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Editorial 
ALL READERS will be delighted to see by the cover that Her Royal 
Highness The Princess Margaret has become the Association 
Patron. We offer Her Royal Highness ow- respectful and grateful 
thanks for her interest. 

The Association hierarchy has added greatl y to its splendour in 
the last twelve months by achieving a Patron and a President. 
It is for us all to prove worthy of these honours by making the 
Association one of which our Patron and our President may feel 
proud. 

Appreciation and many thanks to our members who sent in 
material for the May Gazette. We hope the Spring number will 
be out in time for Association members to make the necessary 
arrangements for a visit to London, and that the visit will coincide 
with the Annual General Meeting and the Q.A.R.A.N.C. Associa
tion Re-Union on June 30th, 1956. We look forward to meeting 
many of our old Service friends. 

Members who did not receive their February Gazette should 
contact their Branch Secretaries and ascertain if their name and 
address has been sent to H.Q. Office early in the year, and that 
their annual subscription is in ord er for 1956. Co-operation from 
you is the greatest asset H.Q. can have. 

The British Legion 
IT has been suggested to me that a short article about the British 

Legion might be of interest to members of our Association, as all 
ex-Service men and women are eligible for membership. I joined 
the British Legion as soon as I retired in 1946, as I felt it was my 
duty as an ex-Service woman to do so, and that if there was any 
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work locally that I could do in connection with it I should like to 
help. 

The British Legion is a nation-wide organisati on which exists 
to help all ex-Service men and women and their dependents, when 
in need, especia lly those who are disabled. The Legion aims at 
getting all ex-Service men and women to join, as the larger the 
membership the stronger it becomes and th e more influence for good 
it has in the country. There are branches of the Legion in all 
towns and many villages, all over the country, and in fact all over 
the Empir e. All branch es are expected to help to raise mon ey for 
the British Legion Schemes. 

The Festival of Remembrance, held each November at the Albert 
Hall, is sponsored by the Legion, and th e free tickets for the evening 
performance -each year are available only for members of the Legion 
and the Womens' Section . These have to be applied for through 
one's own local branch. 

At the beginning of the British Legion Diary, each year, there 
is a long list of" Objects of the Legion," but the first three seem to 
sum up the whole object arid spirit of the Legion. They are :-

I. To bring about the unity of all who have served in our 
Navy, Army, Air Force, or any of our Auxiliary Forces, and 
to establish branches of the Legion. 

2. To perpetuate the memory of those who died in the service 
of their country. 

3. To educate public opinion to the view that the maintenance 
of the disabled and the welfare of the ex-Service men, women 
and dependents, is a national duty. 

I must stress that the Legion does not only give financial help to 
its memb ers , it gives help and advice in many other ways which 
concern the welfare of the ex-Service community. 

There is also a Womens' Section in many places, which works 
in conjunction with the local Legion Branch . Besides ex-Service 
women, the wives, widows, mothers, daught ers and sisters of ex
Service personnel are eligible for membership. 

The Womens' Sections have their own Schemes for which they 
work and raise _ money. These includ e 2 Children's Homes, 
Convalescent Homes (for members), Widows Pension Fund, etc. 

In 1949 a Women's Section of the Branch here was started and 
I was elected Chairman and have been Chairman ever since. 

Our memb ers come from four scattered villages and we started 
with 39 memb ers, we now have 80, nine of whom are ex-Service 
women, the rest are the wives, mothers, daughters, or sisters of ex
Servic e men or women. 

We have meetings monthly and we arrange Whist Drives, 
Concerts, Sales of\'Vork, Jumble Sales, etc. during the year, to raise 
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money for the Womens Section's Schem es, and we always get up a 
Whist Drive for Earl Haig's Fund each year, in October or 
November. One y~ar we knitted patch work blankets, and 
pullovers, cardigans and jumpers for the Children's Homes, and we 
also knitted socks for the troops in Korea, and we send our used 
Christmas Cards each year to the Limbless Ex-Servicemens' 
Association, who appeal for them each year in the newspapers, and 
we do various other things too numerous to mention here. 

The British Legion and the Womens' Section in each County are 
divided into Groups, with ro- I 5 Branches in each Group, and each 
Group has a representative on the County Committee who is 
elected annually. I have been the Group Representative for our 
Group for the last three years, and we attend the County Committee 
Meetings quarterly, which is an added interest. 

I am afraid this is a very inadequate description of the British 
Legion and its hundreds of activities, but I hope it may give some 
sort of idea of what it does and the influence it has, to some who 
perhaps do not know anything about its work. 

c. PYKE (A.21). 

The Wily Serpent 
FROM the earliest history snakes have been connected with the 

art of healing. Moses made a snake of brass, as a symbol for his 
people, The Greek God of medicine is depicted with a snake in his 
hand, and a snake entwined around a rod is the symbol of both the 
R.A.M.C. and the Indian Army Medical Corps. 

There are I, 700 known species of snakes, many are harmless, but 
over 350 are known to be poisonous. Fifty-five of these are water
snakes. They are expert swimmers, and when closely observed, 
you will see the tail of the water-snake is flattened, not rounded 
like the land snake. 

A snake has no sense of taste. A hedge-hog with its coat complete 
may be eaten as part of its diet. A python was known to swallow 
a blanket that a kindly keeper had placed in its cage in the zoo. 
Two pythons quarrelled over the carcass of a partridge when in 
captivity, so the larger one just swallowed the nine foot companion, 
and then finished his meal by swallowing the partridge. 

A King Cobra struggled with a python for over an hour and 
eventually killed it. Then he began to swallow it, actually more 
than three feet had been taken when the King Cobra was disturbed. 
It disgorged the python and mad e off, but return ed late r for its 
intended meal and was shot. Th e pyt hon mea sured half as much 
again as the cobra in girth. A cobr a d isturb ed a sitting hen and 
swallowed five of the eggs. It was killed a few minut es later, the 
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unbroken eggs were removed, replaced under the hen, and in due 
course the chickens were hatched. 

Some snakes fast for lengthy periods, the ability of a snake to 
take colossal meals is only equalled by its capacity for fasting. 
The erronous belief that snakes can hypnotise their prey is due to the 
steady un-winking stare, a result of having no eye-lids. 

Animals, with the exception of monkeys, have no fear of snakes 
unless attacked. Rats placed in a cage remain completely in
different and they are the intended meal. Frequently they turn 
the tables on the snake by killing it. Kraits, cobras and Russell
vipers have been destroyed in this manner . There is a plant that 
grows in the Hills of India and the stalk bears the resemblance to a 
snake. Should a monkey in captivity be shown it, he will set up a 
terrific scream. 

Snakes have no external ears, so cannot hear sounds that are 
conducted through the air. When a cobra sways to music of a 
snake-charmer, it merely follows the movement of the bin, on which 
he is charming. This can be proved. Make him cease his wail, 
but continue to make the movement of the bin, and the wily 
serpent will still sway. 

Vipers are viviparous, but other snakes lay soft-shelled eggs, 
and they are left to be incubated by the heat generated in the 
decomposing leaves and rays of the sun. King Cobras and Pythons 
will incubate their own eggs by coiling round them in clutches. At 
that time their body heat is said to be raised. 

Excluding the Arctic Regions, New Zealand is the only country 
in the world where snakes are not found. There are no vipers in 
Australia. These reptiles are eaten as food by many Africans, 
Indians, South Americans, and the Aboriginal of Australia. 

P.J.G. (L267). 

Q.A. Day, 27th. March 1956 
In response to loyal greetings addressed to their Colonel-in-Chief 

on behalf of all ranks Q.A.R.A.N.C., the following gracious reply 
was received :-

" I send my warmest thanks to the Matron-in-Chief and Director 
of Army Nursing Services for her kind message-I deeply 
appreciate the loyal greetings which I have received from all ranks 
of Queen Alexandra's Royal Army Nursing Corps on the occasion 
of Queen Alexandra Day. 

MARGARET. 
" Colonel-in-Chief." 
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Our President , Brigadi er Dame Heler, Gillespie, retires in 
July and will be succeeded as Director Arm y Nursing Services by 
Colonel C. M. Johnson, who will then become our second 
President. We offer them both our very sincere good wishes. 

The following donations have been received for the Q.A.R.A.N.C. 
Association Benevolent Fund from collections in connection with 
Q.A. Day Church Services:

Aldershot 
£ s. d. 
4 IO 0 

Hannover 4 1 3 8 
Kuala Lumpur 9 16 3 

Hamburg 
Nairobi 

£ s. d. 
2 12 I 

0 3 15 

Corps Day this year being on a Tuesday, enabled us to spread 
celebrations over three days at Kinrara. 

Beginning on Sunday 25th March, Corps Day services were held. 
In the hospital chapel the R.Cs. celebrated Mass at 9.0 a.m. The 
inter-denominations at 1 1 .o a.m. held their service, taken by the 
hospital padre in the unit N.A.A.F.I., senior officers, their wives 
and families connected with the hospital from Kuala Lumpur 
Garrison attended and the service was well supported by the 
R.A.M.C., officers and other ranks. The floral decorations were 
in Corps colours, later being sent to one Q.A.R.A.N.C. and two 
R.A.M.C. other ranks who were at the tim e hospitalised. The 
collections from both services amounting to £ 9 1 6s. 3d. were sent 
to the Q.A . Association Benevolent Fund. 

Th e church service was followed by a sherry party in the 
Q.A.R.A.N.C. Officers Mess, which many official guests attended. 

Normal duties were resumed on Monday until after 8.o p.m. 
when the officers of the Q.A.R.A.N.C. Mess invited their friends to 
an informal dance. This went with a real swing from the moment 
the band struck up . 

On Corps Day the patients once more claimed our attention
until 5. 15 p.m. when we claimed theirs. Though it was touch 
and go, du e to a torrential downpour earlier in the afternoon, 
the officers arrived on the pitch for their hockey match versus the 
oth er ranks, resplendent in scarlet crep e (pap er) gym slips with 
grey and scarlet sashes, riding upon an elegantly draped M.G. 
The soccer m atch being played on the same field immediately lost 
its entire assembly of spectators. . 

The first half was quite hard going and at half-time the score was 
one to the officers. Th e second half was qu ite hectic, the officers 
deciding to assist the other ranks, so that at the final whistle the 
score was even, the officers having scored 3 for themselves and a 
like number for the other ranks. The referees looked decidedly 
harassed and jad ed after such peculiar play. 

The other ranks thei:i assembled at 7. 15 p.m. for their Corps 
CS 
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dinn er served by Matron and th e officers. Th ey then retired to 
the N.A.A .F.I. , where an all ranks dance wa s enjo yed by a large 
perc ent age of th e unit . 

W edn esday we return ed to " Business as usual ," many with 
stiff muscl es and mor e with sore feet but havin g thorou ghly enjo yed 
Corps celeb ra tion s for r 956 . 

D . M. PEE A/CAT/9 

Corps celebr ation s at th e R oya l H erb ert Ho spital commenced 
with a dance at th e Q.A.R .A.N .C. officers ' mess on Frid ay 23rd 
M arch, which wa s a ttend ed by our bro th er officers from neighbour
ing messes of th e Arm y, Navy and Air For ce, and friends of mess 
memb ers. 

A small and efficient band togeth er with a very friendly 
atmo sph ere made th e evenin g most enjoya ble, and I fear some of 
our guests were relu ctant to leave when th e part y finished. 

Th e Q.A .R.A.N.C . parade service wa s held in th e Ro yal Herbert 
Ho spit al Ch apel Sund ay morning 25th M arch. M emb ers of the 
Q.A.R.A.N .C. were j oined by memb ers of the R.A .M.C ., the 
Ch apel wa s th erefore full. Lieut. Gra y, R.A .M .C. was parade 
comm and er , and all arra ngement s were smoothly accomplished. 
Th e Serv ice was condu cted by th e Ho spit al Ch aplain , th e Rev. 
E. G. J ones, C .F. , and th e lesson was read by Lieut. T. A. Hall. 

In th e congrega tion were th e Garris on comm and er , Brigadier 
R . E. H . Hud son , D .S.O ., A.D .C. , acc omp anied by Mr s. Hudson, 
Colon el H . V . D . and Mr s. I sles, M ajor M. E. Holm es, R.R.C. , 
and M aj or and Mr s. Hu ghes from th e Famili es Ho spit al. 

Th e collection was pr esent ed to Qu een M ary' s H ouse Fund, and 
after th e service Briga dier Hud son took th e Salut e a t th e M arch 
Past. 

Gu ests were then ent erta in ed to Sherr y in th e Q.A .R.A.N.C. 
officers mess. 

Th e Q.A.R .A.N .C. oth er ran ks ente'r ta ined their friends to a 
dance on Tu esday 27th :Niarch in th e N .A.A.F.I. ca ntee n , where a 
m ost enjoya ble evenin g was spent. 

E. Q u rNTON, L.351. 

BRITISH MILITARY HOSPITAL , NICOSIA , CYPRUS.-A 
parade service was held in St. Luk e's Chur ch , B.M.H ., Ni cosia on 
Sund ay 8th Ap ril 1956, hav ing bee n postp oned owing to extr a 
securit y m easur es impo sed over th e period of th e 27th M arch 1956. 
Th e service was condu cted by th e R ev. I. G. Garr ett , Ch apl ain to 
th e hospit al, and the lesson was rea d by one of our officer s. 

After th e service a sherr y par ty was held in th e officers' mess. 
7 



Colon el E. M . E . D awe, A .D .A. .S. toge th er with Gro u p Officer A.M. 
Willi amson , Prin cess M ary's R oya l Air Force, Nurs ing Service, 
Win g Officer M. F . Ark ell , W omen 's R oya l Air Force, Major 
I. M. Smith , Wom en 's Ro ya l Army Cor ps, M iss P . Hill , Senior 
W elfar e Offic er , M.E.L.F ., and Mi ss]. Pu gh , Chaplain's Assistant, 
ca me from R ea r G .H.Q . Epi skopi whi ch is seven ty-four mil es away . 
Having mad e a very ea rly start th ey were able to be p resen t at th e 
Chur ch Service and remained to lun cheon with us. 

On Tu esday 27 M arc h 1956 a QAR ANC Ot her R anks dance 
was held in th e R ed Cro ss D epartm ent , and prove d to be a most 
enjo yabl e evenin g, we ll supp orte d by all ra nks. 

Our final celebra tion was on r r Ap ril r 956 in the form of a dance 
held in th e QARANC officers mess. We danced to the ban d of the 
rst South Sta ffordshir e R egim ent and thu s concl ud ed for anot her 
yea r our Corp s celebr ations. 

H . H AEFEY, L/ 160. 

HAMBURG. On a crisp clea r Sund ay m orn ing Officers and 
Oth er R anks , Q.A.R .A.N .C ., toge th er with some me mbe rs of the 
R.A.M.C. and th eir famili es, made their way th ro ugh th e pin e 
copse to th e littl e hospit al chapel, which nestled beneat h the dark 
br anches. After th e bitt er wint er wea th er which ha d , un til so 
rece ntl y, held thi s most nor th ern B.M .H. in Ge rmany, in a cloa k 
of thi ck snow, and had hun g hu ge icicles from its eaves and wind ows, 
th e wa rmth of th e ea rly sprin g sun had almost over night, free d the 
cold ea rth from it s whit e veil and was now ur ging the bare trees to 
put forth th eir green bud s, and th e birds to sing peons of gladn ess. 
So we enter ed int o th e chapel with a glad song in ou r hearts also, 
to join in worship on thi s our Corp s Week Service . 

Th e promi se of sprin g out side had been bro ugh t within by th e 
big bun ches of tulip s a nd da ffodils on the a ltar. T here was an 
inspirin g addr ess by Padr e R obe rt s, Cpl. Bru ce, Q .A.R .A.N.C ., 
rea d th e lesson. Th e collection was ta ken by Lts . Mayes an d 
Thom as. H ymn s, in which all j oined heart ily in singing were 
ac comp anied on th e orga n by Ca pt. W. Bexo n, R. A.M.C. 

Next day in th e ga ily decor ated dinin g hall the Q .A. O. R s. held 
th eir dance . Thi s was a great success. A Germa n ban d provi ded 
mu sic for th e da ncers who performed ta ngoes, wa ltzes, foxtrots an d 
ind eed man y oth er dances with great zest and mu ch happy laught er. 
Durin g th e evenin g ra ffle tickets were sold for the var ious pr izes 
whi ch had been dona ted . Th e sum of £3 , 5s. 6d. was thu s ra ised 
and add ed to th e chur ch collection to be forwar ded to the Q .A. 
Association Benevolent Fund . 

Fro m th e hospit a l tower beside th e U nion J ack on Tues day 
Febru ary 27th our ow n Q.A. Fl ag flew in the stiff breeze. By 
6.30 p.m. a smilin g pa r ty of officers, with their Matron, Maj or 
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N. H. HODGMAN, R.R.C., were gathered in the anteroom 
waiting to greet their guests invited to join them at the cocktail 
party with which they were celebrating Q.A. Day. A delightful 
evening was spent by one and all, if the sounds of gay laughter and 
chatter which rose on all sides was any criterion. 

As the moon rose above the trees around the Mess, the last 
guest was bidden God Speed and another Corps Day had slipped 
into the limbo of the past. 

w. G. I. HOBBS A/Hos/27. 

Reproduced by kind permission of the Editor of the Church Illustrated. 
(The Church's National Famif:Y Magazine.) 

A New English Town is Built in 
Germany . . . and the Church is 

there 
by Mrs. Cicef:Y Williams. 

HISTORY is being written in Germany during the present decade. 
Western Germany has regained its status of sovereign power; the 
problem of the unification of the whol e country is engaging the 
attention of the Governments of many nations ; the occupying 
Allied Forces have become instead, a co-operating force, and the 
vast camp at Mi.inchen-Gladbach which comprises Joint Head
quarters is virtually a slice of Great Britain superimposed upon the 
continent of Europe, a state of affairs which will probably continue 
during the next thirty years. 

Throughout the vicissitudes of the post war period in Germany 
the Church has never failed ; wherever the Armed Forces of the 
Crown have been dispersed the Church has been there to serve 
them in spite of inevitable lack of accommodation. 

Sometimes the only way to provide a Church has been to use a 
building that could be spared ; for example, the Church at 
Hamelin, of Pied Piper fame, is a converted stable and its dedica
tion, most fittingly, is the Church of the Nativity. 

At Iserlohn the Army has possession of a fine German Church, in 
the lovely old town of Gelle, rather ironically the present British 
Garrison Church was formerly a German Garrison Church. There 
are today no less than one hundred and forty-six churches and 
chapels, excluding the Roman Catholic Church, serving the Rhine 
Army, Three are the magnificent school chapels of the co
educational boarding-schools for children of the members of the 
Forces at Pion, Wilhelmshaven, and Hamm. 
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Within the last year the great camp of Miinchen-Gladbach has 
been completed to serve as Joint Headquarters, a tremendous 
enterprise, which has already a population of 10,000, and where 
staff officers of four nations work side by side. Joint Headquarters 
is indeed a " new town " on an immense scale. Nothing has been 
forgotten ; there are married quarters, barracks, schools, sports 
fields, a swimming bath, families' hostels, shops, clubs, a theatre 
and two cinemas, and as so seldom seems to happen in a new housing 
area at home, the Church is there in force. The Church of England, 
the Church of Scotland in conjunction with the Free Churches, and 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

The English Church is dedicated very appropriately to St. 
Boniface, the British saint from Devon who took Christianity to 
the Friesian Islands and the Germanic peoples. Like the Camp 
itself St. Boniface is a sample of co-operation-it is the Church of 
Joint Headquarters and belongs equally to all Armed Forces of the 
Crown. 

The entire Camp was built by German contractors and craftsmen, 
under the supervision of the Royal Engineers ; the architect for all 
three churches was Dr. Varvarovsky, one of the well known leaders 
in his profession. The whole task of building was achieved in less 
than a year. In August 1954 there was no sign of a church, 
except the site on which it was to stand ; in August 1955 the Church 
was complete and already in use ; a state of affairs that must be 
the envy of many a diocesan bishop at home ! 

The dedication of St. Boniface took place on Sunday September 
18th, 1 955, the fifteenth anniversary of the Battle of Britain. 

It was dedicated by the Archbishop of Canterbury who came 
to Germany especially to perform the ceremony. It was an historic 
occasion, a never-to-be-forgotten event in the lives of those who 
were present. In the congregation were the leaders of the Army and 
R.A.F. and Flag Officer, Germany representing the Royal Navy. 
It was a colourful and most representative procession that moved up 
the nave as the clock struck eleven. First the choir in the attractive 
blue robes of the Royal Church of Music, to which it is affiliated ; 
then the Garrison and Station Chaplains, a Royal Naval Chaplain, 
the Pastor and District Supervisor of the German Evangelische 
Kirche and the Bishop of the Old Catholic Church from Bonn, 
vividly vested. Then came the Church-wardens preceding the 
Assistant Chaplain-General and the Assistant Chaplain-in-Chief, 
who escorted the Archbishop of Canterbury, resplendent in his 
lovely Coronation cope and mitre-a gift from the Anglican Church 
in Japan and made by Japanese women. 

St. Boniface stands almost in the centre of the camp at Miinchen
Gladbach an advantage not enjoyed by every church at home. 
It is a modern church, as befits a great modern organisation. The 

10 

,' --- - • • .,,~ ~-l.J 



bell is tolled by electri city ; th e orga n th e la test elec troni c model ; 
th e lightin g is th e last word in m odern installa tion s. And ye t, it is 
not m odern in th e surr ea list sense, as are so man y new chur ches on 
th e Con tin ent today . Abo ve all, it is not an experim ental church , 
which is the last thi ng th e ave rage Nation al Servi ceman would 
desire . For him eve ryth ing aro und him , ind eed the very fact of 
his national serv ice, is such an uph ea val in his life, that it is of 
imm ense importance to him th at th e chur ch should suggest som e
thin g un changed a nd un changea ble- th e perm anent ind estructibl e 
va lues which have stood th e test of tim e. 

Th e child ren of Serv icemen and of oth er joint H.Q. personnel ar e 
ca tere d for by th e Scout s, Cub s, Guid es and Bro wnies ; th e 
M oth ers' Uni on is a flouri shin g a ffair with a mo st crea tiv e pro
gramm e. Th ere is a Chur ch Cent re where a ll th e norm al afternoon 
and evenin g ac tivities are held a nd where th e Stag Hou se Club, 
famili ar to so many when H.Q. , B.A.O .R . was in Bad O eynhaus en , 
conti nues its very ac tive existence. Thi s Club is a fellowship , open 
to a ll R anks of th e Arm y and th e R.A .F. , run und er th e auspices 
of th e Garr ison Chu rc h . Ex-m emb ers of th e Club have form ed a 
fellowship in Englan d , and from tim e to tim e hold reunion s in 
Lond on. 

In a congrega tion which is foreve r on th e m ove, it is essenti a l 
th at everyo ne shall play th eir par t. Th e m any duti es associated 
with a vigoro us chur ch life are not left to th e usual faithful few, but 
are und erta ken by a large band of willin g workers. For example 
th e W .R .A.C . and W .R .A.F . a nd th e Sund ay school childr en all 
take th eir tu rn in doing th e a ltar flowers, and th e Na tional Servicem en 
of the Arm y an d R .A. F. form th e regul ar rot a of Servers. Th e 
same is true of sidesmen a nd of th e excellent choir , which is com
po sed of membe rs of the famili es resident in th e ca mp , who give their 
serv ices un stinti ng ly, Sund ay after Sund ay . 

Th e deeper side of th e chur ch life from which th e spirit of servi ce 
springs, lies in exper ienced an d devo ted hand s. Th ere are th e 
Serv ice chaplains, a trul y m ag nificent Chur ch Arm y Sister , a nd a 
Ch apl ain 's Assistant for special work am ong th e \ ,Vom en 's Services. 
Th e Gar rison p rov id es its nor m al quot a of men who a tt end th e 
cour ses in Chri stian Lea dership ar ra nged for th e Arm y a t th e 
Chur ch H ouse at I serlohn , and a t th e R .A.F . M ora l Lea dership 
Centr e a t Cologne. Du ring the wint er th e Bishop of Cro ydon condu c
ted a M ission at M iinchen- Gladb ac h a nd a few wee ks la ter , farth er 
a field in th e Rhin e Ar my he held special cour ses for wa rr ant 
officers, and sergea nt s and th eir wives . Thu s qui etly but efficientl y 
St. Boni face seeks to m ake itself th e spi ritu al focus in th e life of th e 
communit y of which it is a lrea dy th e geogra phi ca l centr e. 
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From Here and There 
Th ree officers of Qu een Alexan dr a's Roya l Army N ursing Cor ps 

have bee n secon ded for service with th e Pakistan Ar me d Forces to 
assist in th e re-orga nisa tion of th eir Milit ary Nur sing Serv ice . 

Lt.-C olonel S. E. Hu ghes, R.R. C ., who until rece ntl y was Com
m and ant of the Depot & T. E., Q.A .R.A .N.C. is to assum e th e 
appointm ent of Chi ef Prin cipal Ma tro n (with th e rank of colonel) 
a t G.H.Q. R awa lpindi, and Maj or M .P.A. Albr echt , A.R.R.C. , 
and Maj or C. P . Ma ud sley, A.R.R.C. , are to be M atron s of Milit ary 
Ho spi ta ls a t R awa lpindi an d Lahor e. 

Lt .-Co lonel Hu ghes and Maj or Alb rec ht left th e U.K. to take 
up th eir app ointm ent s on 10th M arch , 1956, sailin g on M.V. 
Circass ia. Major M aud sley is serving in Cyrenaica, joined th e 
ship at Port Said. 

M ay I , th ro ugh th e m edium of our Gaze tt e, th ank all thos e who 
so very genero usly sub scribe to th e Q.A.R .A.N.C . Association 
Funds . 

It is such a com fort to old and sick memb ers of th e Associa tion 
to kn ow th ey are not forgo tt en- It mak es us feel we are still memb ers 
of a large and happ y famil y. 

Th e wond erful Christm as hamp er with so many useful thin gs 
and so bea utifull y packed , makes all th e difference to our Chri stm as, 
a t leas t it do es to min e, and a t Easter a book tok en , it mea ns so 
mu ch to th ose like myself, with small incomes, who ca nn ot a fford to 
bu y books. 

I am filled with deep gra titud e for a ll th e help I receive from th e 
Associa tion . 

E .S.N. A .157r. 

0~ O ctob er 29th , 1955, 42 memb ers a ttend ed th e Annu al 
South Scotl a nd Bra nch Dinn er held in All an W ater Hot el, Bridge of 
Allan . M emb ers ca me from Stirlin g, Edinbu rg h and Glasgow. 
All vot ed it a very successful eve nin g. In th e regre tted abse nce of 
M a tron -in -Chi ef, Lt. -Col. Mac kaness, A.D.A .N.S ., Scotti sh 
Comm and , was guest of honour. 

Gl asgow m emb ers have held successful meetin gs once a month in 
O verseas Club , Glasgow, exce pt durin g Jun e, Jul y and Au gust. 
Annu al Genera l Mee tin g was held th ere on Sa turd ay, 18th 
Feb ru ary, 1956. Business of meetin g was a tt end ed to includin g 
election of new commi ttee, a nd th en Me mb ers forega th ered for 
Bring an d Buy Sa le which rea lized th e sum of £ 41 , after which a 
cup of tea was enjo yed by all. 
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The United Services Club, 34, Cavendish Square, London, W. r. 
Tel.: Mayfair 4001 . This Club, which was a gift to the three 
Nursing Services after the first World War, affords all the 
facilities of a Club in the heart of London at a cost below that 
of comparable Clubs. It is about two hundred yards from Oxford 
Circus and has twenty-six bedrooms. 

Between the wars a profit was made. This has enabled the 
Directors to maintain its financial stability, and recently the 
public rooms have been redecorated. It is hoped that all 
Q.A.R.A.N.C. who contemplate joining a Club will visit and make 
inquiries about it. I ask your co-operation in our efforts to in
crease the Membership, which now totals over r ,ooo. Half of 
these are in the Nursing Profession, the remainder are friends and 
acquaintances proposed by members. 

As a Founder Member and a frequent visitor to the Club through
out my 27 years of service, I can vouch for its usefulness as a" home 
from home " in the centre of London and a resting place for those 
who pass through or return to London from overseas. 

The Secretary will be glad to answer any inquiries or to arrange 
for prospective members to see the lub at any time. 

KATHERINE H . JoNES. L29. (Matron-in-Chief. Retired) 
Chairman U.N.S. Club, 

HORSE to HELICOPTER Exhibition and Fair in the gardens of 
Marlborough House, St. James's, roth and r rth July, ro a.m.-
8 p.m. in aid of Royal College of Nursing Appeals Fund. 

Authentic but light-hearted Exhibition full of interest shov,ing 
means of travel 1756-r956, with parade of travel clothes worn 
during this period. Commentary by stage or television celebrity at 
each showing. 

The British Transport Commission, the main Shipping Lines, 
B.O.A.C. and B.E.A. and The Rootes Group, are among the main 
exhibitors. 

There will also be stalls and side shows, a band playing each 
afternoon, and refreshments will be available. 

Admission rst day 5 /- (2/6d. from 5 p.m.) 
3 /6d. ( r /6d. from 5 p.m.) 

ln response to numerous requests for photographs of the portrait 
of Miss F. C. Goodall C.B.E., General Secretary Royal College of 
Nursing, painted by James Gunn A.R.A., and presented to tpe 
College, mounted matt prints have now been prepared-:-'f"'.'.o 
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sizes are ava ilable, 8½ in. by 6½in . 4 /6d . eac h; 14½in . by 12 in ., 
12 /- eac h. 

Ord ers for auto graph ed copies should be sent with remitta nce to th e 
Inform a tion Offi cer, R oya l Co llege of Nursing, ia, H enr iett a 
Place , Cavendi sh Squ are, Lond on , W. 1. 

Mi ss S. R . Burr ell A3736 (4th., from righ t back row) 
wo uld like to hea r from oth ers in thi s gro up taken a t 

Rouen, Augu st 19 14. 

The following is a short acco unt of th e ac tivities of the Mill bank 
Branch . . Th e Bra nch held a very successful R affle in Novemb er 
and raised ju st ove r twent y pound s for th e Benevo lent Fund s. 

In J anu ary we had a very pleasa nt evenin g when we had a Film 
Show ar ra nged by Mr s. M . J. Bound y, a t which some ex trem ely 
int erestin g Films were shown in conn ection with Shell Produ cts. 

Th e Annu al General M eetin g was held in Ma rch , when new 
Officers and Committ ee were elected , a nd pl ans for th e new year 
arrang ed . 

H. H AiIBL IN. L1 36 . 
Hon. Sec . 

Corps Sports News 
Very littl e news has com e in from th e units durin g the winter 

months of sporting ac tiviti es, but it is hoped that with th e better 
weath er and th e lon ger days, sport s officers are startin g tr a ining for 
the Corp s Sports to be held on 27thJun e, 1956, and for th e M edforth 
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Cup and Int er Services Tennis Tournament. The Cup for the 
latter must not be allowed to leave us after only one year's tenure. 

Capt. E. M. G. Scott from the D epot is to be congratulated on 
being selected to be a member of the Southern Command 
Badminton Team. She pl ayed with the tea m in the Inter Com
mand Competition at Ald ershot in Januar y. 

Pte. Gee from No. 1 Company, Ald ershot is to be heartily 
congratulated on being one of the ten women from which the Army 
Women's Netb all Team. was finally selected This distinction 
was achieved in spite of an appendicectomy in the middle of the 
Netball Season. She was finally selected as 1st reserve for the 
Inter Services Tournament on 20th 1viarch. 

B. GoRDON· L. 199 

REUNION 
Hyde Park Hotel, Knightshridge, S. W.l 

Saturday, June 3oth., 4 - 7 p.m. 
Tickets 10/- Members. 12/6 Non-members. 

Apply 

Q.A.R.A.N.C. ASSOCIATION (Reunion) 
20 JOHN ISLIP ST. , MILLBANK LONDON, S.W.1. 

Annual General Meeting 
THE Q.A.R.A.N.C. ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING WILL BE HELD AT THE HYDE PARK HOTEL 
AT 2-30 p.m. SATURDAY 30th, JU E 1956 PRIOR TO 
THE REUNION-Members wishing to attend please notify us 
when making application for Reunion tick ets and Agenda can be 
sent. 

The most important business of th e meeting will be the election 
of a Chairman and three memb ers to fill vacancies on the Central 
Committee (M anaging Trustees of the Association). 

It is very much hoped that a Chairman may be elected from 
ex-Reserves or T.A.N.S. as since the Matron-in-Chief became ex
officio the Association President, it is no lon ger essent ial to restrict 
the Chairmanship to retired senior Regulars. 

NOMINATIONS ARE REQUIRED FOR CHAIRMAN 
AND THREE MEMBERS AND SHOULD BE SENT IN AS 
EARLY AS POSSIBLE -A LL NOMINATIONS OR RE
NOMINATIONS SENT IN BY MEMBERS MUST STATE 
THAT THE MEMBER NOMINATED HAS AGREED TO 
STAND. 

15 



. . ·-··-· ····· .... ···--· ··-·-····--··-· ·-·---~~ . - ~-· 

Term expired memb ers :-

Lt.-Col. P. Widger Q.A.R.A.N.C. retd. not willing to 
Miss I. C. C. Withers Q.A.I.M.N.S. retd. 
Miss G. R. Bailey ex W.O.I.I., Q.A.R.A.N.C. 
Lt.-C,1!. M. E. Harris Q.A.R.A.N.C. retd. 

,, 

" 

stand 

The Royal Visit to I{aduna 
THE personnel of West Africa Command frequently feel that they 

belong to a forgotten Army and that they are in an isolated and 
disregarded corner of the earth. It was therefore, with feelings of 
complete incredulity, followed by those of the liveliest anticipation, 
that they heard ot the impending visit of Her Majesty the Queen to 
Nigeria. The itinerary for the tour was eagerly awaited an d 
nowhere more so than in Kaduna. Kaduna, far removed from the 
Westernised Coastal areas ; Kaduna, capita l of the vast Northern 
Region with a ll its vivid contrasts ; that region of splendid and 
ancient Muslim Emirates and of the most primitive pagans ; of 
eager desire for knowledge and dismal belief in Ju-Ju. 

The time for preparation was not very lon g and work commenced 
at once. Decorating here where buildings are few and far between 
and routes are long, offers a vastly different problem from that of 
built-up areas. Even the gardens cou ld not provide very much in 
the way of colour, for th e long dry season had reduced practica lly 
everything to brown and shrive lled scrub. The road from the 
airport to Government House was lin ed by standards draped in red 
white and blue and eac h decorated with a shie ld depicting either 
the Union flag or the Royal Standard. In the township itself 
triumphal arches were erected, each bearing the Royal Arms, and in 
two cases having large crowns suspended from them. At the corner 
of the Military Hospital compound was a sup erb arch erected by the 
neighbouring inmates of the Technica l Institute and Trade Centre . 
This arch consisted of a triple span in pale blue metal. A most 
magnificent crown was suspended from it and by an arrangement 
of vanes, the crown revolved in the breeze. To add th e finishing 
touch both arch and crown were illuminated with red and white 
and blue electric lights every night of Her Maj esty 's stay in Nigeria. 
Stands were improvised in the gro und s of the hospital for con 
valescent patients and for wives and chi ldr en . These stands were 
either painted or draped to add to the festive air. Beds were sited 
along part of the route and raised on concrete blocks for those 
patients who were unfit to get up for the occasion. 

Meanwhile a great camp was being built on the outskirts of 
Kaduna, a camp to accommodate over 6,000 men and 2,000 horses 
of the provincial contingents, who already in December, were on 
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the move towards the capital. By road, rail and river, on foot, in 
canoes and on horseback they came. Those who journeyed with 
their horses probably had the hardest time of all, for some of them 
were over five weeks on the road and sometimes did more than 
twenty miles a day between staging posts-a gruelling trek in 
country such as this. Though the hardships of the journey were 
well understood, there was nevertheless, very keen competition for 
inclusion in each contingent. Thus by the end of January those 
chosen to take part in the Durbar were converging on the camp 
which awaited them. This camp was wonderfully organised. 
Roads had been cut and sign-posted for every contingent so that 
each could remain as a compact group. Water and fuel were laid 
on for the men and fodder for the horses. A veterinary surgeon 
was in constant attendance. The mountains of wood and fodder 
which had been stock-piled had to be seen to be believed, and 
horse-lines containing 2,000 horses-not to mention a few camels
were a sight that few are likely ever to see again. The health 
authorities were very busy, for apart from taking preventative 
measures against likely epidemics, they had to bear in mind the 
fact that the horses had passed through the dreaded tsetse belt, and 
they had to arrange all extra precautions on this score. At the 
same time thousands of school children were brought in from the 
outlying provinces and housed in and around Kaduna. The fact 
that all went well reflects the greatest credit on the authorities 
concerned. 

In our own small way at the hospital, we were busy too. We 
provided crash teams to be at the airport on the arrival and 
departure days, and first-aid posts for the Durbar and Children's 
Parade, and the operating theatre was held in readiness to deal 
with any casualties. Accommodation was provided for some 
members of Her Majesty's entourage and for air crews, in the various 
hospital Messes. The R.A.M.C. mounted a half company for 
route lining and on the days of arrival and departure the Q.A.R.A.N .C. 
also mounted a contingent of five officers who were stationed at 
the hospital main gate. The hospital is situated very near 
Government House and so the patients and personnel were privi
leged to see the Queen each time she passed, without having to 
leave their own compound. 

The long awaited day dawned at last, and to everyone's delight 
the harmattan which had been blowing strongly for several previous 
days, had ceased entirely. Nature was even bountiful enough to 
provide a cool breeze, which was much appreciated, especially by 
the route-lining party. Her Majesty's plane touched down at 
12-15 p.m. and whilst a fly-past of Canberra bombers took place 
at the airport, excitement mounted steadily, particularly among the 
Africans who in their native dress, waving their flags, provided 
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grea t pa tches of vivid colour aga inst the bac kgro und of d ry a nd 
with ered bu sh. Co lour was add ed to the scene a lso by the da rk 
red tarb ooshes and sca rlet Zouave j ackets of many of the tro ops. 
Then from th e di stance ca me th e sound of cheerin g and th at stra nge 
ulul ation by whi ch Afri ca n wom en give vent to their feelin gs. A 
few minut es mor e and th e Qu een, with th e Duk e of Edin bur gh a t 
her side, passed us by, tra vellin g in an open car. As th ey went 
slowly down th e ro ad and int o th e ground s of Gove rnm ent H ouse, 
we told our selves th a t th ey were ac tu ally here among us in K adun a. 

In th e la te aftern oon th e Qu een and th e Duk e dro ve out to th e 
Polo Ground . Thi s visit was not on th e officia l pro gramm e and 
so few people were throngin g th e ro ad. Th ose in th e hospit a l who 
happ ened to be ava ila ble, thu s had an un expected a nd com
pletel y unimp eded view of th e R oya l visitors, both now and aga in 
wh en the y return ed about an hour la ter to att end a Sta te Dinn er a t 
Governm ent Hous e th a t evenin g. 

Th e next day brought th e grea t Durb ar and a trul y m ag nificent 
spectacle it was . From eve ry cor ner of th e wid e North ern R egion 
th e conting ents had come to pay honour to th eir Qu een. On th eir 
arriv al a t th e Durb ar arena escort ed by mount ed outrid ers of th e 
N ativ e Auth orit y Poli ce, H er Maj esty and Hi s R oya l Hi ghn ess 
first dro ve round the Provin cial contin gent s and th en inspected th e 
Gu ard of H onour m ount ed by th e 4th Batt alion , Nigeria R egim ent. 
Th e Qu ee n in a bea utiful eve nin g dr ess and wear ing th e blu e sash 
of th e Gart er, with th e brilli ance of her tiara a nd parur e flashin g in 
th e sun , pr esent ed a rega l figur e ind eed. W hen Hi s Ro ya l 
Hi ghn ess had finished his inspection , the Qu een m ount ed th e steps 
of th e R oya l Pavilion and took her sea t, with th e Duk e a t her side. 
The Gu ard of Hon our and Ba nd m arched past a nd th en bega n th e 
pro cession of th e Pro vin cial contin gent s of which th ere were 
twel ve . Th e ord er or m arch past wa s Pla tea u, K abb a, Benu e, 
Ilorin , Niger , Zaria, K a tsin a, Ad amawa, Bauchi , K ano, Bornu and 
Sokoto. Eac h contin gent was led by it s Chi ef or Emir. Th ey 
marched pa st on a circular rout e, salutin g as th ey passed th e Ro ya l 
Pavilion. E ac h Chi ef detac hed him self th ere from his contin gent, 
rod e up to H er M aj esty, salut ed whilst in th e saddl e, th en di s
mount ed and took his sea t in th e stand s. T he process ion itself took 
over two hour s to m arch past th e Qu een an d what a n incredibl e 
sight it was . Trul y it has been ca lled a uniqu e spectacle. H ere 
ind eed was all th e ancient spl end our and var iety of th e Nor th . 
Colou rs beside whi ch a ra inb ow wo uld pale, m aterials whose richn ess 
is seld om seen in th e modern world , all com bined in thi s un for
gett able panor am a . Th e horses were ca par isoned in un bel ieva ble 
fashion ; som e had glitt er ing sa tin tra ins floa tin g out behind th em , 
som e had th eir legs encase d in velve t trousers ! Many of th e riders 
wore centuri es' old chain -m ail dating from th e Cru sades, which 
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had been ca rri ed ove r th e antien t earavat1 rout es from Palestine 
and Egypt, ac ross th e desert to th e shores of far Lake Ch ad , ~o 
rem ain in th e pro ud custody of cer tain famili es th ere for eight 
centuri es, and now to be brought ye t anoth er thou sand mil es to add 
to th e splendour of this Durb ar. Int erspersed amon g th e rid ers wer e 
trump eters and oth er mu sicia ns whose instrum ent s seem ed to be as 
old as tim e, wit ch do ctor s and j esters, snake-charm ers and tumblers , 
pag an tribesm en wea rin g onl y grass skirt s and th e body gu ards of 
the Emirs ceaselessly twirlin g th e grea t Sta te umbrella s over their 
master's heads and fannin g th em with ostrich and peacock feath ered 
fans. Steppin g disdainfull y throu gh it all wer e th e ca mels , several 
of th em ca rrying two drumm ers. Contin gent followed contin gent 
and th e noise and th e colour never for a moment abated until all 
had passed. Th en ind eed for a few mom ents , silence and stillness 
descend t>d and th e specta tor s felt sudd enly as thou gh th ey had 
aw akened from a tr ance. After the pro cession ca me th e J ahi , 
that famous charge of hors emen. In on e wave after another 
the y ga llop ed to within ya rds of th e Ro ya l Pavilion and brought 
th eir hors es up rea rin g, whil st th ey raised their right arms in salute 
and th eir cry of " Salaa m Sarauni a " echo ed ac ross the arena. 
Finall y th ere race d past a band of mount ed spearm en, half leather
clad , half naked , emittin g blood- curdlin g and ea r-splittin g cries 
till th ey were lost in an envelopin g cloud of pur suin g dust. After 
this H er M aj esty wa s grac iousl y pleased to addr ess th e assembled 
comp any , over th e publi c addr ess system . H er speech was th en 
bro adcast in H ausa and thus th e grea t Durb ar was brou ght to a 
fittin g close. 

Th at aftern oon th ere was a ga rd en part y and Inv estitur e at 
Gov ernm ent Hou se. Thr ee fortun ate Q .A.R.A.N.C. officers were 
amon g th e guests and were pri vileged to witn ess th e Inv estitur e. 

Th e following day saw th e Childr en 's Para de. The childr en 
were dr awn up und er th e bann ers of th eir respective pro vin ces. 
H er M aj esty and Hi s R oya l Hi ghn ess arriv ed and ent ered th e Ro yal 
Pavilion after being greeted by th e Pr emi er and th e Minist er of 
Edu ca tion. Th e Qu een was th en pr esent ed with a bouqu et by an 
Afri can scho ol girl , after which she and th e Duk e drov e a round th e 
ranks of school childr en in th e Ro ya l Land-Ro ver . Th ere was a 
displ ay depictin g a typica l str eet scene in a N orth ern Nig eri an 
village. A model village had been con stru cted and som e of th e 
childr en portr aye d th e everyday life of such a vill age . Some 
work ed in th e pl an ta tion laid out nea rb y, som e spun cotton whilst 
oth ers wove cloth. On e gro up of boys was engage d in wood
ca rvin g and anot her in lea th er work . Th e girls pound ed corn and 
de cora ted ca labashes whil st oth ers ca red for th e goa ts and hens, 
and th e in evit able donk ey took adv ant age of th e occa sion to kick 
up his heels and be thoroughl y frisky. Th e Ro ya l visitors app ea red 
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greatl y int ereste d and spe nt a considerab le tim e in going around the 
village. After th ey had return ed to the Ro ya l Pav ilion, a schoolboy 
an d school girl pr esented gifts for Prince Charles and Prin cess Anne. 
Th e Qu een and th e Duk e th en left the arena and pro ceede d by ca r 
to th e W est Afri ca n Institut e for Trypanosomiasis R esea rch, 
where th ey were told of the wor k being done on the problems of 
sleeping sickness and testse in Nigeria. They saw work go ing on 
in th e vario us laboratories an d hea rd of th e resea rch taking place on 
the changes in th e hum an body after infection by trypanosomes. 
Th ey also hea rd of experiments which are being car ried out with 
new dru gs, to pr event ca ttle from becoming infected. Afterwards a 
demonstrat ion of trypanosomiasis tre a tm ent was given and th e 
R oya l visitors saw some of th e Fulani catt le. On leav ing th e West 
Afric an In stitute for Try panoso mi asis R esearc h , the Ro ya l pro
cession visited th e Officers Mess of th e 4th Batt a lion , the Nigeria 
R egiment where th ey met officers of that Unit befor e returnin g to 
Gov er nm ent H ouse. 

At five o'clock th at evenin g the Qu een an d the Duk e went to 
Lu gard H all, where th e Presid ent of th e Hou se of Assembly was 
pr esented . H er Maj esty a nd Hi s Ro ya l Hi ghn ess th en entered the 
Chamb er of th e Hous e and took their seats on th e Royal D ais. 
Th e Lo ya l Addr ess was rea d by th e Pr emier in both English and 
H ausa an d H er M aj esty repli ed, a translation being rea d by the 
Clerk to th e Legislat ur e . Th e Qu een an d th e Duk e were then 
escorted out of th e Chamber a nd up to th e balcon y of Lu gard H all, 
where th ey were please d to ac knowl edg e th e greetin gs of the crow d. 
On re -entering th e H all , th e senior Chief and one elected memb er 
from eac h provin ce were pr esente d. The Qu een and th e Duk e 
th en return ed to Governme nt H ouse, wher e, late r on th at eve ning 
th ey saw a displ ay of tr adition a l tribal danc ing . Meanwhile in 
anoth er par t of the town there was a very successful firework display, 
whi ch gave th e popul ace grea t enjo yment. 

So , a ll too soon, ca me the day of depart ur e and for the last tim e 
th e Qu een an d th e Duk e drov e past th e hospit al. Life in Kaduna 
seemed very dull ind eed for the next few da ys, until everyd ay routine 
once mor e assert ed itself. Our reg ret a t th eir depar ture was mix ed 
with ple asure in the knowl edge th a t th ey were go ing to Jo s, high up 
on the pl atea u a nd mu ch cooler, for a short rest, before continuing 
th eir tour of th e other regions. 

Th e vivid memories of these few wond erful days will remain with 
us a lways and ind eed H er Majesty in a farewe ll speech bro adcas t 
from Lagos, left with us a constant remind er of this Roy al Visit, 
for she was grac iou sly please d to honour th e Nig eria R egim ent by con 
ferrin g upon them the ti tle of" Th e Qu een's O wn Nig eria R egim ent. " 
For our par t we venture to hope th at th e Qu een a nd the Duke 
th emse lves, will a lways reca ll wi th in terest and pleasure, their 
brief visit to this great a nd wid ely div erse countr y of Nigeria. 

L.D. (L.44) 
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Obituary 
MABELL , LADY AIRLIE . 

M any of our old er mem bers will have rea d with reg ret of the 
passing of M abell Count ess of Airli e who di ed in London on th e 
7th April at th e age of go. Lady Airli e was a striking figure, her 
whit e hair, large pictur e hat and rega l bea ring rem emb ered by 
man y ofus wh en we were int erviewed by th e Q.A.I.M.N.S. Nursing 
Board as appli ca nt s for th e Arm y Nursin g Servi ce , and ag ain in 
att end ance on H er la te Ma j esty Que en M ary, a t some of the pr e
war Q.A . At Hom es hon our ed by Th e Pr esident , Qu een Alex
andr a's Imp eria l Milit ary Nu rsing Service, Lady Airli e wa s on 
th e Q .A.I. M.N .S. u rsing Boa rd for twent y-four yea rs from 
1 g I0- 34, and for eight een years was th e Board Pr esident. 

M abell, Co unt ess of Airli e , moth er of th e pr esent Earl of Airli e 
wa s a close friend of Qu een M ary to whom she wa s Lad y of th e 
Bedchamb er for 50 yea rs. Eld est daught er of th e fifth Earl of 
Arr an , she m arr ied the eighth Earl of Airli e in 1886. H e wa s 
kill ed in ac tion in th e South Afri ca n W ar. T wo sons and two 
daughters of th e marri age survi ve . 

Lady Airli e was th e witt y a uthor of thr ee book s of historic a l 
remini scences " In Whi g Soc iety 1775-1818 ,"" Lady Pa lmer stonand 
her Tim es " a nd " With th e Gu ard s we shall go. " Th e latt er volum e 
gives an acco unt of th e fashionable bea u ties who flocked to th e Crim ea n 
W ar , and Lady Airli e m ention s her cou sin , Lady Erroll, sharin g 
with her hu sba nd a very sm all tent with no room for mor e th an the 
one ca mp bed . " Hi s Lor dship had th e bed and Lady Erroll 
slept on th e ground. " 

The First Step Forward 
A new Q.A.R .A.N.C. M ess wa s officiall y open ed a t Colchest er 

on th e 27th J anu ary 1956, by th e Dir ec tor -General of Arm y 
M edica l Services, Lt. General Sir Fr ederick H arris K.B.E. , C.B. , 
M.C. , Q.H.S. , in th e pr esence of Briga di er Dam e Helen Gillespi e 
D.B.E., R.R.C. , Q .H.N .S. , officers of th e Q .A.R.A .N .C., and many 
distin guished guests. 

Th e M ayor and l'vfa yoress of Colch ester , Ald erman and Mrs. 
Cr aig, and th e M a tron of th e Essex Count y Hospit a l, were amon g 
th e guests, a lso m any high rankin g officers from Comm and and 
Di stri ct. 

Sir Fr ederick H arri s expr essed his delight in officia lly op ening th e 
first Q .A.R.A .N. C . M ess built and compl eted sinc e World W ar II. 

A silvered key ca rri ed by the P.M.C. M ajor C.E. Rowl es on a 
scarlet velvet cushion edged with silver grey cord , was pr esent ed to 
th e D .G .A.M.S. to perform th e openin g cere mony. Accomp anied 
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by the Matron, Major U . A. Dowling R.R.C. , he unlocked the main 
door leading into th e spaciou s hall and lounge. After the opening 
the guests toured th e bui lding and return ed to enjoy a delicious 
buffet lun cheon in the Mess. 

The Mess, which will accommod ate twenty three officers is a 
modern, centrall y heated building , decorat ed in pastel shades and 
equ ipp ed with mod ern style furniture . Fr ench windows lead from 
th e ante and dining rooms on to a paved terr ace which runs along 
the front of the building lookin g South ac ross th e fields. Lawns 
an d garden are still in the initi a l stage . 

The furnishings and appointm ent s are a ttr ac tive and the rooms 
were gay with lovely spring flowers. Th e bedrooms are light and 
with a pleas ant outlook, a nd oth er rooms and offices convenien tly 
situated. Cost is und erstood to have been about £50,000. 

We wish the Q.A .R.A.N.C . every success and happin ess now an d 
always, but it is impossibl e not to wond er how lon g th e Corps is to 
wait before new accommod a tion , particularl y that for senior staff 
is equated to that of oth er officers of simil ar rank , or to that now en

joyed by civilian nur sing sta ff of comp arable seniorit y, a lso occupy-
ing mod ern qu art ers. 

N,._•prorl11ca l by I /Je court,·s_\' 011d />t"r111i,~i o11 ,,f titf C,,Jrl1t'.~lo (;o~i' lf t•. 

Li eut-G enera l S ir Fr eder ick H a rr is , K.B . E . , C .l::l., 
M.C ., Q .H .S . 
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BENEVOLENCE 
Miss H. I. Wilson 
Netley Branch ... 
Anglo-Egyptian Oil Co. 
Aldershot Branch 
Malta Branch ... 
Hamburg Branch 

Donations 

GENERAL PURPOSES. 

£ s. d. 
4 
0 

102 13 

5 
10 

3 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

5 
0 

0 

0 

Aldershot Branch 5 . o o 
Millbank Branch 40 o o 
Woolwich Branch 50 o o 
Netley Branch . .. 5 o o 

All the above together with amounts received from Q.A. Day 
Services are acknowledged with grateful thanks by the Hon. Treasurer 
Miss E. A. Baldock. 

Very special thanks are due to the Branches for their understand
ing gifts towards our general expenses. It has been possible out 
of this money to pay for a badly needed Roneo Duplicator ., a set of 
Box Files, two oil Convector Heaters, Office Crockery, an Associa
tion badge die, and there is a balance which is going towards 
curtaining and some durable waste paper bins. 

An Achievement 
Congratulations are offered to Miss Elsie Stephenson, at present 

chief nursing officer City and County of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, on 
her appointm ent as fint Dir ~ctor of the Nur sing Teaching Unit of 
the University of Edinburgh. This news is of very considerable 
importance in the nursing world, as it i, the first appointment of a 
nurse as a member of the faculty of a British uqiversity. · 

Miss Stephenson is a widely travelled, experienced public healt!'i 
nurse, well known at home and overseas as a lecturer and member 
of conferences concerned in the development of health. 

The Directorship as advertised was not limited to nurses, and 
this makes Miss Stephenson's appointment all the more significant. 

We wish her every success in the work of preparing nurse teachers 
and administrators, in this first university nursing teaching unit 
in Great Britain set up at the University of Edinburgh . 

A REQUEST TO CONTRIBUTORS 
When sending in items of news or articles for the Gazette please 

omit Q.A.R.A.N.C. after individual officers' and other ranks' 
names mentioned - Indicate other Corps or Regiments to distinguish 
them from our own personnel. 
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MARRIAGES 
Lieut. D. S. McBryde to Capt. W. A. M. Hall, R.A.M.C. on 23rd Decemb er, 

1955, at Westminster. 
Lieut. C. J. M. Edwards to Capt. V. P. Hinton, on 18th December, 1955, at 

Shoeburyness. 
Lieut. M. Forrest to M. F. Cowan, Esq., on 24th Decemb er, 1955, at West 

Hartlepool. 
Lieut. B. O'Malley to Lieut. J. C. R. Hyd e, R.E., on 14th January, 1956, at 

Singapore. 
Lieut. B. Burgess to 2/Lt. V. Midgley, Manchester Regt., on 18th January, 1956, 

at Haslingden, Lanes. 
Lieut. A. L. Briggs to N. Leighton, Esq., on 28thJanuary, 1956, at Hereford. 
Lieut. A. P. B. W. Cockaday to Capt. G. W. C. Joyce, R.A., on 1st February, 

1956, at Chester. 
Lieut. Y. P. de Lacy Cuffe to Capt . R . J. E. Wilcox, R.A ., on 21stJanuary, 1956, 

at Kowloon. 
Lieut. H. T. Peters to Dr. D. C. Hodgson, on 28th Januar y, 1956, at Norton, 

Kent. 
Capt. A. Moss to Dr. B. W. Holbrook, on 8th February, 1956, at Solihull, 

Warwickshire. 
Capt. M. Stephens to W. Thorpe, Esq., on 11th February, 1956, at R.V .H. 

Netley. 
Lieut. H. G. MacMillan to A. E. Findlater, Esq., on 9th February, 1956, at 

Aberdeen. 
Lieut. H. Devonport to Lieut . A. R. Armstrong, S. Staffs., on 11th February, 1956, 

at Nicosia, Cyprus. . 
Lieut. M. E. Flynn to Capt. E. C. W. Hall, Int. Corps, on 4th February, 1956, 

at Nairobi. 
Capt. M. F. Eldon to Lieut.-Col. R. T. Wordingham, R.A.M .C., on 28th February 

1956, at Folkestone. 
Lieut. S. Carmichael to G. A. L. Burne, Esq., on 11th February, 1956, at 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Lieut . M. F. Bird to R. J. D. Elston, Esq., on 3rd March, 1956, at Bolton Abbey, 

York. 
Capt. J.M. Brooks to Dr. A. C. Wilson, on 3rd March, 1956, at Nairobi, Kenya. 
Lieut. H. R. Reeve to H. S. G. Johnstone, Esq., on 10th March, 1956, at St. 

Mary Le Tower, Suffolk. 
Liout. M. S. Thomas to Capt. R. W. Parry, A.L.S., on 10th March, 1956, at 

Narbeth, Pembroke. 
Lieut. J.C. Chapman to D. J. Daviea, Esq., on 10th March, 1956, at Greenwich. 
Pte. M . W. Stevens to Mr. J . K . Koen, on 5th January, 1956. 
Cpl. S. M. Smithson to Mr. L. D. Shapcott ,on 14th January, 1956. 
Pte . A. S. T. Baillie to Mr. G. W. Charlesworth on 7thJanuary , 1956. 
Pte. G. A. Turnball to Mr. P. Arstall, on 14th January, 1956. 
Pte. F. R. Miller to Sgt. L. S. Appleby (R.A.S.C.), on 7thJanuary, 1956. 
Pte. S. M. Thompson to Mr. J. Gardner, on 7th January, 1956. 
Ptci:. M. Graham to Mr. F. J. Bruce, on 13th January, 1956. 
L ./ cpl. M. E. McGregor to L./cpl. C. R. Harries (R.A.S.C .), on 28th January , 

1956. 
S/Sgt. S. A. Jacques to Mr. J. MacQuarrie, on 11th February, 1956. 
Pte. L. C. McKee to S/Sgt. K. W. Henson (R.A.M.C.), on 18th February , 1956. 
Pte. ~. Eckersley to Pte. M. Morgan (R.A.M.C.), on 3rd March , 1956. 
Cpl. E. D. P. Marks to Fus. W. B. Sanders (R.I. Fus. ), on 25th February, 1956. 
Pte. S. O'Brien to Sgt. F. Baron (R.A.M.C.), on 18th February, 1956. 
Cpl. A. Merrick to Cpl. H.J. Hooper (R.A.F.), on 7th February, 1956. 
A/Cpl. S. Stone to Pte. M. J. Gibson (R.A.M.C.), on 18th February, 1956. 
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Pt~ . G. Wihfams to Mr. J. R. Roberts on 25th February , 1956. 
Sgt. V. Sache to·.Sgt. P. Holcomb e (R . Sigs.), on 14th March, 1956. · 
Pte. J. P. Hill to Sgt. J. R. Robinson (R.A.E.C. ) on 17th March, 1956. 
L / Cpl. J. E . Martin to Mr. F. E. Litley, -on 24th March, 1956. 
Pte. J. L. Snow to Pt e. J. D. Lewis (R.A.M. _C.), o~ 26th March, 1956. 

BIRTHS 
On Novemb _er 19th., 1955 a t Q:iee n Charlotte's H ospital , London -to E lain e 

(n ee Scholte) ex-S ister Q..A.I.M.N.S . ./R.A.771. ; wife of Ian Buc hanan cBatema n, 
dau ghte r, Susan, sister for Andria . 

DEATHS 
TURNER , on March 1956, at Bury, Lancashi,re. Mrs. Elizabeth Turner, A.3752, 
BIRDSALL , on Apr il 3oth ., suddenly, at Thr eshfield, Yorkshire, Marjorie 

Bfrdsall, R.R.C., Major Q.A.R .A.N .C. Retd. L-4 3 
SMITH,-on April 3ot h,_ ·at Iludleigh Sa lterton, Helen Gregory Smith, C.B.E., 

R.R.C. 

PROMOTIONS 
Lieut.-Colonel to Colonel. . 
February - Lieut.-Colonel L. M . Ros e, R .R.C. ( 11th). 
Major to Lieut.-Colonel. 
February-Major P. E. Wilkins , A.R.R .C. (11th). 
Captain to Major. 
J anuary-Captain B. Mungovan (7th ). 
Lieutenant to Captain. 
January-Li eut. C. J. ·Peake-Cottam (2nd ), Lieut. M. G. M . Rowl ey (2nd ), 

Lieut. L. P. K . Ma rsha ll (6th ), Lieut. M. B. Uttley (7th ), Li eut. M. Stack 
(22nd), Lieut. V. Cam eron (29th ) . 

February-Lieut. M . E . Kin g (6th ), Lieut. A. M . Ward (9th ), Lieut. I. H. R eid 
( 11th), Lieut. E. P. Fitzg era ld (13th ) , Lieut. M. A. M. Maci nn es (2 1st), 
Lieut . R. A. MacCallum (22nd ). 

March-Lieut. E. M. Holm es (5th), Lieut. A. B. Find lay (5th ). 

A/Cpl. J. M. Pursey to Sub ./Cpl., 30th January 1956. 
A/Cpl. B. Townson to Sub. / Cp l. 1 7th Januar y, 1956. 

RETIREMENTS AND RESIGNATIONS 
Jan uary, 1956-Cap~ .. J. C. Clark, Lieut. D. S. Hall (nee M cBryde), Lieut. B. 

Midgl ey (nee Burgess) , Lieut. R . R obinso n, Lieut. R . M. Drumm ond (nee J ackson), 
Lieut. C. J. M. Hinton (nee Edwards ), Lieut. M. Cowan (nee Forrest ), Lieut. B. 
Hyde (nee. O'Mall ey), Lieut. A. L. Leighton (nee Briggs), Lieut. H. T. Hodg son
(nee Pet ers), Lieut. Y. P. Wilcox (nee De Lac y Cuffe ) . 

February., 1956-Co lonel F. M. Smith, R .R.C., Li eut. D. B. H arvey (nee Gale) 
Capt. M. F. Wordingham (nee Eldon ), Lieut. A. Holbro ok (nee Moss), Lieut. H. 
Armstrong (nee Devonport ), Lieut. M . E. Hall (nee Flynn ), Lieut. K . C . Swayne 
(nee Fitzpatrick ), Lieut. S. Burne (nee Carmichael ) , Lieut. M. Thorpe (nee Stephe ns) 
Lieut. H. G . Findlat er (nee MacMillan ), L ieut. A. P. B. W . Joyce (nee Cockaday). 

March, 1956- Lieut. M . F. Elston (nee Bird), Lieut . H. R. Johnston e (nee R eeve) 
Capt. J . M . Wi lson (nee Brooks ), Lieut. M. S. Parry (nee Thomas). 

APPOINTMENTS 
Colon el E. M . E. Dawe, M.B.E., R.R.C., to M .E.L .F. as A.D.A.N.S. vice Co lonel 

F . M. Smith, R .R .C ., on retirement in February, 1956 . 
Colonel E. G. M. R eynolds, M.B.E., R.R .C ., to B.A.O.R. as D.D .A.N .S. on 14th 

March, 1 956. 
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" To supply their requirements through 
ns clubs, canteens and restaurants, 

Naafi must necessarily maintain a 
large buying organisation ; but equally 

important is the mamtenance of a con
sistently high standard of quality in 

its supplies. In Naafi laboratories, 
therefore, scientific analysis by experts 
is a daily task. It is one that involves 

not only stringent laboratory tests of 

purchases, but also constant research 
into improved methods of food produc
tion, storage and preservation. 

These " behind the scenes " activities 

ensure that Naafi restaurants serve 
goods of a proven quality and excell

ence; while, between the research and 
the restaurant, is a long chain of 

skilled processes traditional to , •• 

. . . lhls many sided 

As the official caterers to Het 
Majesty's Forces Naafi meets many 

of the daily needs of Service mm 
and women the wodo oven 

The official canteen orcanisatlon for H. M. Forces, Imperial Court, Kennincton, London, S,i,ft 

r. .. · • .•.•• · •. · .• • .• · ••.• · . . · · : . . . ·• •. • . . . . 
~.....---, ,-;... =~-----
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Postings from and Reversions to Home 
Establishment, Jan. - March 1956 

To B.A.O.R. 
Cpl. F. Capeling 
Pte . P. Curtis 
Pte. M. Higgs 
Pte. P. Wilson 
Pte. K. Otterburn 
Pte. M. 0. Heard 
Pte. J. Taylor 
Pte . A. Wild 
Pte. B. O'Brien 
Pte. M. Caven 
Pte. M. Copeland 
Pte. P . Moore 

To Gibralter 

Cpl. A. M. Pinner 
Pte. A. Howard 
Pte. S. A. Brooks 
Pte. T. Clague 
Pte.J. Cook 
Pte. B. A. Davis 
Pte. B. Byford 
Pte. J. Cotton 
Pte. M. Dawson 
Pte. E. McQueen 
Pte. J . M. Mitchell 
Pte. B. N. Poole 
Pte. G. Rigby 

To Malta 

Pte. J. D. McColm 
Pte . M. Robb 

To East Africa 
Cpl. J . Sten ton 
Pte. K. Twizell 

To F.A.R.E.L.F. 
Sgt. J. Cross 
Cpl. S. M. Walsh 
Cpl. D. D. Smith 
A/Cpl. D. I. Langrish 
A/Cpl. D. L. Stannard 
Pte. Y. Adams 
Pte. J. D. Alexander 
Pte. D. P. Glen 
Pte. A. J. Hobgen 
Pte. J . C. Jeffs 
Pte . F. M. Kennaugh 
Pte. J. H. Leech 
Pte. F. O'Halleron 

· Pte. J . L. Payne 
Pte. J . K. Relf 
Pte . H. M. Rushworth 
Pte. V. D. Ward 
Pte. R . E. Austin 
Pte. K . Brown 
Pte. R. A. Bowers 
Pte . J. H. Berry 
Pte. E. M. Cook 

· Pte. D. J. De Fries 
Pte. P. A. Ellis 
Pte. P . W. Holton 
Pte . J. Mason 
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Pte. S. Proctor 
Pte. P. J. Morgan 
Pte. B. Rudolf 
Pte. A. M . Smallwood 
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