor y 
of the Branch. 

M.K.T. 
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Victoria Branch 
The presence of Lt.-Col. E. Davies at our December meeting was 

most stimulating and made us all feel that in spite of the distance 
and the passing of the years we are still part of the Q.As. The news of 
the death of Dame Louisa Wilkinson was received with sadness , 
she was known to most of us. 

Our branch of the Association was represented at the funeral of 
Miss A. M. Sage , M.B.E., R.R.C ., by Mrs. M. Shirref s our Hon. 
Secretary /Treasurer , and a wreath was sent on our behalf. Miss 
Sage was the war-time Matron-in-Chief of the Australian Nursing 
Service and was always interested in the Q.As and our doings. 
She died on April 5th. 

The Annual Dinner, which we hold each year about "Anzac" time , 
was held this year at the Returned Nurses Club on April 17th. 
lt was buffet style and a most enjoyable evening. Twenty-two mem
bers and guests were present and our guest of honour was Colonel 
E. M. Doig, R.R.C. , Matron-in-Chief of the Royal Australian 
Army Nursing Corps. 

The trustees of the Edith Cavell Trust Fund which is a fund to help 
sisters who served in the first world war , hold a service each year on 
the Sunday before Anzac Day , to which a representative of our 
branch is always invited to be present and to place a wreath at the 
statue of Edith Cavell , which stands near our Shrine of Remem
brance. The service is held in memory of all nurses who died in the 
last two world wars. Our representative at the service was Mrs. E. M. 
Edwards , our Chairman , who placed a wreath on our behalf. An 
added interest at the service this year was the presence of a relative 
of Edith Cavell who was here on holiday. 

Our next gathering at the home of Mrs. M. Webb , one of our 
members, is to be an afternoon tea-party in July , when we look 
forward to another happy reunion. Unfortunately, several of our 
members live over I 60 miles away , so we do not often have the 
pleasure of their company, although in April three were able to join 
us. 

H. KIRKWOOD 

West Country 
A most successful luncheon was held in Bath on the 7th March , 

this was followed by a meeting - our first busine ss talk on our future 
activities as a branch. 

A great deal of work was done , including our programme for the 
year , and a discussion was held on ways and means of seeking out 
more members from our far-flung pari sh. 

Our next function will be a Bring and Buy Sale on the 15th July , 
and on the 4th October a Buffet Lunch at Pratt s Hotel , Bath , will be 
the order of the day for member s and their friends. 

The Annual General Meeting will be held at Pratts Hotel , Bath , 
on 6th March l 970, at 2 p.m. , followed by tea . 
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Q.A.R.A.N.C. TABLE TENNIS TOURNAMENT 
12th February 1969 

A cold snowy day greeted all guests and competitors as they ap
proached the Q.A.R.A.N.C. Training Centre for the Annual Table 
Tennis Tournament on Wednesday , 12th February 1969. 

Despite the cold weather, there was an excellent attendance by 
competitors and visitors , including two young ladies from British 
Military Hospital, Rinteln. 

They , unfortunately , did not reach the final events , but should 
be given full marks for determination. 

For the first time, a doubles event was introduced into the 
tournament. The preliminary rounds commenced at 10.00 hours , 
with all players participating with great enthusiasm. 

The semi-final event for the Singles Championship commenced 
at 14.00 hours , the final event taking place between W.O. I. Robert
son of the Training Centre and Pte. Gibson of the Cambridge 
Military Hospital. Both finalists played extremely well, but the cup 
eventually went to W.O. I. Robertson. 

The finals of the Doubles Event was between W.O. T. Robertson 
and S/Sgt. Sunley, and Pte . Cantor and Pte. Coombs, all from the 
Training Centre. The eventual winners were Pte. Coombs and Pte. 
Cantor , who fought an energetic game. 

The Director of Army Nursing Services , Brigadier B. M. Gordon , 
R.R.C. , Q.H.N.S. , presented the prizes , and bouquets were then 
presented to Brigadier Gordon and Colonel Thayer , Commandant 
of the Training Centre. 

The day ended very pleasantly with an appetizing and very 
enjoyable tea in the Officers ' Mess. 

ANNUAL CORPS TENNIS TOURNAMENT 
Held at the Q.A.R.A.N.C. Training Centre, Aldershot , on Wednesday 

18th June 1969 
Entries for the above showed an increase on last year and with 
several well-known players entering all was set for an exciting 
tournament. 

Unfortunately , the heat wave of the previous week had passed well 
away from Aldershot and the preliminary rounds had to be played 
on the 17th June in very unfavourable weather conditions. 

The 18th June started off quite well but by lunch time the black 
clouds had returned - play was possible for only a very short while 
from 2 p.m. before tea was finally taken much to everyone's relief I'm 
sure , at 4 p.m. 

Play was again resumed at 5 p.m. but had to be abandoned at 
5.45 p.m. 

One can imagine we were still well behind schedule and time 
very much against us. 
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,------------------· 
The maJonty of guests finally departed around six o'clock and 

l'm sure feeling very wet and cold and a little disappointed at not 
having had the opportunity to show off their fashions to the fullest 
extent , some of which were very smart. 

At 7 o'clock it was decided to finish the semi-final of the doubles 
and the sun did just manage to appear for this short time! 

Thursday proved to be a slightly better day and in fact during the 
morning , between 9 and 11.30 a.m. , when the finals of the doubles 
and singles were played off, it was really beautiful. Obviously by this 
stage very few people had the opportunity to watch these two 
well-played matches. 

The results were as follows: -
Winner of the Medforth Cup (Singles) : 
Runner-up: 
Winners of Gillespie Cup (Doubles) : 

Runners-up: 

Lt. Hederman 
Cpl. Moss 
Major Stewart 
Capt. Steel 
Capt. Fennell 
L/Cpl. Speir 

Our Colonel Commandant, Brigadier Dame Barbara Cozens , 
D.B.E. , R.R.C. , was able to interrupt an official visit she was making 
to the Louise Margaret Maternity Hospital to return to the Training 
Centre for the presentation of the Cups. 

Bouquets were then presented to the Colonel Commandant and 
our Director , Brigadier Barbara Gordon , R.R.C., Q.H.N.S. 

LICpl. Spier, Capt. Steel , Maj . Stewart , Dame Barbara Cozens, Lt. Hederman 
Cpl. Moss Capt. Fennell 
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Q.A.R.A.N.C. SPORTS DAY 
19th June 1969 

Entries for the above were very good . The officers from U. K. and 
B.A.0. R. units featuring well. 

This again was not one of Aldershot's best days , but the rainfall 
during the afternoon was much less than the previous day. 

Preliminary heats were run off in the morning and all was set for 
2p.m. 

Our specia l thanks go to Capt. M. McCafferey , Major Penreth 
and S/ Sgt. Cook from the R.A.M.C. Training Centre , and , of 
course, S/ Sgt. Young and his helpers from the A.S.P.T . for the 
efficiency shown in running the sports . 

Special congratulations go to Q/Pte. Earle from the Cambridge 
Military Hospital , winner of the Victor Ludorum. Jn fact to all 
competitors from this Unit who did extremely well. Even their 
Detachment Officer was not outdone , she took third prize in the 
race for Majors and above! Well done Major Stephenson. 

After another excellent Strawberry Tea in the respective messes , 
everyone moved to the gymnasium where Dame Margot Turner , our 
Colonel Commandant (Designate) , presented the prizes. 

Bouquets were then presented to Dame Margot Turner and our 
own Commandant , Colonel H. C. Thayer . 

R.A.M.C. /R.A.D.C. SWIMMING GALA 
12th/ 13th June 1969 

Congratulations go to all Q.As taking part in thi s ga la. There are 
four events which Q.As can enter and these are as follows: 

I. Q.A.R.A.N.C. ALL RANKS 66J YARDS FREESTYLE 
Winner Q / Pte. Stewart Time 47.4 sec. 
Second Lt. Cawdrey Time 48.5 sec. 
Third Q/ Pte. Phillips Time 54.5 sec. 

2. Q.A. R.A. N.C. ALL RANKS 66-i YARDS BREASTSTROKE 
Winner Lt. Yates Time 1-6.8 
Second Q/Pte. Phillips Time 1-8.9 
Third Q/ Pte Cresswell Time 1-9.4 

3. Q.A.R.A.N.C. ALL RA KS 66} YARDS BACKSTROKE 
Winner Q/Pte. Connor Time 56.0 sec. 
Second Q / Pte. Stewart Time 58.0 sec. 
Third Lt . Cawdrey Time 59.5 sec. 

The fourth event, the Inter-Unit Relay , was cancelled. We 
obvious ly have swimmers to be proud of and it is hoped that these 
people will continue to train in their respective Units. 
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FOOTSTEPS RETRACED 

It was twenty-three years since I had left Hong Kong on board the 
Empr ess of Australia , one of the very battered group of H.M. Force s 
remaining there , after nearly four years of Japane se occupation. We 
were going home , and I thought with fervour -" ! never want to see 
this place again". 

I had reckoned without the spell Hong Kong can set upon one , and 
gradually I knew I must return. This wa s not possible until after 
retirement, when generous friends said -" Come and stay with us". 

So in October 1968 I entered the wonderful harbour once again , 
standing on the bridge of M.S. Servaask erk a small Dutch freighter. 
It was a strange sensation to slip through Lei Yue Mun Pass and see 
it all spread out before me. The same hills , and the sunset was 
beginning to flare across the sky just as f remembered. But there was 
something odd about those hills! - what were all those buildings at 
their base? - huge blocks of flats I was told , housing up to 5,000 in 
each. When more level ground was required for building , some of the 
hill was knocked down , dropped into the sea , and there was re
claimed land , soon occupied! As we moved slowly in, [ saw factories , 
warehouses , and at the city centre , offices, hotels , banks and civic 
buildings, all rising incredibly high. 

I picked out a familiar string of lights , the old B.M.H. , now used 
as a school I learned , and determined to take a closer look. 1 did one 
day , and was glad children were to have this site , one of the best in 
the Colony , and soon to be redeveloped for the Island School under 
the English Schools Foundation , to take 1,200 pupils. I wandered 
through the old wards and verandas , seeing them as I had last in 
1942, and remembering those I knew there. Looked again at that 
glorious view of the harbour from Bowen Road - and was reminded 
time does not stand still , for all the trees had grown so much higher. 

Another day, Rae and I revisited Stanley, where we had been 
interned together for three years after leaving Bowen Road. St. 
Stephen's , " Block I O", where we were housed was once again a 
school. Children 's voices and laughter rang through it. (l wonder if 
they ever found our calendar drawn on the walls of our cubicle , 
with an appropriate line of a song for each month?) We followed the 
footpath , quite unchanged , to the old cemetery , now one of the two 
War Cemeterie s in Hong Kong. This old burial ground is full of 
history , for it was first used in 1841. for soldiers and sailor s, their 
wives and children who died by the hand of "Ye Pirates ", or from 
"Ye Fever " in the earlie st days of the Colony. Ju st 100 years later , 
others who died defending it , or during the year s of enemy occu
pation, were buried beside the pioneers. A Sister of the Q.A.T.M.N.S. , 
R.A.M.C. Officers and men , V.A.Ds , patients , friends and comrades . 
We had always known it as a place of quietness a nd peace , and that 
air remains , as in the larger War Cemetery at Sai Wan. 
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It was difficult however to look backwards for long for Hong Kong 
has rushed forward. I had the impression of a thrusting, thriving 
growing place , where development has been enormous since 1945. 
Stop to think how practically everything in the Colony is new since 
then, and how approximately four million people now Jive and work 
there , while refugees continue to arrive from China , and the magni
tude of the achievement becomes apparent. 

J recognised names of streets, but very few of the buildings in them. 
I looked for the shops, dark and mysterious , where we had hunted 
for treasures and bargain s, but they were gone to make way for 
the new ones , bright with neon lighting and modern show cases, as 
in any big city. Gone for the most part the Eastern dres s- the long 
grey gown for clerks , and the cheongsam (which had such charm) for 
women - for the young people in the towns now choose Western 
dress. Gone the coloured sails on the fishing junks, they now have 
engines to power them. Much that was picturesque ha s gone , but 
so have beggars in any number , and those who appeared to live on 
the pavements. 

There are new roads , new towns , new factories giving employment 
to thousand s. Industries range from ship-building to the making of 
artificial flowers with textiles as the main one. In the light airy Tai 
Ping Carpet Factory , the most beautiful woollen carpets are hand 
woven to the customer 's designs and colours , and sent to all parts of 
the world. A greater selection of vegetables and flowers are now 
grown in the New Territories. 

Children , it seemed , were everywhere, going to and from school all 
day , for schools work three shifts a day to cope with all their pupils. 
Jn their white scholar's clothing they looked well dressed and happy. 
More and better food is building healthier and bigger children, 
industrious in their studies, and with games now having a part in their 
lives , a change indeed , for J recalled few Chinese children playing. 
All ages now join in traditional sports and recreations , including 
swimming. 

I visited the new British Military Hospital, a very modern building 
standing high over Kowloon city, and was given a warm welcome by 
the Matron , Lt-Colonel Jose Paris and other old friends. Attended a 
service in the restored St. John 's Cathedral on Remembrance Sunday. 
Went up in the Peak Tram to the summit and watched the lights come 
on below , looked down on the harbour from the 25th floor of the 
Mandarin Hotel , and spent an afternoon with Anne Gregan (nee 
Lieut. Burman) in the old fishing village of Aberdeen. 

Five weeks passed too quickly ,a nd once againlwas on board ship 
and sailing from the harbour. It was after sunset , as I stood for an 
hour and watched the lights fade into the distance , and knew how 
true had been that promise-"A million lights shall glow". Knew 
too , that although 1 might never again set foot there , Hong Kong 
would always hold me in thrall. 

E.F.D. 
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MY REGULAR COMMISSIONS BOARD 

After a very plea sa nt train journey through the Hamp shire and 
Wilt shire countryside, I climbed off the train a t the small , grey 
station of We stbury. I was not the only one, r became engulfed in a 
horde of males and females making a dash for the coach waiting 
outside. Even though it was a rainy and miserable day , my first sight 
of Leighton House , where the Regular Commissions Board is held , 
was a pleasant one. 

We were shown to our rooms by a very " motherly " sergeant and 
told to meet back in the entrance hall in 15 minutes. I shared my 
room with a girl who had recently arrived from Jamaica , so there was 
lots to talk about. On our beds were " bibs" with numbers on the 
front and back. We were told to wear these at all times. We were 
then shown to "o ur" Mess and greeted with fresh tea and " home
made " cakes. During this break the Lieutenant-Colonel in charge of 
our group gave us an informal talk on the function of the Regular 
Commissions Board. He told us to relax , forget the people watching 
us and enjoy ourselves. 

After tea we were shown to our "headquarters" where we did our 
paperwork. Here we met our group leader , a Major , who reminded 
us that the Board wanted to see us as we really were without any 
falseness, so we must relax. Documentation was first on the pro
gramme , followed by an intelligence test and a current affairs paper. 
Before dinner we were asked to write an essay on one of a range of 
subjects. 

By 7 p.m. we were very hungry. Dinner was serve d in the Mess. 
The food tasted like home-cooking and the men who waited on us 
were always willing to provide something different if the menu was 
not appealing. Thi s was the first time we met the male candidates. 
There were 23 of them and nine of us. After the dinner there was 
coffee in the lounge. There was a bar in the Mess and if we did not 
feel like talkin g there was the tele vision , billiards , table-tenni s and , 
of course, one could always go into the town of Westbury. After a 
tiring day , we were all glad to see our beds. 

We were wakened at 7 a.m. with the clanging of a bucket of tea in 
the corridor. After a large breakfa st , we reported to our classroom 
for further tests on a variety of subjec ts- geography , history , 
arithmetic and science ; and , of course , a nother intelligen ce test. 
After a very welcome coffee break, we changed into some rather 
inelegant, but very funny , track suit s. Our next task was a group 
one. We h ad to pass from A to B over certain obstacles , using 
certain equipment (which we had to carry with us) and without 
touching the forbidden ground. The aim was to plan and then see how 
quickly the team could do it. lt was fun , but rather ner verack ing . 

After a quick change into our own clothes , we reported back to 
our headquarter s for a discu ssion gro up. This was very intere sting 
with everybody having a chance to voice their opinion on anything 
from the immigration to equal pay for women. 
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Lunch was delicious and always followed by a cup of coffee and a 
quick look at the daily papers. The Major-General, who was 
President of the Board , greeted us after lunch and explained a little 
more to us about the Board. Next were our interviews with a 
Brigadier , a W.R.A.C. Colonel and the Education Officer. We were 
asked to talk about ourselves and express our views on certain 
aspects of the Army. By 5 p.m. we were free to change for dinner. 
Another evening to compare notes and funny incidents with our 
male counterparts. 

Our first task on the third day was a group project. We were given 
a situation and asked how we would solve it. We then discussed it 
in a group and explained to the Board our reasons for our answer. 
By this time we were used to our Board of eight or more officers 
who always attended our tasks. 

Into our track suits again for our individual obstacie races. The 
object was to get oneself over as many of these obstacles in a certain 
length of time. It was certainly a challenge and one tended to forget 
how narrow the beam was, or how high the platform. After another 
fast change , it was time for our "chairing" of a committee meeting. 
We were all in turn given a problem to bring to the committee, 
which we had to solve between all of us. There were many interesting 
problems and solutions. Because there were so few of us (there are 
usually l 8) and we had finished our programme for that day, we were 
allowed a free afternoon. The more energetic walked to the White 
Horse , whilst the others lazed around recovering from the day 's 
labours. 

Our last day was rather grey , but it was cheering to know we had 
nearly finished. After another group task in the gymnasium, we had 
a farewell speech from the President of the Board who wished us luck 
in the future and told us not to be too despondent if we failed the 
Board. We would receive our results by Saturday morning. After a 
quick coffee , exchanging of addresses and the saying of good-byes, 
we were despatched to the station. 

We were all very tired , but felt we had achieved something because 
we had battled and overcome all the tasks given us. We all decided 
that we would not have missed coming on the Board, but we were all 
glad to be going home for a rest. 

A DAY TO REMEMBER 
Queen Mary 's House looked its best for the visit of H.R .H. Princes~ 
Margaret on 21st March 1969. 

The visit was to be an informal one but there was nothing informal 
about the preparations. The Warden and her staff were indeed busy. 
The Q.A. flag was much in evidence , the red carpet out and the front 
lawn had had special treatment. 

We did appreciate the gesture of the neighbours who flew a large 
~nion Jack on the day. There were some lovely floral decorations 
111 the House and everyone was dressed for the occasion. 
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Princess Margaret , dressed in a turquoise wool dress and tunic , 
arrived from the station accompanied by Dame Barbara Cozens 
and Col. Carroll. They had been greeted by the Mayor of Hastings , 
Mrs. V. M. Jones, who also came to tea. 

Col. M. I. Silverton, Chairman of the House Committee , and the 
Warden , Mrs. M. Haz zard , were presented to H.R.H. and also 
Mrs. M. I. Silverton , wife of the Chairman. A bouquet of pink 
rosebuds , white freesias and white heather was presented to the 
Princess on behalf of the House by Mrs. W. E. J. Beeching , after 
which members of the Executive Committee from Headquarters 
and the House Committee were presented. 

The Chairman and Warden accompanied the Princess on a tour of 
the House where she saw some of the Resident ' s rooms and the 
kitchens where she spoke to the Staff. 

Everything interested the Princess , especially the furniture and 
other gifts presented to the House by King George V, Queen Mary 
and other members of the Royal Family. 

Tea was arranged in the Drawing Room for H.R.H. , the Residents 
and some of the guests , but first she was asked to sign the new 
Visitors' Book presented to the House , part of a gift in memory of 
"Major Julia Mary Woods, Q.A.R.A.N.C. , 1968". This she did. 

Princess Margaret chatted to each Resident and some of the 
guests while having tea. 

During this interlude tea was served to the other guests , who made 
a colourful picture in the dining room. 

Seldom , if ever , has Queen Mary's House had so many dis
tinguished guests to tea in one afternoon - it was quite delightful. The 
only regret was the unavoidable absence of Brigadier B. Gordon who 
takes such an active interest in Queen Mary 's House and its residents. 
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The Princess did not appear to be in a hurry to leave but at last we 
had to wave goodbye. 

The interest , easy relaxed manner and charm of the Princess. 
impressed everyone and made the visit certainly one to remember. 
The Chairman , Warden and helpers must be satisfied that their 
efforts were so well worth while in making the " Day " the success. 
it was. 

A copy of a letter received from Kensington Palace is printed 
below. 

KENSINGTON PALACE , W.8 

Dear Colonel Silverton , 

I am bidden by Princess Margaret to write and tell you how 
delighted Her Royal Highness was to have the opportunity of 
visiting Queen Mary's House on Friday. 

Her Royal Highness was truly impressed by the happy atmosphere 
at the Hou se and by the cheerfulness of all the residents. It also gave 
the Princes s great pleasure to be able to meet some of the people 
who contribute in so many different ways towards the smooth 
running of the Home. 

The Princess was very glad to be able to tour the House , and was 
particularly pleased to see that work is going ahead on the Warden's 
Cottage. 

Yours sincerely , 

LADY-IN-WAITING. 

Colone1 M. I. Silverton , O.B.E., T.D., Q.H.P. 
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LETTER FROM DIXIE 

About fifteen years ago there was a popular American vaudeville 
song called Nothing Could be Finer than to be in Carolina in the 
Morning. It was never " Top of the Pops ", as this did not exist in 
those days , but the catchy tune was played so much on the radio that 
soon it became one of the best remembered songs of my childhood. 
As more States and countries produced national ditties , I wondered 
how much these places lived up to their charms as depicted in the 
songs. Some countries are not accorded due credit for their beauty , 
whilst other songs exaggerate to the point of creating a bright , almost 
Utopian impression of the rural or urban delights of their subjects. 
So when I flew out to South Carolina , U.S.A. , last April , I was some
what curious to see how the State compared to the image of its 
popular song of all those years ago . 

But first, a little history and geography of this old, but relatively 
small State. 

The first English colony in America , at Jamestown in Virginia, 
was 56 years old when , in 1663, King Charles JI approved and gave 
the Charter for Carolina to the eight English noblemen who were to 
sail out and settle the twelfth of the original thirteen States. Although 
intended to be one State , geography and the desires of the people 
determined the course of Carolinian history , and from the first few 
days of its history the colony divided naturally into two parts: North 
and South Carolina . The southern section proved to be more attrac
tive to settlers from overseas. Through the seaport of Charles Town 
(named after King Charle s I[ and later shortened to Charleston) 
settlers of many different faiths from many different nations passed 
on their way to new homes in the New World . There were Anglicans 
and other religious groups from England ; Scots in considerable 
numbers; French Huguenots fleeing persecution in France ; Germans; 
emigrants from the West Indies; and, as the years passed , growing 
numbers of Negro slaves. Many of the settlers managed to build 
large and prosperous rice planatations on the rich coastal lowlands , 
and tobacco plantations further inland on the drier Pine Belt , while 
King Cotton flourished across the whole State and was for many 
years the most important ubiquitous crop of the entire five States 
of the Deep South. 

South Carolina, together with Alabama , Georgia , Mississippi , 
and Florida, forms the area popularly known as the Old , or Deep 
South - a title which to many Europeans at least , conjures up 
images of the singing cotton-picking Negro , black Mammy , tobacco , 
rice and cott0n fields , luxurious Georgian-styled man sions , Joseph 
Chandler's Brer Rabbit , slavery and all its adherent miseries and 
consequences, and last but not least , the setting for Margaret 
Mitchell 's novel Gone With the Wind, the film of which I believe is 
again on release in Britain , and still drawing enthusiastic audiences 
here in the South , despite the almost thirty year s which have elapsed 
since its first premiere. 
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At Fort Sumter , situated on a small island far out in the harbour of 
Charleston, there were fired in 1861 the fatal shots by the Confederate 
Army of the South against the "Yankees" , or Northern Army, 
which finally kindled the long smouldering hostility between North 
and South into the fire and fury of the American Civil War. 

As for wildlife, South Carolina, like most States now , is fairly 
tamed. Pumas are found only in the more northern states and the 
only animal of any real menace is the uncuddly black bear found 
with the almost equally uncivilised Hill-Billies of the mountain 
areas , whilst the fairly extensive swamps along the coastal plain 
are the home of the sluggish alligator (now protected by law from 
evil-minded bag and shoe collectors in an effort to stem the steadily 
dwindling numbers) and who, unlike his man-eating cousin the 
crocodile , makes quite an amiable household pet until he becomes 
too ungainly for the living room or no longer willing to share the 
bathwater. (l have heard reports of people in the big cities who , 
finding no way to get rid of their overgrown pets and too far from 
the coast to return them, have resorted to flushing them down the 
toilets and drains.) In addition to the much-molested alligator , one 
must beware of the uncommon, but nevertheless deadly , rattlesnake 
who also likes this part of the world, particularly the warm, dry 
wooded areas and old deserted and not-so-deserted plantations . 
Wood and garden animals I have so far spotted are fairly similar to 
those of the British Isles, whilst the birdlife provides a constant 
source of colour and interest. The most conspicuous birds are the 
Cardinal and Blue Jay; the former being a bright scarlet and the 
latter a bright blue-they are both about the size of a magpie. The 
equivalent to our song-thrush is the Mocking Bird , a friendly , 
cheeky little songster of light brown , sporting one white band across 
his back and wings , who earns his name by imitating the songs and 
calls of a number of other local birds , and who can enchant me for a 
whole morning by sitting on the fence nearby and launching himself 
into an endless song of warbles, whistles , trills and melodious 
refrains , stopping only occasionally to stretch himself by flying to a 
tree or fence on the other side of the garden , there to continue where 
he left off. 

I arrived out here the week following the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King , when racial disturbances were at their height 
across the nation. News of the riots and virtual civil war in Washing
ton D.C. prompted my mother to insist I stay inside the airport , 
for I had to change flights there. As we landed at Washington I 
noticed a thin wisp of black smoke rising here and there from the 
capital , but everyone in the Airport appeared relaxed and talkative , 
so I put this down to the excessive smoking habits of the natives and 
enjoyed an uneventful ten minutes strolling about in the sunshine 
outside the Airport , from where I was able to catch a glimpse of the 
C_apitol building , its dome rising above the horizon as St. Paul's once 
did before the City planners were permitted to build around it the 
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big glass boxes that now almost asphyxiate Christopher Wren's 
masterpiece. My arrival in Columbia , the State capital of South 
Carolina , came in the middle of a curfew , for this State, like all 
those of the Deep South , is predominantly Negro. Columbia is 
usually fairly peaceful as far as racial violence is concerned but at 
that time the local police were taking no chances , and the week long 
9 p.m.-6 a.m. curfew was a successful preventative measure (if one 
can overlook the destruction by arson of part of the local University, 
an act later unofficially attributed to the white students of the 
University). 

But whatever the impression given by the restrictions of the 
curfew on that first night of my arrival , it was quickly brushed from 
my mind by the view that met me the following morning when I 
stepped outside. For I had arrived in the middle of the Deep South 
Spring, a stimulatingly beautiful phenomena which seems to flash 
by , for from the first opening of the deep pink and white blossoms 
of the dogwood trees and the cerise blooms of the huge azalea 
bushes, it is a pitifully short three weeks before they fall, almost 
overnight it seems , leaving the countryside bare and colourless, save 
for the fragrant yellow jessamine and magnolia trees , until the golds 
and bronzes of the fall bring the country alive again. The dogwood 
tree , incidentally , is similar in size and petal formation to the 
blossoms on our own apple tree , and is to be found at least once in 
every Southerner's garden. Jn the area where I am staying, the roads 
are wide and tree-lined; the houses are one-storied, new and ramb
ling; the front gardens (called 'yards') are long , unfenced, well 
tended and of a rich green. Every 'yard' has its quota of dogwoods 
and azalea bushes and , looking down the length of one of these 
colourful sideroads in Spring, dotted here and there with an ancient 
Negro gardener slowly (so slowly) raking the fallen blossom petals 
off the well-mown lawns, one has the feeling of seeing the world, 
this world anyway, literally through rose-coloured glasses. It is 
rather sad that the most pleasant part of the year in the South, both 
colour and temperature-wise, must exist for only three of the year's 
fifty-two weeks. 

The Americans of the Deep South are different to those of the 
North, for here the climate mellows their temperament and thus, to a 
large extent, their character. Jn temperatures like those experienced 
this August (when the mercury was persistently above the I 03 °F mark 
in mid-afternoon and around 99 °F at 11 p.m.) a Southerner would not 
have survived had he attempted to keep up with the self-destructive 
pace of his northern brother. The winters are mild , too , and so the 
Southerner is slower , milder and much more easy-going an indivi
dual; characteristics which together with the long distinctive 
Southern drawl , gives a false initial impression of amiable laziness. 
But beneath this regional veneer is a brain as sharp and capable as 
that of the more openly ambitious and materialistic , but less 
sophisticated northerner. 
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Although European events do not feature prominently either on 
radio or in the local press (and when such minor news topics are 
reported they may often appear on the sports page alongside the 
results of football or baseball teams with such dignfied names as 
Chicago Cubs , Atlanta Fliers , San Francisco Giant s, Los Angeles 
Dodgers and Cincinatti Bearcats , as did the recent sale of London 
Bridge to Arizona), individual Americans always display con
siderable hospitality and a genuine interest in Britain and, in fact, 
sometimes show a deeper knowledge of our history than many of us. 
Strangely enough , many Americans have difficulty in localising 
the various European accents, and already I have been asked if I am 
German , Swedish or French, much to my amusement. One bright, 
crewcut and owlishly spectacled student who engaged me in con
versation in the tomb-like silence of the reference section of the 
Public Library , was so pleased with himself for localising my 
wuntry of origin at his first attempt that he over-reached himself by 
adding that he was sure I was British because he " recognised the 
Cockney axscent". Not being a Londoner I was not aware that my 
accent was such and my only reaction to this was to indicate the 
'Quiet , Please ' sign above his head and quickly disappear. However , 
the biggest howler so far came from a bright little ten-year-old girl 
whose poise and self-confidence does credit to one of twice her years. 
Not having reached the European stage of history at school, all she 
knew of England was that it is 'foreign' and 'wet'. But even so, I was 
completely taken aback when one afternoon she said to me, "Hey, 
I can speak a few words of French and Spanish , so say something in 
English and see if I can understand you!" After recovering my 
composure I asked her what language she thought she was speaking 
and she replied "American". I lost no time in telling her that she 
spoke English , but only with a heavy American accent, for which she 
was not responsible. The revelation genuinely surprised her but , 
needless to say, did not upset her composure! 

A pleasant and friendly custom of Southerners in shops and homes 
is the parting remark "Come back and see us" , in stores this is 
usually preceded by " Thank you for shopping with us" and de
livered with an ear-to-ear toothpaste smile. These parting shots , so to 
speak , can leave the customer with a slight warmth rarely experienced 
in European stores. On the other hand , such a phrase in an establish
ment where negligent service has been given (a rare occurrence) 
gives the customer a wonderful opportunity to voice her feelings by 
replying " Not likely" or " No thank you". I have never needed to 
make such a rejoinder, but have heard disgruntled motorists mutter 
similar replies at filling stations (garages) where attention has not 
been very quick in forthcoming! 

. Speaking personally, my main dislike of the South is its diet , which 
is a considerable drawback as I have always taken a great interest in 
my meals . The traditional dish of the Old South is fried chicken 
and white rice, hamburgers and, inevitably , steaks. Here the chicken 
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is fried , in separate pieces , in a shallow frying pan and served with 
white rice , black-eyed , red , sweet potatoes and lumpy , greasy old 
gravy-all swilled down by large glasses of, horror of horror s, iced 
black tea. (Southern chickens have , it seems , never known what it is 
to be roasted and so have missed much in death.) Many people I 
know exist from day to day solely on fried chicken and rice , steaks 
or hamburgers , the latter usually warmly wrapped up in a salad coat 
and padded with 'french fried' (chips). How I long for ye olde 
Englishe roast beef or home-cooked steak and kidney pie! 

The food has taken longer than anything else to get accustomed to , 
and I only survive by begging local British friends to bring me back 
a supply of tea when they visit their families a t home ; and if and 
when this source of supply dries up I shall either set up my own 
one-woman tea plantation or flee north. 

Going westwards, next door to South Carolina is Georgia , the 
sta te capital of which is Atlanta , about 250 miles from Columbia. 
Apart from having been burnt to the ground by Sherman 's invading 
Northern army in the Civil War (an act still keenly resented by 
Southerners even today) and being the setting for Gone With the 
Wind, Atlanta is also of significance for being the birth place of 
Coca-Cola (the following is not a commercial!) Coca-Cola was 
originally the invention of a druggist , one J . Pemberton , born in 
Georgia and who moved to Atlanta to live in 1869 (four years after 
the end of the Civil War). Here he began making a Coca-Cola syrup 
in 1886, mainly as a 'pick-up ' for people suffering from too much 
bourbon the previous night. The drinking habits of Atlanta mu st have 
declined , for in 1887 he sold his interests to a group of druggi sts for 
$ 1,750; one of these druggists was A. G. Chandler, who by 1891, 
had bought all remaining shares and rights in the company. The 
phenomenal success of the drink in the next twenty-five years was 
due exclusively to Chandler, and in 1919 he sold the concern to a 
syndicate headed by a Georgian financier named Ernest Woodruff. 
In 1923, Woodruff's son became president of the company and 
'Coke' was on its way to becoming an international as well as 
national phenomena . Woodruff became the richest man in Georgia , 
and in the late 1960s was estimated to be worth more than $ 100 
million, a fairy-tale climax for a beverage which started life as a 
syrup mixed in a three-legged , iron pot , stirred with an old oar , in 
the shabby backyard of a druggist. 

The source of another internationally-known American idea lies 
nearby , in northern Florida , about four hundred miles south-west. 
Here, through the ancient pine and oak forests , flows one of the 
world's best known rivers-the Suwanee River. Composer Stephen 
Foster , a northerner from Pennsylvania who had never seen the 
river , saw it mis-spelled 'Swanee' on his map , and despite his un
familiarity with the region and the stream, managed to capture its 
tranquil mood in both the music and the words of The Old Folks at 
Home. Despite its fame , the Suwanee retains its old slow-movin g 
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charm. There are only seven towns along its 250 miles length , and 
none of these exceed a thousand inhabitants . 

The points of interest in the South are as numerous as in the north, 
the difference being that here people and places are of more historical 
significance ; the people of the South are as warm and intelligent as 
their northern brothers , and the Southern countryside, although 
uninteresting in the immediate area, passes through seasonal spasms 
of beauty which must surely equal, if not surpass , any thing seen in 
the cooler northern regions. The words of the vaudeville song about 
South Carolina were written, I feel, by a patriotic Carolinian , and 
certainly composed before the giant, endless State highways cut 
across and scarred the natural charm of the land. But , although I 
look forward to moving on and seeing the breath-taking natural 
wonders of the mid-West and West next summer , I shall take with 
me a warm memory of the mellowed Old South , where the fresh 
Spring dogwood blossoms burst upon the dull , winter-weary 
countryside, the song of the mocking bird tempers the burning 
summer's day , and the autumn sky at dawn is of the deepe st gold 
l have ever seen. 

T. D. CARPE NTER 

SCRAP LOG 
(Some Nava l Signals that have been recorded from time to time) 

From extremely fuss y destroyer flotilla captain to destroyer 
about to go to sea for exercises: 

" How long do you expect to be after leaving harbour? " 
From destroyer: 

"3 10 feet as usual ". 

* * * 
When the New Zealand cruiser Be/Iona was preparing to sail for 

U.K. for the Coronatior.. in 1953, it was decided that as many young 
ratings as po ssible should go in her. New Zealand Navy Board 
made the following signal: 

" Ratings drafted to Be/Iona for passage to U.K. should be vice 
trained men " . 

* * * 
An aircraft was towing a drogue target down a line of cruisers who 

~e re firing at a target with A.A. armament. Suddenly a shell burst 
111 front of the aircraft. The pilot immediately broadca st by radio 
telephone: 

"I am pullin g thi s -- thing, not pushing it". 

* * * 
~dmiral Lord Charles Beresford, as C.-in-C. Mediterranean, was 

flymg his flag in H. M.S. Buhrnrk , anchored off Corfu. Some mid ship
men from the flagship were picnicking on a neighbo urin g island on 
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which there stood a German convent. As no boat arrived to collect 
the midshipmen some of them , who were due back on board , 
stripped and swam off to the ship. Some nuns from the convent were 
horrified and reported the matter to the Kaiser, who was in residence 
at his palace at Corfu. 
From His Imperial Majesty to Commander-in-Chief: 

"I am sorry to inform you that the nuns on the island of ... have 
been shocked by the attire of some of your young officers this 
afternoon". 
From C. -in- C. to His Imperial Majesty: 

" The incident is greatly regretted but your Majesty is misinformed 
on one point. The young gentlemen in question had no attire". 

* * * 
From C.-in-C. Portsmouth to Admiralty , repeated to C.-in-C. 

Plymouth , C.-inC . Nore, C.-in-C. Rosyth : 
" Reference Admiralty message ... a chaotic situation has arisen 

WRENS are not allowed clothing coupons on the assumption they 
receive uniforms , but there is no uniform and over 1,000 WRENS in 
the Portsmouth Command are still in plain clothes. At some estab
lishments new entry WRENS are now working in bare legs to save 
their pair of stockings for walking out. In due course a large number 
of WRENS will be working in a state of nature which on man y 
grounds would be undesirable . .. " 
From C.-in-C. Plymouth to C.-in-C. Portsmouth : 

"Suggest you apply for fighter cover". 

OVEN CLEANING MADE EASY 
To keep it like new , just mop out your oven with a solution of 
bicarbonate of soda. This should be done while the oven is still 
warm. Do not wash the solution off as this protects the surfaces. 
Repeat each time after use and you will find that stains wipe off 
easily. 

Persistent mark s may be rubbed off with a little bicarbonate 
powder on a damp cloth. The treatment will give a smeared ap
pearance but it takes the drudgery out of oven-cleaning. Try it. 
It' s magic! U.D. 

LOURDES 
Lourde s one hundred years ago was a little country town hidden in 
the foothills of the Pyrenees. Today it is one of the best known towns 
in the whole world. 

Visited by representatives of every race-because the Queen of 
Heaven appeared eighteen times to the none-too-bri ght child called 
Bernadette. 

Exhorting her to pray and do penance for sinner s, She exhorted 
her to tell the priest to build a chapel , so that people will come on 
pilgrimage, bathe in the waters which flowed at Bern adette's touch. 
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Today the town is full of bustle. Millions of people come to the 
Grotto , where there is religious fervour , the sick if not cured learn 
tranquility of heart-the healthy receive great grace and are grateful. 

In 1957 the Forces International Pilgrimage was begun and has 
continued since. It is an impressive and moving experience to see 
soldiers , sailors and airmen of many nations gather together with a 
common and spiritual motive. 

This manifestation is hoped will give world unity and peace. 
C .M.E. 

ST. PAUL'S YOUTH PROJECT 
About 18 months ago the Dean of St. Paul's Cathedral started to 
organize a Youth Project to show the public the various aspects of 
youth today. Among the exhibitions were the Girls ' Venture Corps , 
the Chelsea Art College , and Oxfam. The medical side was repre
sented by the Territorial and Army Volunteer Reserve Blood Supply 
Unit. As the T. & A.V.R. had no permanent female nurses available, 
the Commandant of the Q.A.R.A.N.C. Training Centre was asked 
if two recruits could be excused duties for a week to assist at St. 
Paul's. 

Being two of the older recruits of our intake we were picked to go . 
We had only been in the Army for six weeks and were full of 
enthusiasm. The object of the project was to try to get members of 
the public to give blood. To interest them in this we were mainly 
blood grouping and then persuading them from there. On the 
average , four pints of blood were taken daily , and approximately 
80 blood groupings carried out. 

The blood was shared among several large London hospitals 
including the National Heart Hospital. As a point of interest one of 
the Officers in the T. & A.V .R. is a haematologist, and was in 
attendance at the heart transplant of Frederick West. It was interest
ing to find how varied the civilian occupations of the T. & A.V.R. 
members were. These ranged from a policeman to a casino owner , 
all from different parts of the country , and yet they all gathered 
together to work as a team with one aim. 

The public also differed a great deal but mainly in their attitudes 
towards the work in progress. Some we found were regular blood 
donors and almost knew the routine better than we did. Others , 
although envious and wishing to be helpful were diffident and in a 
faw cases apprehensive. A few of the number who had their blood 
grouped we found afterwards were trained nurses , which led to a 
certain feeling of being spied on. 
. We both feel we gained from the week , learning something 
interesting , and having our first taste of assisting in the nursing field . 
Accommodation provided was extremely comfortable and we were 
lucky to enjoy transport to and from St. Paul's every day. 

3 I 

S. M. A. PETCH 
D. M. F. SHAKESPEARE 



NEWS OF MEMBERS 

Miss Loughron, one of the two first world war members , Victoria 
Branch , cannot attend meetings now , as she is disabled following an 
accident. She now lives at the Grace McKellar Horne, Geelong , 
Victoria. The latest news is that she is able to get about a little in a 
walking frame. 

Miss Poole, the other veteran, is fairly well following major surgery 
last year. She is able to live alone again in her cottage in the country 
and hopes to be at the Reunion Dinner. 

Mrs. Giles (nee Cynthia Murray) now lives in Johannesburg, her 
husband has an appointment at the Rand Club. They are in the U.K. 
on leave until the end of July , the first time for twelve years. The 
photograph below was taken on the H. M. H .S. Sornersetshire in 1941, 
somewhere in the Middle East , names given , can you recognise 
anyone? 

H .M. H .S. Somersetshire 
Back Row L. to R. Flora McDonald , M. Evan s, F. Sheargold , Norton , ? M . 
Bevan Hulton , H . Hitch , Saul, Norbury , Matron To wnsend , Foster , C. Murra y, 

(Self) 1941, Somewhere in Middle East. 
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TOUR OF NEW ZEALAND SOUTH ISLAND 

1st May. 9.35 a.m. Geraldine . 

Set off after a feverish packing session for an 8-10 days' trip to 
Queenstown, Te Anau, Manapouri and Dunedin. Fine but cloudy, 
Kitty drove. The drive to Fairlie very pretty but no sunshine. Poplars 
turning but very slowly, rather disappointing. After Fairlie it 
improved all the way to Tekapo. Fine but low cloud most of the 
way , but after the McKenzie Basin , the trees got steadily more 
lovely. Lombardy poplars, spreading poplars and willows chiefly. 
No sign of Mt. Cook. Stopped for a picnic lunch at Omarama. 
On through the Lindis Pass, road much improved since last time, 
mostly sealed. Stopped to have a cup of coffee by Lindis river. 
Willows glorious. Shortly after crossing Clutha river stopped to buy 
fruit, good-looking peaches. Later on Kit took a photograph of 
poplars , and the blue hills. Pisa Range , by-passed Cromwell, and on 
through the Kawarau Gorge, river green and deep looking, lovely 
poplars at every bend. Arrowtown looking lovely , sun came out for a 
few minutes and we took a couple of photographs. Motels here most 
unhelpful. No Doggies: the fear of Hydatids seems to be very real. 
Kitty got cross and referred to them as a lot of B's ! I had visions 
of us being sued for abusive language. However , eventually we 
found this one, Lake Hayes Motel, very nice 7.00. Katy allowed 
in after a lot of persuasion. Lake Hayes looking very lovely. Weather 
forecast not too good but we have high hopes , plan to stay here two 
nights - three? 

2nd May 

A most comfortable night , clear morning but cloud came down very 
fast. Lake Hayes a little gem. I took a photograph. Lovely reflec
tions. At Queenstown , it inclined to shower. Took Katy for a lovely 
run in the gardens , very beautiful trees turning. Lots of poplars 
everywhere turning deep orangey yellow , all along the lake front. 
Decided to do a trip in the chair lift. Almost perpendicular ascent in 
a httle box with two young men. The lake spreading out at our feet 
,~1th mountains all around. The sun actually came out , a wonderful 
view. As well as the lake , a wonderful view back along a wide valley 
full of sunlight and colour of trees far away down. Almost as lovely 
as the lake if not as lovely. Came down to earth and had a picnic 
lunch by the lake. We then went on a launch trip on the Lake. 
Lovely at first then the rain came and poured. Went ashore at 
Walter Peak Station and it just bucketed. W .P.S. has been bought 
by a _Welshman , a millionaire , who is making a very high-powered 
tounst resort out of it , lOO-bed hotel and a woolshed for dances 
and barbecues. A pretty old white house which is beingturned into 
a museum , but for us it just never stopped raining. There were 
lovely old trees and pretty gardens. 
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3rd May 
A gloriou s morning , Lake Hayes looking perfectly lovely. We 
left for Te Anau at 9 a.m. and had a beautiful drive, the Lake, 
Wakatipu looking blue and lovely and the mountains perfect. 
Very little snow, but lots of poplars and willows, beautiful orangey 
colourings. Went straight through Te Anau as fast as we cou ld. 
Kitty drove. Decided to go straight on to Milford as the forecast 
said fine today but rain tomorrow. Had a picnic lunch just outside 
Te Anau and then on. 18 miles of sea led road then metal , full of 
potholes and very loose metal. Much worse than I remember from 
the last visit. Clouds getting steadily lower , bush very dark and 
dreary. Very disappointing drive through the beech forest and 
Eglinton Valley. Kitty very disappointed in the scenery . The Milford 
road was ghastly , fu ll of potholes and loose metal repairs. I suppose 
after floodings of heavy rain. Clouds lower and lower , couldn't see 
a thing of the lovely mountains. We decided to press on through and 
to stay this night at the A.A. Hostel at Milford , which we heard was 
open. Just before the Homer Tunnel low cloud came right down 
and comp lete ly obscured all scenery. The tunnel was very dark and 
full of mist , out on the other side , clouds right down and only the 
road visible. Surface here sea led and much better. Arrived at 
Milford at 3.30 p.m. Collected some petrol , found A.A . Hostel was 
closed. So had a cup of tea at the car park. No coffee. Sandflies. 
Called at Milford Hotel with a view to spending the night there but 
No Dogs : I tried to persuade Kit to stay for a night and come on by 
bus , the next day , but she would not , preferred to brave the awful 
road and go back to Te Anau with me. So off we set at 4 p.m. 
The road was deadly and we saw a Kea at the roadside just before the 
tunnel entrance. Got back to Te Anau at 6.20 p.m. and went to X.L. 
Motel , the same one I stayed at in December 1966. But it was not 
nearly as nice , rather grubby in fact. But warm and cosy and TV . 
Spent two nights recovering from the awful M ii ford trip. 

4th May 
Rose late and after lunch drove to Lake Manapouri and found no 
launch trips available , very disappointing , I felt sorry because I 
cou ld have been more enterprising and found out what was on 
before going to Milford , but we had a good walk. Lovely beech 
forest. Back to Motel. 
5th May 
Sunday. Packed up and set off for Jnvercargill at 10.35 a.m. A lovely 
bright sunny morning. The drive to Lumsden through lovely rolling 
sheep country , then on ot Jnvercargill. Gradually the mountains 
were left behind. Low rolling hills flattening out toward the coast 
and ending in river swamp lands. Decided to go to Oreti Beach for a 
picnic but missed the road and found ourse lves driving for miles 
a lon g the Oreti river , through sand dunes , covered with Lucerne 
and sma ll pine forests. Came to a sign for Oreti , head south , and 
decided to press on , eventua lly came to large Stop sign just before 

34 

. ·.. . . . . . .. . . . . - :.. . . ~ . - ..,. ~ '·- .. _,-_ . . . ... 



the beach , but there were many tyre marks , and it looked sound , so 
clever me drove on and then when I tried to turn got stuck in the 
sand. Fortunately , a nice young man and his wife arrived and helped 
to dig us out, a great struggle and Kit was rather upset by it all. 
Eventually we had our picnic lunch. Came back to Jnvercargill and 
looked for a Motel, no joy at Mitchell's Motel. So tried the Earnslow , 
where a most understanding proprietress allowed us in and Katy too. 
Good shopping place , and very pretty public gardens. Kitty phoned 
Mrs. Pullar and we are going there on Tuesday after lunch. 

6th May 
Slept till 8 a.m. after being rather disturbed in the early a.m. 

Set off for Bluff at 1.30 p.m. , l 7 miles from Invercargill. Wet , dull 
and cold. A purely loading port , all the fishing boats in port due to 
bad weather. Looked for ocean beach , but only found a rocky 
promontary with sign post to London , New York , etc. Took a 
photograph of it. Drove back to lnvercargill and had lunch at 
Chelsea Tea Shop. Very pretty decor , blue and white. Drove out to 
Oreti beach , very strong cold southerly wind blowing and big sea 
running. A long flat beach very exposed. Seaweed. I forgot to say 
Bluff is almost entirely freezing works , phosphate works and chilling 
factory , and fish , of course. Tried to get some oysters on the way 
back and eventually managed to do so. The weather perked up and 
we came home to tea. Saw an old house being demolished by a 
bulldozer. Rather sad. [nvercargill full of really old wooden houses. 
Came home to Motel and cooked our meal. Both writing furiously 
till bed time. 

7th May 
Left Invercargill for Dunedin. Lovely drive up until we turned off to 
find a beach for Katy , then road poor , narrow and very winding 
going on and on - turned back to main road after picnic lunch. 
Arrived in Dunedin but to the wrong road , so rang up Pickles 
(Mrs. Pullar). She and Alan came down to meet us and lead us home 
up the hill and such traffic , nice to arrive. House cold. Next two days 
~riving around the area , saw an Albatross alight on the hill near the 
lighthouse. We were only about 20 yards from it. It was only a baby, 
but looked nearly as large as a sheep , only like an enormous duck. 
Port Chalmers a lovely landlocked harbour. Dunedin a very strong 
Sc.ots flavour , reminded me of Edinburgh. Grey stone buildings . 
Kitty got two lovely sheep skins. 

Pickles took us to see Larnock's Castle. Nothing to recommend it 
except a lovely view. We both found Dunedin very cold and I came 
home on the 9th. Leaving Kitty to follow after a few days with the 
Pullars. 

O~r two trips , North Island and South , were over 3,000 miles 
dnvmg and this did not include the sea crossings between the 
island <;! 

H.P.K.B. 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST 

Miss Elsie Crowe was in Nigeria when the Civil War started and she 
had to leave. Now she has returned with two other nurses to work 
with a Quaker Medical Team. Miss Crowe , who trained at York 
County Hospital and during the war served with Queen Alexandra' s 
Imperial Military Nursing Service , has gone to Nigeria under the 
auspices of the Friends Service Council which has had a relief team 
out there since October. 

Last copy of the "Mosquito" has been received and contains many 
interesting accounts of event s, etc. , during the Salonika Campaign. 
This has now been forwarded to the Q.A.R.A.N.C. Museum. 

Queen Alexandra Day 
The following message was sent to Her Royal Highness the 

Princess Margaret , Countess of Snowdon , Colonel-in-Chief Queen 
Alexandra ' s Royal Army Nursing Corps on the occasion of QueeJ::J 
Alexandra Day: 

" The Colonel Commandant on behalf of all ranks of the 
Queen Alexandra Royal Army Nursing Corps , presents her 
humble duty and most loyal greetings to Her Royal Highness 
the Princess Margaret , their Colonel-in-Chief , on the occasion 
of Queen Alexandra Day , 27th March 1969" . 

The following reply was received : 

Dear Brigadier Gordon , 
Thank you so much for your letter of the 25th March and for 

the message which you sent to Princess Margaret on the 
occasion of Queen Alexandra Day. 

Her Royal Highness has asked me to send a message of her 
warm appreciation to the Colonel Commandant and all ranks of 
Queen Alexandra 's Royal Army Nursing Corps. 

The Colonel-in-Chief was most happy to receive this message 
and bids me thank you for sending it. 

Yours sincerely , 
JULIET SMITH 

(Lady in Waiting) 

THE VICTORY EX-SERVICES CLUB, LONDON 
HISTORY 

The Past 
The Victory Club has a great history , having been founded in 1907 

by Major Arthur Haggard with the assistance of Mr. Jame s A. 
Malcolm. Since then it ha s welcomed 1,000 ,000 Ex-Service Men 
and Women. Three time s blitzed in World War If , it never failed 
to carry on-a fine record. 
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The Present 
The present Club premises are in Seymour Street, Marble Arch 

and were opened in September 1948. Since then a large Memorial 
Wing has been built and there is now accommodation for about 400 
members including 59 double bedroom s for married members. 
The Club offers membership to Ex-Ser vice men and women (and 
their wives and husbands irrespective of whether or not these 
spouses ha ve served in the forces). The Memorial Wing ha s the large 
Carisbrooke Hall and also smaller rooms available for reunions 
and other functions. 

The Future 
From the above it will be seen that the Council , thanks to the 

generous support which has been given , have been able to provide the 
accommodation which was so urgently needed to meet the require
ments of members. 

It now remains for all Ex-Service men and women to support 
their club by becoming members and telling their friends of the 
unriv alled facilities the Victory Club has to offer. 

StR WINSTON CHURCHILL'S MESSAGE 

" This Victory Club for Ex-Service men and women given by the 
Nation as a memorial to fallen comrades and as a tribute to those 
who returned , stands guardian of the common treasures and 
memories of friendship and brave deeds " . 

SUBSCRIPTION 

Annual Membership Fee £ l I Os. (April I st-March 31 st in any year) 

Lif e Membership £21 

Intending members are advised that Release Documents are required. 

ACCOMMODATION 

The Club ha s almost 300 bedrooms , including 59 double rooms for 
married couples and can accommodate about 380 members. 

PRICES (per night exclusive of breakfast) 

Single room 8/- to 20/ -. 
Double for married members 13/- to 20/- each person. 

Sharing for either men or women in the Old Clubhouse 6/- to 7 / -. 
A_II rooms are centrally heated and most have hot and cold water. 
L1m1t of booking 10 nights. 

MEALS 

Dining Room : Breakfast 5/6 or 3/9 ; Lunch from 8/- ; Dinner 
from 9/- ; also A La Carte. 

Cafeteria: Light meals , Grills , Snack s-a ll at reasonable prices. 
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OTHER AMENITIES 
Fully licensed Bar , Lounges , Ladies Drawing Room , Television 

Room, and Billiard Room. 

WELFARE 
In order to help Ex-Servicemen and their dependents who have 

fallen on hard times , a Trust Fund has been established and where 
necessary grants are made to those who are in need . The Welfare 
Officer is available to give advice and help where possible. 

An illustrated brochure and an application form for member ship 
may be obtained on application to: The Secretary , The Victory 
Ex-Services Club , 63/79 Seymour Street , London , W .2. Tel. : 
01-723 4474. 

OBITUARIES 
MAJOR J. CONDON, Q.A.R.A.N.C. 

Major Josephine Condon , Q.A.R.A.N.C. , who had been ill for 
some time passed away on 18th April 1969 in Dublin , Eire. 

Lt-Colonel Anne Flanagan managed to contact ex-Q.As in the 
vicinity and she and Colonel Anne O 'Connell were able to attend the 
little village church for the service on the arrival of the coffin from 
Dublin and Lt-Colonel Miriam Ryan attended the funeral service 
the following day. Colonel Flanagan very kindly sent a sympathy 
card on behalf of the Association and these details . Unfortunately, 
owing to other commitments, Angela Hayes and Eileen Shine were 
unable to be present. Irish Q.As will appreciate the scene where 
Josephine is buried , in a little country churchyard in the shadow of 
Gaiter More , the mountain which dominates the scenes of her early 
childhood. 

Josephine Condon served in the Corps from I 932 to I 956 , and 
will be well remembered by her colleagues and her great interest in 
horse riding. 

Miss M. STANLEY 

It was with great sorrow that Betty Stanley 's friends heard of her 
death in April. 

Betty joined the T.A.N.S. and served during the first war years; 
she was also one of the earliest members of the Q.A. Association. 

When the Brighton Branch was formed , hers was the first offer of 
help , and with her legible handwriting and habit of answering 
correspondence immediately she was an obvious choice for Secre
tary. 

Her hard work during the early stages did much towards making 
the Branch the success it is today and the members were all sorry 
when ill health obliged her to resign. 

In spite of all she suffered during the last years her courage and 
sense of humour did not fail and her last months spent in Queen 
Mary's House were happy ones. 
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MAJOR AILEEN A. M. ADKINS, Q.A .R.A.N.C . (Retd.) 

Major Aileen A . M. Adkin s, Q.A.R.A .N.C. (Retd.) died while on 
holiday in Cardiff on 12th April 1969, aged 62 years. 

She joined T.A .N.S. from November 1940 to December 1946, and 
during this time served with H.S . " Aba ", 115 B.G.H. Belgium and 
29 B.G.H. B.A.O.R. 

After a short period at a civilian hospital Major Adkins joined 
Q.A.T.M.N.S. in November 1947, tran sferred to Q.A .R.A.N.C . in 
Janu ary 1949, and served until 1961. 

Since 1961 she had worked as a re-employed officer, first at 
M.R.S. Tonfanau and latterly at M .R.S. Troon . 

MISS ROSE MOFFATT, R .R.C . 

Miss Ro se Moffatt , R.R .C. pa ssed away on 4th June 1969, after a 
long illnes s. She trained at the Essex County Ho spital Colche ster 
and joined Q .A. I.M .N .S. (R)in I 9 l5and tran sferred to Q.A .M.F.N.S . 
in 1922, and to Q.A.I .M.N .S. in 1927. 

After serving at Home and Abroad during both World War s she 
retired in 1946. 

To tho se who knew her at No. 4 Briti sh General Ho spital in 
France in the last war, memorie s will be revived of a kind , thought
ful and under standing matron and she will be sadly missed by all 
her friends. C.M .C. 

HONOURS AND A WARDS 
R.R.C. 

Lieut.- Co lon el M . A. Gara 
A.R.R.C. 

Lieut.- Co lo nel G . Willi ams (T. & A.V.R.) 
Lieut.- Co lo nel A. Haywa rd (T. & A.V.R.) 
Major V. M . Jones 

O.B.E. 
Lieut-Colonel B. J . Mill er (T. & A.V .R .) 

FORTHCOMING MARRAGES 

MAJOR T. E . L. STRANGE a nd CAPTAIN M . MADDICK, Q.A.R.A .N .C. 
The engage ment is a nn o un ce d between Major Timothy Edwar d Lumi sden 
Strange, R .C. T ., o nly so n or the la te F. H . L. Strange a nd Mrs. J . N . Co lbourn e 
or Rustin gton, Sussex, a nd M a rga ret, yo un ger daug ht er of the la te W. S. Maddick 
and or Mr s. W . S. Maddick of Yelverto n, Devons hir e. 

MR. G. C. N . BRAMLEY a nd CAPTAIN C. A. POLLARD, Q.A.R .A.N.C . 
The engageme nt is a nn ou nced between Gerald Braml ey, M.A., so n of th e 
Rev. J . A. Br a mley of Southwick, Ha nt s., and Dr. I. J. S. Bramley of Chiswick , 
London, a nd Cyn thi a Po llard, elder daughter of Mr. and Mr s. Pollard of Melton 
Mowbray , Leices ters hir e. 
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MARRIAGES 

Miss MARGARET LAW LUMSDEN, formerly Q .A .T.M.N .S./R . 1942- 46, ma rried 
Mr. Forrest Leite! Wa lker on 29 th M ar ch 1969 a t St. John 's Pre sbyterian 
Church , Auckl a nd , New Zea land . 

CAPTAIN M. LEDGARD, Q.A.R .A.N.C., married Mr . Mich ae l Cragg, R .C. T. , on 
31st May 1969. 

DEATHS 

Miss D. M. BEAZLEY, R .R .C., Q .A. I.M.N .S. 1926-1947 , died 10th February 1969. 

MRS. ANNE ELIZABETH HELWIG (nee O ' Ha rte ), Q .A. 1.M .N .S. Age 62 yea rs. 
Died on 25th Ma rch 1969. 

M AJOR J. C. CONDON, Q .A.l.M.N .S., Q .A .R .A.N.C. (Ret. ), died at a Dublin 
Ho spital on 18th April 1969 . 

Miss MARGUERITE STANLEY, T .A. N.S ., 1939-194 5, of Queen Mar y's Ho use, 
St. Leonard s-o n-S ea, died I 9th April 1969. 

MAJOR AILEEN A. M. ADKINS, Q .A. R .A. N .C., Matron M .R .S. Dundon a ld 
Camp, Troon, Ayr shire, died suddenly 12th April 1969. 

Miss ANNIE ELIZABETH F EATHERSTONHAUGH, late Q .A.1.M .N .S., in her 90th 
year, died on 29th April 1969 a t St. Peter 's Nur sing Home , St. Leon ard s-on
Sea . 

MRS. H . M . L. ELLIOT (nee Cox), late Q .A.T.M.N .S. 1919-1924 , died 3rd Ma y 
1969. 

MRS. N ORAH PHYLLIS Cow1E (nee Morg a n), la te Principal M atron , Q .A. I.M .N. S., 
died 17th May 1969 in Blak ehur st , New South Wales, Australia, age d 73 
years. 

Miss M . J. Mc GOLDRICK, Q .A. l.M.N .S./ R ., died Augu st 1968 . 

Miss J.E . BASKOTT, Q .A. 1.M .N. S./ R ., died 1st May 1969. 

Miss R. G. MOFFAT, R .R.C. , Q.A .I.M .N.S ., died 4th June 1969 . 

MRS. ANNE PATRICIA EAGAN, Q.A .l.M.N.S. , died on 9th May 1969. 

MRS. ELIZABETH J ANE MOIR di ed on 14th June 1969 a t Auckland, Ne w Zealand . 
Ser ved in Q .A .I.M .N.S ./ R . during the First World Wa r. 

MRS. ANNIE BAGRIE MACKESSACK (nee Ma ir), A.R.R.C. died 28th Marc h 1969 
in Edinburgh. Served in Q .A .I.M .N .S. from 1943-1947 . Served in United 
Kin gdom, North West Europe a nd a lso on Ho spit a l Ship Dorsetshire. 

APPOINTMENTS - SENIOR OFFICERS 

Co lon el M. Fa bi en , A.R.R.C.-D.D.A.N.S. H .Q . F.A.R.E .L.F. 28.3.69. 

Co lonel E. H . Litherland , A.R .R .C.- D .D .A .N.S. A.M .D.4 9.6.69. 

Lieut.-Colonel A . A. Willi a m , A.R.R.C. - D.A .D .A.N.S. H .Q. S. Co mm a nd 
29. 1.69. 

Li eut.-Co lo nel F. M. Marsh , R .R. C.-Ma tron B.M. H . Tser loh n 25.2.69. 

Lieut.-Colonel N . Ma rso n- Matron, B.M .H . Singapore 19.3.69. 

Lieut-Colonel M . A . Brown - Ma tron , B.M .H . Rint eln 30.5.69. 

A/ Lieut.- Co lon el M. Moynahan - Matron , B.M .H . Mun ster 10.6.69. 

M ajo r R . Sutton - Matron , B.M .H . Berlin 30.6.69 . 
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PROMOTIONS - REGULAR OFFICERS 
To Colonel 
A/Colonel M. F abien, A. R. R .C., 9.6.69. 

To Lieut-Colonel 
A/Lieut.- Co lonel M. A. Brow n, 9.6.69. 

To Major 
Captains F . M. Loo mes, 15.4.69; M. M. Stewart , 14.5.69 ; R . E. Johnson, 13.6.69. 

PROMOTIONS - SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONS 
To Captain 
Lieutenants A . J . O' Brien, 8.3 .69 ; M. M. P. J . Breen, 12.3.69 ; M. T . Lennon, 

28.3.69; M. C. Lewis, 16.4 .69 ; E. A. Pit ch, W. V. Tu do r, 17.4.69 ; A. D. 
Sumn er, 28.4.69; G. Dum elow, E. P. Galloway , 1.5.69 ; M. B. Dockeray , 
15.5.69 ; D . Mill ard , 16.5.69; A. Picki ng, G. P. Sherwoo d, R. C. Stevens 
5.6.69; M. P. Mag inni s, 7.6.69; S. E. Maggs, 15.6.69. 

RETIREMENTS - REGULAR OFFICERS 
Maiors C. M. M. Mo nk (nee Holmes), 3.4.69; C. W. A. Fawce tt , 27.4.69; 

M. D. Harr is, 4.5.69 ; M. H . de Dea r (nee Whit ford ), 3.5.69 . 
Colonel L. Dodsley, 9.6 .69. 

SHORT SERVICE COMMISSIONED OFFICERS 
Transferred to R.A.R.O. on Completion of Service 

Captains D . C. Ha ll, 4.3.69; I. V. Fa dd en, 7.3.69 ; C. M. Gr eenhalgh, 22.3.69; 
P. A. Hu ghes, 22.3.69 ; R . M. E . Str evens, 22.3.69; V. M. Riley, 12.4.69 ; 
E. A. Pit ch, 17.4.69 ; K . M. N ola n, 6.5.69 ; C. M. Tay lor , 10.5.69; C. E. C. 
Buchanan, I 9.5.69 ; P. A. Buck, 4.6 .69; S. Whittl e, 14.6.69 . 

Lieutenants M. J . Horisk, 28.3.69 ; A . M . Lethbrid ge, 2.5 .69; C. A. Snary, 
15.5.69; R. C. Stevens, 5.6.69. 

Resignation s 

Lieutenants M .A . F inn , 7.6.69 ; M . C. B. Th omas , 31.3 .69. 

RETIREMENT ON MARRIAGE 
Captain s R . A. Step hens (nee L indoe); E . M. D . Mawdsley (nee Ek man). 
Lieutenan ts D . G rassom (nee Lally) ; D . C. Hill (nee Fo rd), S. A . de Brunn er 

(nee Hogan), I. F. Wa lker (nee Penm an), J . F . A. Mcl oughlin (nee Bennett) . 

REGULAR OFFICERS POSTED TO HOME 
ESTABLISHMENTS 

Major D . Taylor Cat terick 23.3.69 

A. Jefferso n R .H .H. Woo lwich 5.4.69 

E. B. Ode ll R .H.H. Woolwic h 5.4.69 

E . K . O 'Sull iva n Berl in 29.4.69 

M. M. Rutter Ne tley 4.5.69 

K. K iggin s R .H .H . Woo lwich 15.5.69 

Ca ptain C. M. Ayre s L.M .M.H . 10.2.69 
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OFFICERS POSTED OVERS EAS 
Hong Kong 
Ca pt a in J . D . Lang, 11.6.69. 
Lieut enant C. E. Lowes , 2.4.69. 
Singapore 
Ca pt a in K . M . Cha llis, 24.3.69. 
Lieut enant s P.A . Co llin s, 19.5.69; A . L. Ho lmes, J . A. Bee r, 16.6.69. 
Terendak 
Major A . Lively, 11.6.69. 
Lieut enant G . J . Widd ows, 17.3 .69. 
Kluang 
Lieut enant H . A . Ra inni e, 8.4.69. 
Penang 
Lieut ena nt M . C. Ne ill , 19.5.69 . 
Dhek elia 
Lieutenants P. Vinc ent , 2 1.1.69; S. E. Lew is, 2.4.69. 

CIVILIAN APPOINTMENTS 
Mi ss Nancy Ward has been app o int ed Matro n of Ingham Infirm ary, So uth 
Shields and has taken up her new pos t in April. Mi ss Ward se rved with 
Q .A .1.M .N.S . fr om 1944- 1947 and fo r four yea rs fro m 1949 was a th ea tr e sister 
in th e South ern Rh odesian Nu rsing Service. She was Dep ut y Matro n of Darlin g
ton Memoria l H os pi ta l. 
M rs . Joan Macdonald who, since 1966, has been sister-in -cha rge o f a hospit al 
in No rwich , has been app o int ed Ma tro n of th e Sta r a nd Ga rt er Home for 
Di sabled Soldi ers, Sai lo rs and A irm en, Ri chm ond, Sur rey . During th e war 
Mr s. Macdo na ld served with Qu een Alexa nd ra' s Im per ial Milit a ry N ur sing 
Service. 
Mi ss Doroth y Eynon, who was pr ev iously Matro n of Cae rn a rvo n Eye and 
Co tt age Hos pit al, has been app o int ed Senio r N ur sing O fficer of St. Pa ul 's Eye 
Hos pit a l, Liverp oo l. Durin g th e wa r Miss Eynon served with th e Q .A. l. M. N .S. 
a nd has taken th e middl e manage ment co ur se a t th e William Ra thb o ne Sta ff 
Co llege, Liverpo o l. 

CIVILIAN RETIREMENTS 
M iss Madge Annand has re tir ed as Matron of Qu een's Hos pita l, Croy don, af ter 
twent y yea rs. At a recent meeti ng of Croy do n and Warl ingham Park H .M.C. she 
was pr esent ed with a co ffee set by th e Chai rm a n, Sir Cec il Cra bbe, o n beha lf of 
th e memb ers. Durin g th e wa r Miss A nn and served with Q.A. I.M .N.S. 
M iss Mary F . J . Baird, M .B.E. , has been Sup erint ende nt N ur sing Officer, 
Belfas t Co unt y Bo rough Hea lth Co mmitt ee, since 1948, retir ed at th e end 
of March. Miss Ba ird beca me a hea lth v isito r in 193 1 and non- med ica l sup erviso r 
of mid wives in 1938. Durin g th e wa r Mi ss Ba ird served with the T err itorial 
A rm y N ur sing Rese rve and since go ing to Belfas t has been an ind efa tigable 
wo rker fo r th e Ren in N orth ern Ire land , includin g bei ng past cha irm a n o f the 
No rth ern Irela nd Co mmitt ee. She has served as th e Ren rep rese nt a tive on the 
N. I. Hos pit al Auth o rit y and th e N .I. Loca l Gove rn me nt Office rs Su pera nnu a tion 
Co mmitt ee. 
M iss G. M . Bradley, Matro n since 1949 an d th en Pri nc ipa l N ur sing Office r at 
H ell ingly Hos pit a l, H a ilsham, Essex, since 1966 , is re ti ring a t th e end of the 
mont h. Fo r four year s she wa s Ho nora ry Sec reta ry of th e Assoc ia t ion of Hosp ital 
Ma tro ns and dur ing th e wa r served with the Q.A. l. M.N .S. 
M iss M . Rob erts, A. R .R .C ., at pre sent Matron of St. Peter 's Hospi ta l, Che rtsey, 
Su rrey , is retir ing in Aug ust. 
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STATE FINAL EXAMINATIONS 

PASS LIST - FEBRUARY 1969 

I. Allen 
A. Bennett 
P.A. Benso n (nee Wise) 
V. Bracken 
J. M. Calthorpe 
S. E. D aly 
M. Davi s 
J . E. Dingle 
M. Duckworth 
M. K. Erasmus 
J. P. Fothergill 
J .E. G. Game 
E. A. Gosnold 
S. Hawk sley (nee Bri stow-Jone s) 

B. H. E. M. Jaccard 
M. E. Krivda 
S. E. Magee 
J. D. Milborro w 
M . Murphy 
L. Parrington 
E. M. Price 
A. P. Rayner (nee Reilly) 
S. E. Sharpe 
P. A. Silvester 
A. M. Stevenson 
L. J . Taylor 
M. Tidb a ll 

PASSED MIDWIFERY PART I 
FEBRUARY [ 969 

Lieut. J . Sampson 
A/Sgt. A. V . R. Bott 
A/Sgt. M. Summers 
A/Sgt. S. A. Fallon 
A/Sgt . J. A. Dyer 
A/Sgt. I. Newton 
A/Sgt . A . McClean Robinson 

MAY 1969 
Capt. M. M. P. Breen 
Lieut. J . Mawdsley 
Lieut. S. C. Fussell 
Sgt. E. J . Williamson 
Cpl. S. Lewis 

PASSED MIDWIFERY PART lI 
MARCH 1969 

Lieut. V. M. Grant 
Lieut. F. J . Allen 

STATE ENROLLED NURSES-PASS LIST 

Beddow, P. M. 
Coman, J .C . 
Edwards, I. P. 
Garry , E. P. 
Marshall , G . M. 
Maxwell, H . D . 
Miller, J. A. 
Rushton, J. 
Smith, A. 
Thomas, C. H . 
Cleeton, C. A. 
Luxa, D. E. 
Grimshaw, J . 
Phillips, H . D . 
Webb, J.M . 
Brannigan, J . 
Jones, H. S. 
Marketis, D. H . 

SPRING 1969 

Mitchell, R. 
Osborne, E. R . 
Parsons, S. 
Hogan, R. M . 
Horner , P.A . 
Jupp, S. M. 
McKechnie, S. 
McWade, P. W. 
Mann , L. A . 
Morgan, M. P. 
Partridge, P . A. 
Robinson, K . 
Ryder, B. M. 
Sherwood, L. C. 
Stokes, B. M. J . 
Powell, C. L. 
Tate, S. Y. 
Taylor, S. A. 
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Evans, M.A. 
Brind, C. 
Chisholm, C. 
Claydon, M. E. 
Cooper, J. M. 
Evans, E. M . 
Fudge, A. J . 
Jones-Burke, V. P. 
Russell, C. B. M . M. 
Dempster, D . 
Smith , M.A . 
Creswell, S. G . 
Davis, C. A. 
Grant, M. I. 
Neen, A. 
Peacock, C. E. R. 
Robinson, S. W. 
Stewart, E. 



DRAFTING PROGRAMME-Q.A.R.A.N.C. JUNIOR RANKS 

1ST MARCH TO 30TH J UNE 1969 

To B.A.O.R. 
Privates: J . M. Ha yes, C. D . Hennin, S. B. Jackson, T . Owen, P. D. Speir, 

B. Squire, P . A. Ho rn er, S. McKechnie, M. P . Morgan, B. M . J . Stokes, J. H. 
Grundy, R. E. M. Winspear, E. M.A. Bull , M.A . Hibb ert, C. J . Bradshaw, 
M . Dougla s, A. G. Faulkner, M. J. Kelly, M. Page, G. N. Pattison , S. M. 
Child, B. A . Don ac hie, I. L. Kitchener, C. M . E. Bucki ngham, A. V. 
Coggan, P . V. Dunni ga n, L. D. S. Gibson, M. A. Phillips, S. L. Prickett , 
D . M . F. Shakespear , P. A. White, M. R . Twaddle, P. J . B. Reid , B. 
Frackleton, J . A . Gliddon , S. A. Jones, A . McCarthy, P. E. Telford , 
M. P. Vaughan , T. John s, S. E. Meyer , C. A . Sainsbury, T. D . Blute , H. M. 
Fyfe, S. S. Karkaletsos , J . A. Killington , S. Carman, M . H . Dewsnap , 
J . H . Evans, S. V. A . Griffin, H . Bell, D . Greenwood , V. Smith . 

To FARELF 
A/Sgt. P . A . Partridge. 
L/Corpora ls M . A . Hyland, D . M. Smi th . 
A/ L/Corpora l E. F. Shepherd. 
Privates : A. L. Bro wn, J . A. Cooper, P . R . Hammond, B.E. Neal , S. W. Walden, 

M. A . Williams , J . Co uld we ll, E. M. Fisher , G. A. Butcher, J. Cou rt
we ll , S. M. Cummings, S. J. Grant, E. Webber , E. S. Fleming , 
J.C. Cross, M. I. Keefe , J. Grim shaw, J . M . Webb , S. E . Burton, M . Love, 
J . Potter, S. D . Clarke, E. A . Bullmer, L. S. McDonnell, A. Wilding, C. 
Gibbon s, A. Ha rrin gton, P . J . Haske tt , N . Holland, C. A . Matthews , 
J . McDermid , L. J. Salmond , K . A . Taylor , S. Wilkins, P . A. Williams , 
I. Newstead, G. T. Lynch , D . W. Lama. 

To Cyprus 
Privates: J. Bail es, W. Co tton , P . A . Maxted , V. E . Verrington , M . I. Gracie, 

P. W. McWade , D. Bodin, L. C la rke . 

MOVEMENT OF Q.A.R.A.N.C. JUNIOR RANKS 

PERIOD ENDING J UNE 1969 

To Q.A.R.A.N.C. Training Centre 
A /Corporal R . M . Willis (Staff). 
L /Corporal T . Grant. 
AI L/Corporal A. Gingell. 
Pri va tes: C. A. Turkington (Staff), L. Br ya n, P. A. Barber, J . Oliver. 
To Military Hospital, Tidworth 
Corporal S. Lewis. 
Privates: A. Coppenhall, A. Connor, J. Dorling, S. Edwards, J . P . Fleming, 

H . J. A . Moody , S. Sainsbury, J . Humphreys , G. Marshall, E. Price . 
To Military Hospital, Catterick 
Privates: C. Cherry, P . Grey, l. M . H a rvey , J . Oliver, C. Magee, R . T amang, 

G . Hunt , L. Heel , S. J. Francis . 
To Queen Alexandra Hospital, Millbank 
W.O. II C. H . Jackson . 
Pri va tes: E. J . Dalley , P . J . Fowler, R. A. Frazer, S. M . Grant, M. E. Riple y, 

L. S. Ree s, I. B. Stanley , K. J . Sutton , L. M. Ta ylor, E. P. Tippen, G. 
Goodchild, R . Wass , A. Dolphin , P . Hopkin s, J . Winter, C. Pr zew lucki , 
C. Ashmore, A. Dunn e, J . Elvin, E. Ha ll , M . Mayo , R . S. McKiddie , 
J. Bottomle y. 
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To Cambridge Military Hospital 
Sergeant M. Bruce-Quay . 
Corporal s : D. M . Smith, A . Bott. 
A/L/Corporals : M . Summers, S. Isbill. 
Privates: P. N. Dodson, J . Hudson, S. H . Mawson , Frankin (n ee Kelso) , J. Kay , 

S. Shaw, E . Price, A . Fallon . 
To Military Hospital, Colchester 
Privates : B. Mc Master, A . Fowler, M . Whitaker , C. Davi s. 
The Royal Herbert Hospital, Woolwich 
A/Sergeant E. Williamson . 
Priv ates : L. Roberts, L. Bryan, J . Brown, C. Corcoran, A . Mayer, S. Shaw , 

D . Ni sbet. 
To Louise Margaret Maternity Hospital 
Corporal s: L. Taylor, S. Squire s. 
L/Corporal J . Clough . 
A/ L/Corpor a ls : S. Daly , B. Jackson, S. Magee . 
Priva tes: J . Ca lthorpe , J . Dingle , M. Era smu s, J . Fothergill , M. Murphy , J. 

Sharpe , M . Ste venson , E. Price , K. Boon . 
To Military Hospital, Shorncliffe 
AIL/Corporal Y. Gillmoor. 
Privates: J . Boo th , S. Ba iley , C. Davis. 

Q.A.R.A.N.C. JUNIOR RANKS-PROMOTIONS 
PERIOD E N D! 'G 30TH J UNE l 969 

To Commission 
J . F . Clough . 
Staff Sergeants 
S. D. Cla rke, P. J . Michie . 
Sergeants 
P. A. Partridg e, J . Haye s. 
Corporals 
M. M. Benn ett , R . S. Richard s, M . A . Hyland , F . J. Ch a lmers, G. M. Summer s, 

J. M. Pa rker , R . M. Willis, G . M. Willi ams, M. Duck worth , M. Gregg , 
L. Parrington, D . M. Smith , J . Sheppard . 

L/Corporals 
J . M. Hand s, D . Dine, M. E. Hopgood , L. J . Burnett , G . I. Kemp , M. D. Baxter , 

S. A. Butcher, P. K. Mo ss. 

B ENEVOLEN CE 

DONATIONS 
JAN UARY TO MAY 1969 

Contributed by Serving Members-re-appeal by D.A .N .S. 
In tribute to Dame Louisa .. . 
In tribute to Mrs . Job 
Hannover Branch 
Mrs . L. Salmon 
Miss E. Fehners 
Per the Th a ine Allen Bequest 
Lt. H . A . Rainer 
Miss N. A. Milburn 
Mrs . M. Cornish 
Catterick Branch 
Tidworth Branch 
Tidworth Branch (Proceed s from Raffle) .. . 
Mr s. H. M . Kirkham .. . .. . .. . 
Lt.-Colonel M. Ryan ... .. . ... .. . ... 
Dhekelia Branch (from sale of Capt. V. M. Porter 's effects) 
Senior Ch aplain Portsmouth (Corps Day Collections) 
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£ s. d . 
555 2 3 

53 16 0 
22 I 0 
43 3 9 

I O 0 
I O 0 

250 0 0 
I O 0 
1 0 0 
2 I 0 

20 0 0 
2 9 0 

44 I 0 
I 11 0 
2 2 0 

47 0 0 
20 0 0 



Colchester Branch (Corps Day Collections) 
B.M .H . Munster (Corps Day Collections) 
B.M.H. Berlin (Corps Day Collections) . . . 
B.M.H. Kluang Johore (Corps Day Collections) 
Northern Irel and Branch (Corps Day Collections) 
B.M.H . Dhekelia (Corps Day Collections) 
Tidworth R .C. Church (Corps Day Collections) 
Tidworth G arri so n Church (Corps Day Collections) 
B. M.H. Iserlohn (Corps Day Collections) 
Catterick Branch (Co rp s Day Collections) 
Catterick Branch (Proceeds from Raffle) ... 
Mi ss A. E. Nicholl s 
Mr s. E. Bain 
B. M. H. Singapore (Corps Day Collections) 
Christmas donation s 
Total from don ation s under £ 1 

*Lt.-Colonel J . A . Dunn 
*Mrs. M. Mitchley 
*Mrs . G. M. Peasle y ... 
*Ca ptain H . M. O'C a llaghan 
Legacy-Major C. Mudge 

GENERAL PURPOSES 
B.M .H. Dhekelia 
Singapore Branch 

*Mrs. M. M. Butcher 
* Major J . M. Canny .. . 
*Lt.-Colone l J.A. Dunn 
*Lt.-Colonel E. F. W . H . Jolly 
*Miss E. M. Kerr 
*Captain M . Maddick 
*Major E. Philipson .. . 
*Major M. T. Rees .. . 
*Miss M. I. Stack 
*Patrick H. Smith, Esq. 

GAZETTE FUND 

£ s. d . 

12 0 0 
9 16 0 
7 7 0 

13 14 8 
10 0 0 
12 0 0 
14 4 6 
14 4 6 
13 5 0 
6 6 0 

20 4 0 
I O 0 
2 0 0 

25 1 8 
14 12 2 
2 4 0 
I O 0 
5 0 0 
I 1 0 

15 0 
50 0 0 

30 
100 

0 0 
0 0 
5 0 

I O 0 
I O 0 
2 0 0 
I O 0 
l 5 0 

10 0 
10 6 
10 0 
1 0 

Legacy-Major G . Mudge . .. 10 0 0 
In tribute to Major G . Mudge 10 0 
Mrs . E. M. Moran . .. 2 6 0 
Mrs . M. M. Butcher 1 JO 0 
Total from donations under £ 1 1 7 0 

*Mrs. M. M. Adam .. . 5 0 
All these donations are acknowledged with very grateful thanks and much 

appreciation . The asterisks denote annual donations by Bankers' Orders. 
EILEEN A. BALDOCK 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
For Sale.-Complete Uniform, size 38/28/40. Good condition. Will sell 

separately. Reasonable prices. Box No . 30. 
For Sale.-Full Q.A .R .A.N.C. Officers' Uniform in good condition, 36/2 7/ 38. 

Will sell separately. Apply : Mrs. Sage, Easterbrook Farm, Exbourne, 
Nr. Okehampton, Devon . 

GAZETTES RETURNED BY POSTAL AUTHORITIES 
Miss M. Birnie , 19 Dalhousie Street, Brechin, Angus, Scotland . 
Major M. T. Rees, c/o Glyn Mill s & Co., Kirkland House, Whiteh a ll , London , 

S.W.1. 
Mr s. L. Keun, 178 Whitehall Road , Hitchin, Herts . 

46 



2 

Retirement 
should mean 

peace of mind 

and it's easier to achieve through your own Society-THE 
ROYAL NATIONAL PENSION FUND FOR NURSES 

For those of any age in employment the independence 
policy provides:-
a guaranteed cash sum or pen sion 
on retirement 

the right to carr y on the policy 
anywhere in the wor ld whether or 
not yo u remain in your profession. the right to reclaim all contri 

butions plu s com pound intere st 
at any time before maturit y For those who have retired, or 
· are about to retire an immediate 
mcome tax re lief on policy orlast survivorannuity secures:-
con tribution s paid in the United 
Kin gdom and par ts of the a guaranteed income fo r life 
Common wea lth valuab le sav ing of inco me tax 

r----------------
BURDETTHous E 15 BUCK INGHAM STREET LONDON WC2 I 

I Pk ase send rnc dcta1I;; \\ 11hout obliga1io n 
Name 

I Addre ss 
(Mrs.Mr. 1isc;) 

I 
I ~o _f B~i~rtlcc1 ____ ___________ _ 

I 2££u~ n or Qua l ilicat -'io~n'-- -----------

1 All enquiries an swered by posl MCR 26/ 17 L _________ _ ____ _ 

The Royal National 
Pension Fund · 
For Nurses 1ounc1ed 1sa1 

Asse~Exceed£4QOOQOOO 



FIRST FOR . 9.--JJ CARPETS,,_o,a...,. ... ~ 

UP30°1 DISCOUNT 
TO /o BRANDED CARPETS 

Wiltons • Axminsters • Orientals • Tufted 
£200 OOO Carpets On d.lSpla in our showrooms in London, 

I Y Man chester and Newcastle -upon-Tyne-

• All makes available with full Manufa cturers' Guarantees . 
e No imperfect goods sold. e Free delivery in U.K. 
e Expert fitting service available most areas. 

Write stating requirement s or (or in troduction to showrooms in most main cities . Free Brochure . 
Open 9.00 to 5.30 Monday to Frid ay. Saturday 9.00 to 12.00 (Manche ster 9.00 to 4.00) 

DODSON-BULL CARPET CO. LTD. 
LONDON: 5 & 6, Old Bailey, E.C.4. Tel: 01-248 7971 (10 lines) 
MANCHESTER : 55-61, Lever Street. Tel: 061 236 3687/8/9 
NEWCASTLE-upon-TYNE: 83-89, Blackett St. Tel: 20321 or 21428 

•Y APPOIH"rMOtT TO 
L.11. Q\IED,I n.1u.NTI11 n 
Ndilv Cl<lfN1 0..()111,..,. 

U..-,T.,_, 

Official Tailors to the 

Q. A. R. A. N. C. 

13ernard ~ 

IT 1.,l'O INnCOIT TO 
• • M . QUUlf lLILOfflt 

11ll QllOH MO'TltO 

U-,T..:.t 

Civi l, Milit ary and Sporting Tailors, Breeches Experts 
55 Conduit Street, London WlR OJA Telephone 01-734 1344 

.• . . ... . . ' - ~. . .. ' ""' .,, , ·- . _,-_ . . ... 



f the specia list IN
SURANCE is just o~~cers at Glyns. 

ilable to . ou free, 
servic::1t~: pleased to !~~~er on the 
We ~iased and sound our par ticul ar 

uni. best suited toy by personal L. po icy_ h by letter or ;.Fn'eeds, e1t er 

interview. KIRKLAND 

HOLTS BRAH~~~~ALL, S.W.I. 
HOUSE, W LOMBARD 

A D OFFICE, 67 
HE ECJ STREET, ... 

• MEMBER 0~6~~ERCIAL ~~ NATIONANLK~~g GROUP 
,.~ BA 



SUBSTANTIAL 
DISCOUNTS 
ON NEW CARS 
A NAAFI introduction to a U.K. dealer can save 
you £££son the basic price of most popular makes 
of British cars for use at home or abroad. 

Low HP charges (if you want credit), a unique deposit saving 
plan and private sale HP between members of the Services 
in UK or Germany are other advantages of buying your 
car through Naafi . 

Full details from your Naafi manager 

.• . . . . .. ' . ~ ~. . . ~ . - ,,. . - . - _,-~ . . ... 



Q.A.R.A.N.C. Association 
Fnunder : THE LATE DAME LOUISA J . WILKINSON. D.B.E .. R.R .C. 

Head Office : HAIG HOUSE , 26 ECCLESTONE SQUARE . LONDON, S.W. I. 

Honorary Officer s: 
General Secretary 
Friends Secretary 
Treasurer 

COLONEL P. C. STEWART. R .R .C. (Reid .) 
MRS. E. H . MILLS 
Miss E . A. BALDOCK, A.R.R.C . 

Member ship Secretaries LT.-COL. M . V. F. HI ND, R.R.C . (Retd .), for Headquarters 
MISS F. H OLMES. R .R .C.. for Bran ches 

Edi1or 
As sistant Editor . . . 

Branch Secretaries : 
Au stralia (Victoi-ia) 
Au str a lia (N .S.W.) 

Ea st Africa 
Manchester 
Midland 

Bournemouth 

Brighton and Hove 

New Zealand 

N .E. Sco1land 

South Scotland 
Millbank . 
East Sussex 
Kent 
Wales 

North e rn Ire land 
West Country 
Alder shot 

COLONEL D. W. DOUGLASS, R.R .C. (Retd.) 
MRS. w. R . D . HAMILTON 

MRS. M . SHIREFFS, 30 Glenel g A venue, Frank ston 3199. Vi ctoria , Australia 
Miss FLORENCE MESSITER. Su1herland Dis tri ct Hospi1al. Caringbah. New 

Sou1h Wale s. 
MRS. E . D . B. BROWSE, P .O. Box 1538. Nairobi , Kenya 
Mi ss G . E. QUINN, Cartref. Ormonde Road. Chester 
Miss E. Du c KITT. "Kasauli "', 21 Saville Crescent. We ston-s uper-M are. 

Somer set. 
COLONEL U. A. DOWLING, R.R .C. , 4 Maple C lose. Bec1on Lane, Barton

on-Sea , New Milt on. Hant s . 
MRS. G. M. H AMILTON, Ho lly Tree . Frankland s Village , Ha ywards Heath , 

Sussex . 
MRS. S. R UFF, 39 Cornwa ll Park Avenue. Epso m. Au ckland 3. New 

Zealand. 
M RS. D. M . MOON. A.R.R.C. Fulwood ,Torphin s. Ab erde enshir e, A.B.3. 

4.J.S. 
Miss H. D . B. A NDERSON, 13 Montgomery Streel. Edinbur gh 7. 
MAJOR E. L. F . COATES. 48 Parkhall Road. Wes1 Dulwi ch . London.S .E.21 
Mis s B. L. DE MAUGER, I Wrestwood C lose, Bexhill-on-Sea. Su ssex. 
MAJOR D . F . AUSTIN. 38 Raymond Avenue, Can terbur y, 
LT.-COL. A . M . BARNETT, Orchard Cottage, Coyc hur ch . Near Brid gend. 

Glamor ganshire. 
MRS. K . D . CAMPBELL. 18 Maryville Park. Belfa st BT 96 LN . 
MAJOR D . F . D UCKWORTH, R .R .C .. Rewlea . Ashburlon . South Devon . 
MRS. N . BRvso . 10 Ce dar Drive . Flee, . Hani s . 

For the following Bran ches appl y to: 

Colchester 
Ca tterick . 
Dhekelia 
Hong Kong 
Hannover .. 
Munster 
Iserlohn 
Netley 
Rinteln 
Sin gapore .. 
Shornclitfe 
Ter endak 
Tidworth ... 
Woolwich 

The Hon ora ry Secre1ary , Q .A.R .A .N .C. As socia tion Branch 
Military Hospital. Colchester . Essex. 
Milit a ry Ho spital. Ca1terick Camp, York s. 
B.M. Hospita l. Dhek elia , M .E.L.F. , B.F .P .O . 53. 
Briti sh Mil itary Ho spital, King s Park, H ong Ko ng. B. F .P.0 . 1 
B.M. Hospi tal , Hannover . B.F.P.0 . 33. 
B.M . H os pital, Mun sler B.F .P.O. 17. 
B.M . Hospi tal. l se rlohn. B.F .P.O. 24 . 
Royal Victoria Hos pital. Netl ey , Hant s. 
B .M . Ho spital. Rint eln. B.F.P.O. 29. 
B.M . H ospital. c/o G.P .O .. Sin gapore. 
Military Hos pital , Shornclitfe, Kent. 
Military Hos pital , Malac ca, Mala ya. 
Military Hos pital , Delhi Barrack s. Tidworth. Hams. 
The Royal Herber! H os pital . Wool wic h . S.E.18 . 

Association Membership 
New Life Members £ 10 !Os. Od .. inclu sive of GAZETTE for 5 year s. 
Prese nt Life Member s, 9s. per annum for GAZETTE or may pay £2 5s. Od. for 5 years as subscr ipt ions 
beco me due . 
Annual Sub sbscriPtion 15/- inclu s ive of Gaze ll e. 

ADVANCE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS MAY NOT NOW BE ACCEPTED 
A ssoc iation brooch, 5s. eac h. Assoc iation car badge , £1. including packin g and po s tage. Quote 
members hip numb er with order . 

Branch member s should se nd all subsc ription s and relevant correspo ndence to their ow n Branc h 
Secretaries; others dire ct to He ad Office . 

GAZETTE material for publi cation, includin g perso nal advertisemen ts, to be se nt to the Editor at Head 
Office by 24th February 24th Jun e or 241h October . 

Advertisements and Personal Notification 
For member s: Is. 6d. for first 12 words; each additio na l word 2d. Extra cha rge Is . for replie s th rough 
Association. 
For non-member s: 3s. for 12 words; each additiona l word 4d . Extra 2s . for replie s through Association . 

Printed in Great Br itain by Wildin g & So n Ltd ., Cas tle S1ree t . Shre wsbury . 
Publi shed and de spa1ched by the Advertisement Mana ger , 

Wilding & So n Lid .. Shrew sbury . 
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