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Editorial 
IT seems an hundred years since the material for the May Gazette 
was sent to the printers. Looking back, one thinks of Sir Walter 
Scott-

" one crowded hour of glorious life 
is worth an age without a name " 

for that seems the only way to describe the last few weeks. 
The Corps was represented in the Abbey, on the occasion of 

Her Majesty's Coronation by the Matron-in-Chief, and by the 
Colonel-Commandant, and a Detachment of the Corps marched 
in the Procession. No member of the Association who saw this 
Detachment, either in the flesh, or on Television, or on the Film, 
but must have purred with pride at their smart turn-out, and 
superb precision of drill. 

Few of us, indeed, could be present in the Abbey, and probably 
not very many of us could be even in London, but wherever we 
were, in our thoughts we were with Her Majesty, offering our 
love and devotion, and echoing in our hearts the great words of 
Homage-" and faith and truth I will bear unto you, to live and 
die, against a ll manner of folks. So help me God." 

And what fun it was, too ! Has London ever been gayer, the 
crowds larger or more cheerful, the Police more magnificent, or 
the traffic more congested, or cou ld the weather have been worse? 

Though this last seemed to be, in a curious way, very much in 
keeping with the national tradition, and somehow, one had the 
feeling that if a brilliantly fine day had been added to the glorious 
news of the conquest of Mount Everest, it would have been almo st 
too much, even a little bit unlucky. 

Corps Week has again come and gone, and, from all accounts, 
has once more been a great success. The credit for this goes, in 
no small way, to the Organizers of the various events, who put in 



a tremendous amount of work beforehand , to ensure that everything 
went like clock-work. 

Our congratulations to the following, whose nam es appear m 
the Birthday and Coron ation Honours List : 

Major N. H. Hodgman ; R.R.C., rst Class. 

Major E. A. Horrocks, R.R.C., 1st Class. 

M ajor R. C. Davis, A.R.R.C., 2nd Class. 

Major C. J. de Rouffigna c, A.R.R.C., 2nd Class. 

Major E. Thorp e, A.R.R.C., 2nd Class. 

Major P. C. Stewart, R.R.C ., rst Class. 
(for service in Kor ea and Jap an) . 

The Royal review of Ex-Service Men an d Women in Hyde Park 
on Jul y 5th was blessed with glor ious weather. Over an hundr ed 
members of the Association, headed by Col. Dyson, M.B.E., R.R.C. 
and Bar, took part in the Parade an d March Past. And if the 
marching didn 't quite reach the supreme sta nd ar d set by the 
serving Q.A 's in the Coronation Pro cession, well, we hadn 't had 
th e practice which they obviously had had , and anyway, most of 
us, alas, are no longer quite so youn g as we once were ! 

Th e following telegra m was received from Marsh al of th e Ro yal 
Air Force, the Lord Tedder, Commanding the Par ade : 

DAME LOUISA J. WILKINSON, D.B.E ., R.R.C., ADMINIS­
TRATOR QUEE ALEXANDRA'S ROYAL ARMY NURSING 
CORPS ASSOCIATION 20JOHN !SLIP STREET MILLBANK 
LONDON SWr 

I HA VE RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING SIGNAL FROM 
HER MAJESTY QUOTE I WAS MUCH IMPRESSED BY 
THE SPLENDID REVIEW OF EX-SERVICE MEN AND EX­
SERVICE WOMEN IN HYDE PARK YESTERDAY AND BY 
THEIR BEARING BOTH DURING MY INSPECTION AND 
AS THEY MARCHED PAST STOP I SHOULD BE VERY 
GRATEFUL IF YOU AS COMMANDER OF THE PARADE 
WOULD CONVEY MY WARM CONGRATULATIONS AND 
BEST WISHES TO ALL THE ORGANISATIONS THAT 
TOOK PART SIGNED ELIZABETH R UNQUOTE I AM 
EXTREMELY PROUD TO HA VE HAD THE HONOUR OF 
COMMANDING YOU ON SUCH AN OCCASION -TE DDER. 

Att ention is dr awn to the new regulations governing Association 
Membership and Gazette Subscriptions. These will be found a t 
the end of this numb er. 
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Secondment of Q,.A .R. A.N.C . OJjicers for service with the Pakistan Army . 

Th e following ex tremely int erestin g piece of inform ation has 
been rec eived from th e W ar Office . 

Th e und erm en tioned officers have been selected from volun teers 
for service with th e Pak istan Army. 

M ajor A. Fl anaga n , A.R .R.C. , who is to take up th e app ointm ent 
of M a tron ofC. M .H. , Qu ett a, in August, ' 53. 

M ajor G . E. J ones who is to take up th e appointment of M atro n 
of C.M.H ., R awa lpindi , in Au gust, '53. 

Qu ett a and R awa lpindi a re names which brin g back hosts of 
memori es to m any memb ers of the Association, and th e good 
wish es which acco mp any M aj or Flanaga ·n and M aj or J ones in 
th eir ent erp rise will , in not a few cases, be tin ged with wistful envy . 

W e symp a thi ze with th e un successful volunt eers, and wish the 
best of good lu ck to the two officers who ha ve been selected . We 
also hop e very mu ch that one or oth er of th em (if not both !), in 
addition to officia l reports, will feel mo ved to set down some of 
their experi ences on paper for th e benefit of th e G A ZETT E ! 

If Branch Secretar ies and individu al M emb ers could send in 
news items, eith er during the last week of Decemb er, M arch, Jun e 
and Sept emb er , or before th e end of th e first week of J anu ary, 
April, Jul y and Oc tob er, it wo uld be a grea t help in keepin g th e 
Gazett e up to date. At present, our '.' News of M emb ers" has 
to be winkl ed ou t of th e Nursing Papers, and if Arm y Servi ce is 
not mention ed , it is di fficul t to know who is or is not, likely to be 
a M emb er. Besides, we can't m aint ain first-h and int erest with 
second-h and news, ca n we ? 

We ackno wledge, with many th anks, th e Jul y Numb er of th e 
British Arm y Journ al, and th e Summ er Numb er of th e Army 
Medi ca l Services Magaz ine. 

In which we Sailed 
FOR tho se of us who du ring th e wa r sailed in th e grea t " troo pers " 
of the Union-C astle Lin e, it is int erestin g to not e th a t thi s yea r, th e 
Comp any are celeb rat ing th eir cent enary. 

Of du al ori gin , th e Comp any aro se from th e amalgam at ion of 
the Union Stea m Co llier Com pany and th e Castle Pac ket Comp any. 
Stern riv als in th e ear ly days, th ese two comp anies vied with eac h 
other for m ail contr acts at a tim e when pr emium s were paid to 
th e fast est ship s. Between th em th ey forged some of th e stron gest 
links between E ngland a nd South Africa and th ey were am algam a­
ted in 1900 , since which tim e th ere has been built up a fine fleet , 
now numb erin g twent y six vessels, ranging from th e mi ght y 

3 



'' Pretoria Castle" and " Edinburgh Castle " of 28,705 tons each 
to the smallest ship, th e Roslin Castle a cargo vessel of 7,016 tons. 

During 96 of the hundred years of their existence, the ships of 
the Union-Castle Line have taken an act ive part in the history of 
England and South Africa, and have played an imp ortant part in 
all the wars. In the Crimean War, the ships of the Union Steam 
Colliery Company took over the serv ice between Southampton, 
Constantinople and Smyrna, left in abeyance by the Government 
requisitioning of the P. & 0. Liners for transports. In the Zulu 
War of 1879, it was a Castle Lin er, steaming at full speed that bore 
the news of the plight of British troops besieged at Isandlwana, 
and was thus instrumental in the relief of those forces. Later the 
Castle ships themselves bore troops and the " Pretoria " made a 
record passage to Natal carrying an ent ire regiment of the 91st 
Highlanders (the Argylls). 

In the Boer War, th e Union-Castle ships were used extensive ly 
as troop transports and conveyers of sick and wounded, and in the 
first World War the whole unit ed fleet went to the service of its 
countr y, sharing with the other great Shipping Lines the grim 
tasks of war. Many honours were made for bravery among the 
Company's staff and 440 lives were lost. 

In 1 939 the Union-Castl e Lin e again went to war and a gross 
tonnage of 383,000 tons was poured into Britain's second struggle 
for victory. Bereft of their bright paint, these proud ships, built 
by British hands and mostl y of British materials were disguised 
for the role they were to pl ay. Grey and gr im , they were fitted 
with guns and they went out to serve as armed merchant cruisers 
and transports. They all served with cour age, and many with 
distinction. 

Of them all, the " Llangibby Castle " seems to have had the 
most adventurous career. She travelled 3,400 miles in the North 
Atlantic, during winter, with r ,400 service personnel and crew on 
board, after her stern, rudder and gun had been blown away 
by a torpedo. In this precarious state she reached the Azores, 
but on leav ing Gibraltar under escort she was attacked by con­
centrated ene my action. During the affray, a U-boat was sunk , 
and two others probably sunk. Her Master, two officers and eight 
ratings were decorated for their services. She was later bombed in 
port, shelled from the North African coast, and was involved in a 
collision. Yet she lived to tell the tale and took part as an assault 
ship carrying about 100,000 men between Southampton an d Nor­
mandy. Quite a record for a smalls .hip-she was only 12,039 tons. 

Another ship with distin ctive service, and in which many of us 
must have sailed at a later stage, was thi'! " Carnarvon Castle." 
As an armed mer cha nt cruiser, she fought a go minute battle in 
the South Atlantic in 1940 against the heavily armed German 
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Photographs reproduced by courtesy of" Union-Castle " Line 

" 

CARNARVON CASTL E 1,200 10111;. 
Built in 1867. 011e of Donald C,mie's East I ndia traders. 

· CARNARVON CASTLE 20,141 tons. 
B11.ilt in 1926, when she had two f11111iei, a.nd a straight stem. Photograph shows the ship as sh~ is today, 

after alteration and re-engining in 1938. 
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ra ider " Thor ," which she repeate dly hit with her 6 inch guns, 
and put to rout. 

But nea rest to a Q.A 's heart would be the " Ll and ove ry Castle " 
,~ hi ch serv ed as a hospit al ship . She ca rri ed over 38 ,00 0 wounded 
men , evac uatin g casualti es from th e East and from N orth Africa, 
an d after th e invas ion of N or m a nd y she ca rried the Allied wound ed , 
includin g two compl ement s of Ca nadians whom she took dir ect 
to Ca nada . 

An d of the smallest ones, th e " R ochester Cas tle " too k p art in 
the famous M alta Co nvoy of 1942, and a lth ough tor pedoed by an 
E-boa t an d badly dam age d by continu ous bom bing, she fought 
he,· way th rough to Va lett a with her pr ecious cargoes intact. 
Th e " Dundrum Castle " a ·sm all cargo stea m er sent out her boats 
a t th e tim e of th e fall of Fr a nce, and resc ued 120 su rv ivors from th e 
Cun a1 d Linn " Lancas tri a." Ri gh t down to the " ba by " of th e 
fleet , th e littl e " W alm er Castle " of 906 tons, th e brave ry and 
courage of th ese ships was out standin g . Thi s littl e ship was lost 
from bo mbin g and m ac hin e gun fire in 194 1, bu t her crew fought 
1::ack with th eir gun s from her bl az ing decks un til she we nt down . 
H n Mas ter was kill ed , alon g with m any of his crew, and th e First 
R adio Offi cer was awa rd ed th e G eorge Me dal for th e rescue of 
th He of hi s comr ades from th e ~hatt ered ca bin . 

Such th en, we re th e ship s in which we sailed to wa r. Th ey ca rri ed 
us we ll, and a lthou gh in th e later stages of the wa r mu ch of the 
glam our and adventur e was left behind , their ca u tion and their 
concern for our safety we rem emb er with gra titud e and with pride. 
Th ey are now no lon ger grey and gr im , bu t have ret urn ed to their 
form er finery, ca rr ying betwee n th e Uni ted Ki ngdo m and South 
and Ez,st Afri ca, pass engers, m ail and cargoes . 

So, as we gaze upon th ese luxury Lin ers, it is we ll to rememb er 
th a t th ey too have seen days when there was no luxu ry , wh en 
dea th sta lked th em from th e skies and from th e deep and day s when 
th ey br ave d th e haza rd s of w ind and weat her. I t is well to re­
memb er th a t in th e proud lin es of th em , lies a hund red yea rs of 
coura ge and pion eer sea-farin g history. Goo d luck to th e ships 
of th e Uni on -C astle Lin e-we do rememb er th em with prid e . 

J. E. VI N ING 
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Exercise '' Flash '' 
Held at BMH Fayid on May 22nd to 24th, 1953 

EXERCISES are usually held by the teeth arms of the Services, the 
object being :-

1. To train personnel for warfare. 
2. To test the efficiency of men and material. 
3. To see where improvements can be made in organisation and 

administration. 

Exercise " Flash " was different from the usual run of exercises 
as it was centred on a Military Hospital and Q.A.R.A.N.C. 
personnel of all ranks actively participated. 

On Monday 21st May, the participants in Exercise "Flash" 
arrived in Fayid, some were unable to make the journey owing to 
operational transport difficulties and a few arrived late for the same 
reason. 

Among those attending were officers of the Royal Navy and the 
Royal Air Force, P.M.R.A.F.N.S., Order of St. John, and B.R.C.S. 
Welfare Workers, and also civilian doctors from the Suez Canal 
Company. 

Senior officers of all three services attended as spectators. 
The aim of Exercise" Flash" was to test the capacity ofa Military 

Hospital to cope with a major emergency in peace or war, and took 
the form of a theoretical and practical test, the hospital staff being 
concerned with the practical side and the participants in the 
exercise with the theoretical side. 

Five syndicates of seven members were formed. Each syndicate 
comprised an O.C. Hospital, Matron, Surgeon, Physician, 
G.D.M.O., Quarter Master, and Welfare Worker, in fact, the 
people responsible for the organisation and administration of the 
Unit. 

A model of the BMH FAYID was displayed in St. Luke's Hall, 
where all members assembled, details were given as to wards 
occupied, empty beds, empty wards, number of operating theatres 
available, blood supply, central sterile supply and reception of 
patients, etc. 

The first day of the exercise was concerned mainly with the 
theoretical side. After listening to some build-up lectures including 
an account of Col. P. Sayers' recent experience of assisting in the 
treatment of burn cases from a Valetta crash a very loud " bang " 
was heard, undoubtedly an explosion. Five minutes later a report 
was handed in to Colonel Ahern who dramatically reported the 
" crash." The narrative was that a plane carrying fuel had 
crashed on to a parade ground while men of the 1st Blankshire 
Regt. were on parade. Casualties approximating 150 burns and 
other cases could be expected within the hour. The first question 
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pap er of the exe rcise was given out after which the ingenuit y and 
resourcefulness of the syndicates were tested with various probl ems 
put befor e them. 

Syndic a tes were banish ed to th eir respective stud y rooms to work 
out th eir methods of dealing with th e situation, and received during 
their conferenc e the latest inform ation from th e scene of th e cras h, 
and further details as to th e casualties expecte d. 

On the following da y a t th e same time as th e syn dicates were 
inform ed of the calamity, th e hospit al staff were bri efed and org anis­
ed teams of officers, both m edica l and nur sing , and orderlies set 
about cleaning and equipping the two war ds which contain ed only 
beds, m attresses and locker s. Within 50 minut es th e wa rds were 
fully equipped and re ady to receive the cas ualti es. Everything 
was in position, bed cradles, frac tur e bo ar ds, drip stands, sterile 
syringes of useful sizes, all had app eare d like m ag ic, eve n th e folder 
by each bed containing all th e necessary medical do cum ents. 

Th e syndicates , having worked out th eir own method of pro cedure 
were now able to visit reception, wards, th ea tr es, etc., to see how 
th e Dir ec ting Sta ff had solved the problem. The patients then 
commenced arriving in a stea dy strea m , mainl y burns of all degrees. 

In th e wards Nursing Ord erlies were bu sy ca refull y cutting away 
clothing from th e burnt areas, sisters helpin g with the mor e serious 
cases, medica l officers assessing th e priorities of patients for the 
operating theatres, reception clerks do cum ent ing, etc . 

Of great interest was the wa rd demon strat ion how pr e-arranged 
and well organis ed te ams could ge t th ro ugh with apparent ea se 
what at first appeared an insurmount ab le amount of work; strip­
pin g, assessing, resuscit a ting tea ms und ertook their work like clock 
work. Orderlies takin g and recor din g blood pressures, making 
fluid balance charts and blood typin g gave an impr ession of a well 
controlled indu str y. There was a sense of realism throu ghout the 
demonstr a tion. The staff, Offi cers and Other R an ks kn ew their 
jobs and could discuss with confid ence the work they were und er­
takin g. 

Th e patients ,para troop ers from 23 Para Fd.Ambulance,certainly 
entered into the spirit of the exerc ise and increase d the a lrea dy 
rea listic a tmo sph ere by ac tin g their parts as ser iously ill pat ients. 
One pati ent was asked if he felt as bad as he looke d an d replied 
" Gee I hope not. " 

Th ere was a lso a numb er of playlets arrange d by the Di rect ing 
Staff, d epi ctin g th e bri efing ac tion in the var ious offices on rece ipt 
of th e news. 

" Th e Matron Manages " was the scene in the Matron's 
office on return from her summon s to the O.C. as she selected her 
team officers for th e emergency. The Matron was Lt.-Col. E. M. 
Somm erville and her deput y, Major M. J. Scanne ll. The pl ay let 
was regard ed as one of the best. 
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A demon str a tion on " Th e Admi ssion of a patient into Hospital " 
was given as a pl ay let, th ose taking part were Capt. J. L. S. 
Mont gom erie a nd Cpl. Gallant Q.A.R.A.N.C. and one R.A.M.C. 
officer and nu rsing ord erly. 

Th ere was also a demonstra tion on " Routine Ward Dressings." 
Th e pro cedur e wa s describ ed by Major H. M . Carroll and carried 
out by Capt ains J. M. Orford and J. L. S. Montgomerie, using the 
non-tou ch method. 

Durin g th e Exercise th ere were many interesting talks "The 
Present Con cepti on of th e Tr ea tm ent of Burns by Exposure," was 
given by Lt.-Col. A. G. D. Wh yte, was the first of the series and 
was most int erestin g. 

On e of th e highli ght s was a talk by the Chief Sister Tutor 
MELF , Major H . M. Carroll on " Th e Q.A.R.A.N.C. and Team 
Work." Thi s was delivered in a very finished and impressive 
manner and won gr ea t appl ause. 

The ea rly dia gnosis of Ant erior Poliomy elitis was the subject 
of a ta lk by Capt. R. P. Fletcher, R.A.M.C ., and was combined 
with a pr ac tica l dem onstr ation of putting a patient into the mechani­
cal respir ator, a nd th e sub sequ ent treatment, including detailed 
nursing proc edur es skilfull y ca rri ed out by the nursing team, 
directed by Capt. L. S. Lindfi eld, Q.A.R.A.N.C. This demonstra­
tion was a gr ea t success, especially as new nursing procedures were 
demonstr ated and discussed. 

The Rev. J. R. You ens gave a brief talk on" The Padre in Hospi­
tal " and spok e of th e chapl ain 's duti es and explained some of the 
many ways in whi ch he could help th e patients and the staff nursing 
them. 

Yet anoth er int erestin g talk was given by Capt. J. L. S. Montgo­
merie , Q.A.R.A.N.C ., on " Ho spit al Improvements," she said 
" It is essenti al in th e pr esent century to keep astride the fast moving 
pace of proar ess a nd developm ent, this is impossible if out of date 

0 cl" Ad . methods and equipm ent are acce pt ed and use . emonstrat10n 
of a new layout for slui ce, sterilising and treatment rooms and a 
ward pantr y whi ch wa s almo st complete was given. 

A very int erestin g addr ess was given by Capt. J. Lapper, R.A.M.C. 
on "Th e Futur e of th e M ale S.R .N. (or C344 ) in the R.A.M.C." 
He sugg ested th a t th ere were many ways in which they c?u~d be 
emplo yed in milit ary hospit als, as NCO 's or as comm1ss1oned 
nursing officers, without havin g to divorce the_mselves from the 
nursing prof ession and still a ttain advancement m the Corps. 

The Exer cise was brou ght to a close at midday 24th May, by a 
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short address by Major-General W. A. D. Drummond, C.B.E., 
F.R.C.S., who said he int ended holding no post mortem, but hop ed 
that we would endeavour to take advantage of any lessons learnt 
in our sphere of work, and pass them on to those who could not 
attend. Certainly as far as the Q.A.R.A.N.C. attending were 
concerned, those three days were not wasted, an d all unanimously 
agreed that things seen and heard would be of great value in the 
future administrative and nursing duties. 

Association Re-union 1953 
THE Association Reunion was held at the Hyde Park Hotel on 
June 6th. 236 members were present, not quite so many as last 
year, but this year the function was the first of the events held in 
connection with Corps. Week, and owing to the Depot's" Big Day" 
being held on the following day, not many Q.A's, including other 
ranks, were able to attend, but it was nice to see that a good number 
of Serving members were present. 

The Chairman of the Association, Dame Louisa Wilkinson, 
D.B.E., R.R.C., welcomed the members, and the honorary officers 
and committee members once again acted as hostesses. 

The Dowager Lady Ampthill, D.C.V .O., C.I., G.B.E., Vice ­
Patron of the Association was guest of honour, and three former 
Matrons-in-Chief were among thos e present, Miss M. F. Hodgins, 
C.B.E., R.R.C., Dame Katherine Jones, D.B.E., R.R.C., and 
Dame Anne Thomson, D.B.E., R.C.C ., as well as the present 
Matron-in-Chief, Q.A.R.A.N.C.,Brigadier H. S. Gillespie, M.B.E., 
R.R.C., D.A.N.S., Q.H.N .S, We were indeed pleased to have 
with us Lt. Col. Grindlay of the Royal Australian Army Nursing 
Corps., and Major Sherrard of the New Zealand Army Nursing 
Service, both of whom appeared to be enjoying the party. 

After tea, which was followed by ice-cream, Lady Arnpthill 
paid a tribute to Her late Majesty Queen Mary, Colonel-in-Chief 
of the Corps., and Patron of the Association. Dame Louisa 
thanked Lady Ampthill, and said how glad we were that she had 
been able to come to the Reunion . Bouquets of flowers were 
afterwards presented to Lady Ampthill and to Dame Louisa. 

The Association Cup was won this year by Lt . J. McGann, who 
is at present serving with B.A.O.R, and was therefore not able to 
be present. Lady Ampthill pre sente d the Cup to Col. K. M. 
Brady, R.R.C., who accepted it on behalf of Lt. McGann. 

This part of the proceedings being over, and photographs having 
been taken, the bar was found to be open, and everyone present 
seemed to have found, and be talking to, at least one person whom 
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she knew. The floral decorations were charmingly arranged and 
were much admired. 

In a word, the R eunion was, once more, most successfu l, and 
to the great satisfaction of the Hon. Treasurer, has again paid for 
itself! . 

B. COBDEN. 

Corps Week at the Depot 
ON SUNDAY mo rning 7th June, '53, a Drum head service and cere­
monial Parad e was held at the Depot & T.E., Hindhead at which 
many di sting uished guests were present. The Service was cond uc­
ted by the R everend F. Hilborne Deputy Chaplain General to the 
Forces and the salute was taken by Lieutenant Gen era l Sir Frederick 
Harris, C.B., C.B.E., M.C., Q .H.S. The Parade was commanded 
by the Commandant of the Depot, Colonel N. P. de B. Bampton, 
R.R.C. There were 250 Other Ranks and Officers on Parade. 
After th e ceremon y th e guests were entertained to lun ch in the 
Officers and Sergeant's Messes. In the afternoon the Semi-finals 
of the sports and Medforth Cup took place. 

Sports Meeting 

The finals of the Corps Athletic sports were run off on Tuesday 
afternoon in which th e representatives of the Depot were in competi ­
tion with compet itor s from other Units, Chester, 11illbank, 
Catterick, Netley, Aldershot and Woolwich. At the end of the 
meeting the Victor Ludorum was announced to be Pte. Osborn of 
the Depot . 

Medforth T ennis Cup 

The closing rounds of the Medforth Cup were played at the same 
time, in the Semi-finals, Major E. M. Turner (depot ) defeated 
Sergea nt Douglas (Depot ) and Lieutenant Izaard (M illbank ) 
defea ted Sergeant Maaz (Woolwich ). In the splendidly fought 
finals Major E. M. Turner beat Lieuten ant Izaard by 6-4, 6-3 . 

Music throughout the afternoon was provided by the band of the 
R.A.M.C. (Dire ctor of Music, Captain L. H. Brown, L.R.A.M., 
A.R.C.M.). 

The Medforth Cup together with the prizes for sports was 
presented by Lady Down. 

Coronation and Corps fllleek Dan ces 
Coronation and Corps ,t\Teek coming so close together and the 

great urge for celebrat ion festivity dem anded the highest enthusiasm 
from all ranks at the Depot. No celebration could pass without 
DANCES. Organisation was on a high scale, all shoulders to the 
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wheel and best foot forward sud den ly transformed the Drill shed 
into a ballro om, beyond recognition as an annexe to the barrack 
square. On Thw-sda y 4th Jun e, '53 the D epot held a Fancy 
Dress Ball, the key word was ingen uit y and economy . The results 
were stupendous even unto three recruits scanti ly clad in sacking 
carrying the loose bones of the preliminary nurse training school, 
parading as cave men. Too numerous were the delightful costumes 
to describ e. Chick Hend erson and his eight piece orchestra played 
for dancin g. The barrack square rapidly became a coach car 
park bringin g guests from surrounding units numbering about 300. 
A very gay evening was had by all. Prizes \\"ere presented by the 
Comm and ant for the best single, double and tableaux entries . 

On the 9th Jun e, '53 a Corps week da nce was held again in the 
newl y accla im ed ballroom 300 guests ,\·ere invited and despite the 
numerous celebrat ions of the previous \\"eek dancing cont inued 
until I a.m. when tired Q.A 's happil y retired to their barrack rooms 
and to well earne d rest . 

To complete the Corps week celebrations the Q.A.R .A.N .C. 
were repr esente d on the Qu eens Birthday Parade at Aldershot for 
the first time by 250 Other R anks and 14 Officers. 

Coronation Review of Ex-Service 
Men and Women, Hyde Park 

HITHERTO , I had no idea at all of the vast size of Hyde Park ! 
Dutifull y, as bidden in the instructions, I entered the Park by 
Entrance " A " shortly after r 200 hours. Thousands of Ex­
Service m en an d women, singly, in parties of twos, of tens and of 
fifties, were streaming in all dir ections. I found an officer with a 
map who appeared to be i /c traffic contro l. " Division M? " 
he replied, in answer to my question, " -ow, let's see ; oh, I'm 
afraid that 's over by the Serpentine " I thanked him, with a sinking 
heart , it sounded an awful lon g ,my off, (and it was !) and set off 
in a weste rly dire ction. 

After what seemed hours of time and miles of grass, I came to a 
tarmac path , runnin g North and South. Here there was a kindly 
militar y policeman ; " Division M ? Follow to the end of this 
track, (which seemed to stretch to a far distant horizon ), and then 
bear left ." On and on I went till I came to a cross ways and another 
traffic controller. " Di vision 1\1? Go dO\rn that track, an d tw-n 
right when you get to the Serp entine .. , I plodded on, wishing 
heartil y that I had brought my bicycle, and after a while found 
anoth er traffic cop and he said : " Go on to the bridge, don't cross 
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it, but turn sharp right." At the bridge, I found a finger-pole, 
directing to all the letters of the a lph abet except M, and felt almost 
in despair. I found another military police man, and asked 
anxious ly for Di vision 1\1. " Th ere, madam " said he, and there, 
of course, was an enormous I , right in front of m e: ! 

I saw a group of women, sitting on the grass, and ran over to 
them, and asked if they \\·ere Q.A's, but they said that they were 
F.A.N.Y 's. I ,1·ent a littl e furth er, and found another group, but 
they were \\'.A.A.C 's. By thi s tim e I had begun to feel a littl e 
like th e Old Woman and her Pig, and that no t only shou ld I 
" nev er get hom e to-night," but that I shou ld never find any 
Q.A 's at all. Then a , ·oice behind me said, " Look, there are the 
Q.A's, over th ere," and sur e eno ugh, there they were, in a group 
und er som e trees, and l\Iiss Baldock and Mrs. Mills giving out 
programme s. It was thrilling to find that we each had our own, 
with our names, beautifully inscribed. The lettering was the 
work, I under stand, of one of l\Iiss Baldock 's nurses at St. Thomas's 
Babi es' Host el. 

vVe sat on th e grass, an d ate san dwiches and boiled s,1·eets and 
smoked, and began to find friends. Th en we were ca lled to our 
feet, and stood, more or less, at attention, in more or less straight 
lines, but I'm afra id none of us stopped talking for one moment. 
(What ,1·ould th e Se1jeants a t the Depot have thought of us !) 
Then a ho arse whisper in th e background bade us stand properly 
at attention, an d stop ta lking, as the Princess Ro ya l was com ing 
round. H er Roy al Highness had been, we were told, to see the 
ex-service " ·omen of her ow n Corps, and we ·were very touched to 
think she had remembered that Queen Mary was our Colonel­
in-Chief and Patro n, and had taken the trouble to come and see 
us also, for it meant quite a bit of extra wa lkin g, under a very hot 
sun, and I hope she realized how greatly we appreciated her kind 
thought. 

Soon after this, we mov ed o ff to our Revie,1· station ; the going 
was rough, a nd our ranks un cer tain, but we got there all the same, 
taking up our position at about 1330 hours. vVe were th en allow ed 
to sit down, until shortl y before Her Majesty's arrival. 

It was very pleasant, sittin g in the sun and gossiping. Everyone 
seemed to m eet at least half-a-dozen unexpect ed friends, the usual 
opening being " I can't remember your name, but weren't you at 
so-and -so ? " 

In a short time, ,1·e ,Yere called from the semi -recumbent to the 
vertical, and stood stiffly to attention as the Royal Standard ,vas 
broken, th e Roy al Salute pla yed , and Her Majesty arr ived. 

Then followed a shor t Serv ice, with an address by the Arch­
bishop of Canterbury. We heard him clearly over the loud­
hailers he spoke very well, and did not go on too long. We sang 
a couple of hymns. It seemed to me that the Q.A's, with long 
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traditions of ward Services behind them, were the only people 
singing, but that was probably, because we sang with such terrific 
vigour, that we couldn't hear anyone else ! I know we finished 
one verse quite five bars ahead of the band ! 

After this came the Review. Her Majesty, accompanied by His 
Royal Highness, the Duke of Edinburgh, drove very slowly round 
the immense parade, in a sort of glorified jeep, and every one could 
see her very well. We definitely broke ranks for this, and cheered 
wildly as she passed by. She looked as lovely as she always does, 
and delightfully cool in her blue dress and hat, a great contrast to 
her devoted ex-service men and women, who by this time were 
distinctly hot and sticky ! 

When the Review was over, Her Majesty spoke to us, and gave 
us great pleasure by saying that though we were officially " Ex­
Service," she knew that we did not consider ourselves so very 
" Ex," and that she knew that she could count on us again in any 
future emergency. 

Marshal of the Royal Air Force Lord Tedder, Commander of 
the Parade then called for three cheers for Her Majesty, which were 
given in no uncertain manner, and must have been heard, I think, 
from Richmond to the Tower of London. 

Then began the March Past. It seemed a long time until it 
was Division M's turn to move. A serjeant of the Royal Artillery 
miraculously shepherded us into six ranks of 20 abreast, and with 
Colonel Dyson at our head, we suddenly found ourselves marching 
off. Our progress over grass was uncertain and irregular to begin 
with, but once we got onto the even surface of the East Carriage 
Drive, we settled into our stride, and " eyes-right "-ed smartly as 
we passed the Saluting Base. 

It was a long march down past Hyde Park Corner, and we 
dispersed in Rotten Row, in a cloud of dust that made some of us 
feel that we were back in the desert. Colonel Dyson said she was 
very pleased with us, and we took our several ways, feeling that 
" the old ladies of Millbank," as a member's small daughter once 
described the Association, had not done too badly on the whole. 

M. c. DRUMMOND-HAY 

Book Reviews 
One Hundred Years of Army Nursing by Ian Hay 
THIS is a book that should be a source of enjoyment and interest 
not only to every member of the Army Nursing Services-past and 
present-but to every professional nurse, for the story of endeavour, 
enterprise and advance against opposition and lack of understanding 
is the story of professional nursing which, after all, had its foundation 
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in the Crimean Campaign as surely as did the Army Nursing Services. 
The book should have a wide appeal. It gives a clear picture 

of the Army Nursing Services from their inception in that small 
band of indomitable women under the inspiring if somewhat 
ruthless leadership of Florence Nightingale up to the present day, 
and I think, will for the first time give the general public a know­
ledge and appreciation of the Services which have been so sadly 
lacking heretofore. 

The book is dedicated to those members of the Services who gave 
their lives during the various campaigns and we are fortunate in 
having in Ian Hay a writer who had such an intimate knowledge 
of the Army and its Nursing Services and the ability to put forward 
his knowledg e in such an interesting way. The book should prove 
a source of pride to the relatives of those in whose memory it has 
been written. 

The contents are factual-compo unded from official records and 
from the letters and diaries of nurses on active service. These last 
provide points of real interest, some amusing and some poignant. 

The differ ences in the pattern of warfare through the years are 
shown clearly, with the resulting necessary changes in the Medical 
Services,-chang es which are reflected in the Nursing Services ; in 
the conditions of service and in the working methods of the nurses of 
the nurses themselv es, even in the frequent and-to the lay person­
bewildering changes in uniform. 

A comparison of the casualty figures of the main campaign show 
in dramatic form the amazing advances in medicine during the 
century covered in the book, advances reflected in the professional 
skill of the nurses. But to this must be added the qualities which 
shine out through all campaigns whatever the circumstances and 
wherever the fighting,-a constant courage amounting often to a 
quiet heroism, a deep compassion for their patients, an inventive 
power amounting almost to genius in improvisation when stores 
and equipment were lacking . 

To me, the layout of the book seemed at first somewhat patchy ; 
the division into various areas and types of duty (e.g. hospital ship, 
general hospital, area of warfare etc.) produced a seeming confusion 
of dates and localiti es. But the final impression is of several distinct 
pictures, each complete in itself. 

The co-ordination and growing co-operation of the Medical 
and Nursing Services is well demonstrated ; and it is pleasant to 
note the many references to the devoted work of the nursing 
orderlies of the R.A.M.C. upon which the ward sisters depended 
in no small degr ee. 

The rapid improv ement in conditi?ns withi:1 the Service is a 
great achievement, and the present high standmg _of the Corps a 
matter for real pride, but owing so much to the achieve.~ents of.all 
those who hav e served in the past, and to the great trad1t10ns which 
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have been built up throughout the years. And now, as always, 
the raison d'etre remains the same, just as in those long-ago days in 
Scutari, the skilled nursing care of the sick and wounded of our 
Army under all circumstances and conditions. 

A reason for specia l gratification, and one which is most ab ly 
demonstrated by Ian Hay in this book, is the growing realisation 
that the sooner a wounded man can receive skilled medical and 
nursing care, the greater his chances of recovery, and consequent 
upon this, the acceptance of the fact that, on active service, a nurse 
in the performance of her duties is, most surely, far more of a help 
in the forward areas than she is a hindrance by reason of her sex. 

The gracious foreword by our revered Colonel-in-Chief Her late 
Majesty, Queen Mary wi ll be a treasured inspiration to all who 
serve or have served. 

ANNE THOMSON. 

The Rommel Papers, Edited by B. H. Liddell Hart. (Collins, 25/-) 
This is a book which will appeal most to the specia list in military 

strategy. The ordinary reader, who will, perhaps, find some of it 
rather heavy going, will find much th at is of great interest. It is 
well supp lied with maps and photographs, and it is always illumina­
ting to" see ourse lves as others see us." Members of the Association, 
on app lication to Association Headquartes at 20 John !slip Street, 
may have their copies autographed by Frau Rommel. 

Atomic Wmjare: Th e Nurse's Part. (Nursing Mirror, r /9 by post 2/-) 
This consists of articles by specialists on the staff of the Royal 

Naval Medica l Schoo l, Alverstoke, which origina lly appeared in 
the "N ur sing Mirror." These are highly technical, but extremely 
interesting. One cannot but hope that Atomic Warfare, like the 
Chemical Warfare which we studied so earnestly before 1939, wi ll 
not be used " again," but that, perhaps, is merely " wishful think­
ing, " and anyway it is our duty to be prepared for the worst that 
can happen. But one does hope it won't . 

M.C.D.H . 

Q.A. Day, 1953 
CONTRIBUTIONS from the following Hospital s were sent to the 
Benevolent Fund after the material for the May Gazette had gone 
to press. 

David Bruce, Military Hospital, Imtarfa, 
Malta 

B.M.H., Hanover, B.A.O.R. 5 
B.M.H., Kamunting, FARELF 
B.M.H., Cyprus 

The Kamunting donation arrived in an envelope marked 
"Salvaged Mail Comet air crash, May 2nd, near Calcutta." 
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News of Members 
THE Int ernationa l Committee of the British Red Cross Society 
has awarded the Florence Nightingale Medal for 1953 to Miss 
D. C. Bridges, R.R.C. This is the only one awarded to a British 
nurse. Miss Bridges, who was recently elected Vice-Chairman of 
Q.A.R.A.N.C. Association Central Committee, received the R.R.C. 
for service during the 1939-45 War. 

Miss E. Nora Clatworthy, A.R.R.C., has been appointed Matron 
of the Accident Hospital, Birmingham. Miss Clatworthy served 
durin g the late war with the T.A.N.S. 

Miss A. M. W. White has been appo inted Nursing Officer to the 
Northern Ireland Hospitals Authority. Miss White served with 
Q.A.I.M.N .S.(R. ) from 1942 till 1946. 

Mrs. A. Humpage, Hon. Gen. Secretary, was present in the 
Abbey on the occasion of Her Majesty's Coronation, as representa­
tive ofQ.A.R.A.N.C. Association, and Miss M.A. Gannon, R.R.C., 
Ch airman of the l\Iidland Branch, representing the Royal College 
of Midwives. 

The det achment of Q.A.R.A.N.C. taking part in the Coronation 
Procession consisted of 4 privates, 2 corporals, 1 serjeant, r W /0 II 
and the following officers : Major E. M. Turner, Capt. H. M. 
Rundl e, Capt. D. M. Wilson, Capt. A. Jones, Lt. R. D. Jackson 
and Capt. B. Redhead (T.A.). 

The following Officers of Q.A.R.A.N.C. were on duty at various 
First-Aid Stations in the Abbey : Capt. J. C. Moriarty, Lt. J. M. 
Brooks, Lt. 0. H. Brunton, Lt. M. L. Barnes and Lt. R . V. Munday. 

News from the Branches 
East Africa 

On May 15th the Branch gave a party to say farewell to Major 
Davey, R.R.C., and to welcome Major Douglas, R.R.C. Among 
the 67 peopl e present were the Mayor of Nairobi, Dr. J. F. Gregory, 
several Nairobi Doctors and their wives and a few husbands of 
members. The remainder were members of th e Association. 

The first part of the evening was a cocktail party, and this was 
followed by a medical film show, of films lent by Dett?l Prod~cts 
(these were on Obstetrics ), and by the U.S.A. Information Service, 
one on Public Health Work and one on Vaccination. 

The party was a great success, and many old acquaintances 
were renewed. 
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Midland Branch 

The Summer meeting was held at the Royal Orthopaedic 
Hospital, Birmingham, when thirty members were welcomed by 
was Hon. Secretary. 

A most interesting tour of the Hospital was followed by a delight­
ful tea. This last, owing to rain, had, unfortunately to be held 
indoors. 

After tea, Miss M. A. Gannon, R.R.C., Chairman, presented 
Miss Mountain, on behalf of the Branch, with a copy of Ian Hay's 
book, "One Hundred Years of Army Nursing" and a " Gift­
Token " on Marshall & Snelgrove's, in gratitude for all her work 
since the foundation of the Branch. 

The next meeting will be held on October yd, 1953. There 
will be a lunch eon, then the meeting, then a " Bring-and-Buy " 
Sale, the whole to be rounded off by tea. 

New Zealand 

The second Annual General Meeting was held on June 27th at 
the N.Z. Returned Army Sisters' Club. Unfortun ately, owing to 
dut y and very bad weather, only 14 members were present. 

After the election of Committee and Office-Bearers for the en­
suing year, the meeting agreed that the date of the next Annual 
General Meeting should coincide with the Annual Dinner, and 
decided to advance the date of this from June to May, in order that 
the report of this should reach London befor e the Annual General 
Meeting there. 

The next meeting of the Association has been fixed for September 
5th, when the Chairman, Mrs. Webster, hopes to be able to hav e a 
guest speaker. 

The Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs. Hatfield, was presented 
by the Chairman and members with a very attractive duchesse 
set in Cluny lace. 

The meeting closed with afternoon tea and a Limerick competi ­
tion on newspaper advertisements, which was won by Mrs. Paterson 
and Mrs. Hatfield. 

Miss Kingston introduced a new member, Mrs. Speggall, who 
WllS a V.A.D. from 1916 to 1919. 

Scotland 
The Monthly Social Meetings in Edinburgh have been discon­

tinued for the summer months. 
The Reunion Dinner will be held on Saturday, 12th October, 

1953, at the Royal British Hotel, Edinburgh, when it is hoped that 
the guest of honour will be the Matron-in-Chief, Q.A.R.A.N.C., 
Brig adier Gillespie, M.B.E., R.R.C., D.A.N.S., Q.H.N.S . 
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Postings from and Reversions to Home 
Establishment, .April - June 1953 

POSTI NGS OVERSEAS - OFFICERS 

To F.A .R.E.L.F . 
Maj or A. M cGerr y 
Capt. K . Burke 
Capt. D . Drur y-M etth am 
Capt. P . J. Smith 
Capt. R att ee 
Capt . B. J ones 
Capt. K . Dun can 
Lieut. B. R . Bolton 
Lieut. E . W ith ers 
Lieut. E. M . Murph y 
Lieut. P. B. Und erwood 
Lieut. B. J . Gilli ard 
Lieut. M. Dancer 
Lieut. M . A . M. M aclnn es 
Lieut. P. M . Watkins on 
Lieut. M . Godsell 
Lieut. R. H . R eeve 
Lieut. D. F . Liddingt on 
Lieut. E . E . Mor gan 
Lieut. L. H . Squir es 

To B .A .O.R. 
Capt. M. F . Brownin g 
Capt. M. Murph y 
Capt . K. Gri mshaw 
Capt . F. M . L. Brasse 
Lieut. A. L. J ones 
Lieut. M. Carr 
Lieut. E . S. Barr 
Lieut. M . J. Plumm er 
Lieut. F. Guthri e 
Lieut . M . P . M . Hul ba rd 
Lieut. B. K elly 
Lieut. A. B. Mill s 
Lieut. B. Pott s 
Lieut. E. J. Patt erson 
Lieut. A . Grimshaw 
Lieut. B. Brown 
Lieut. J. A. Brown 
Lieut. F. R . M . Brownin g 
Lieut. N. Hab ergham 

To F.A .R .E.L.F . 
Sgt. L. Thurlb eck 
Cpl. M. McL eod 
Pt e. M. R ae 
Pt e. B. Ol wey 
Pt e. P . R owland s 
Pt e. 0 . Col eman 
Pt e. M. Gelder 
Pte. M. Comerford 

Lieut . D. Rumn ey 
Lieut. P . Bushb y 
Lieut. D. M. G. Bickford 
Lieut. J . A. Ma ckenzie 
Lieut. J. A. Tait 
Lieut. M. K. Campb ell 

To M .E.L.F . 
M aj or M . J. M cMah on 
M aj or H . W. Slater 
Maj or D . F. Duckworth 
Capt. E. J. Thom as 
Cap t. J. L. S. Montgom erie 
Capt . J. McLaughlin 
Capt. E . T. Kerr 
Lieut. K. D . Cambell 
Lieut. A. E . Black 
Lieut. P. K. J ames 
Lieut. F . E. Hilli ard 
Lieut. J. P . Ballant yne 
Lieut. J . E. Farm er 
Lieut . K . T. Brassey 
Lieut. M. de Piro 
Lieut. M . F. Tr eacy 
Lieut . F. M. Le e 
Lieut. J. A. Coleman 
Lieut. E. C . Stewart 
Lieut . H. M. Hall 
Lieut. M . Boyle 
Lieut . E . Mills 
Lieut. M . J. Brennan 
Lieut. E . M . O 'Brien 

To B.T.A . 
Capt . D. M . David 
Lieut. F. B. Rowland 
Lieut. S. D. Bamford 

To B.E. T.F.O.R. 
Capt. N. M . Kinsella 
Lieut. E . Dolan 
Lieut . D. S. McBryd e 
Lieut. M . Morphet 

OTHER RANKS 

l!,l 

Pt e. S. Drain 
Pte. E. Stewart 
Pte . 0. Drummood 
Pte. S. M. Collins 
Pte. L. F. Sims 
Pte. A. Baynton 
Pt e. P. D. Charle s 
Pte. M. Finlay 
Pte . H. S. Grantelli 



To M.E.L.F. 
Cpl. A. Smyth 
Cpl. S. E. T eed 
Pt e. H. A . Mulchin ock 
Pt e. \IV. Donn ell}' 
Pte. P. M. Dixon 
Pte. A. J. Curti s 
Pt e . .J. M. Slater 
Pt e. V . Shakesb y 

Reversions to H ome Establishment 
Lt.-Col. E. D. A. McHard y 
Maj or J. McDonald 
Maj or G. S . R ay 
Major Y. K. Davey 
Major U. Dowling 
Major A. H . Nichol 
Major M . Neish 
Capt. B. M. Mit chell 
Capt. M. M. Berr y 
Capt . M. J . Tull y 

OTHER RANKS 

Pte. J. Cha rlt on 
Pte. I. Coles 
Pt e. J. Gaffney 
Pt e. A. Harrison 
Pt e. C. Hureum 
Pt e. Ll oyd 
Pt e. P . Moore 
Pt e. B. T ooke 
Pt e. M . Heald 

OFFICERS 
Capt. - . Stockley 
Capt. A. F. Green 
Capt . \\'. H. Huss 
Capt. M. E. Warri low 
Capt. J. Godtschaik 
Li eut. A. L. Moffatt 
Li eut. J. L. Page 
Lieu t. D. M . Ashton 
Li eut. H.J. McBeath 
Lieut. B. M. Rowle y 
Li eu t . B. L. Morgan 

Promotions 
OFFICERS 

April-Major to Lt.-Col. : P. Widger (5th) O.B.E., R.R.C. 
Capt . to Major: E. L. F. Coates (7th ). M. Fabien (10th). 
Lieut to Capt. : M. Waddin gton ( r 1th). 

May-Capt. to Major: C. C. Gosh, A.R.R.C., (3 1st) . D. H ancock 
(31st) . Lieut to Capt. :N.Lofthouse ( r8th ). M.Ryan (18th). 
A. C. Gillespie ( r 8th). 

June-Major to Lt.-Col. : K. E . Phillips, A.R.R.C. ( 17th). 

OTHER RANKS 
1952-A /Sgt. to Sgt. : I. D. Fox (Nov. 4th). A /L /Cpl. to Cpl. : 

C. Chrisp (Sept. 29th). Pte. to Cpl. : M. Moss (J uly 2nd). 
M. ]. Irving (Sept. 29th) . A. Harvey (Sept. 29th) . J. 
Tweed (Dec . 14th) . 

January, 1953-Pte. to A/Cpl. : B. M. Youn g (23rd). 

February-L/Cpl. to Cpl. : M. L. Grindl e (24th). L /Cpl. to A /Cpl.: 
M. Sanders (9th). Pte. to Cpl. : C. E. Smit h (24th ). Pte. to 
L/Cpl. : D. I. Walmsl ey (27th ). Pte. to A/L /Cpl. : W. B. 
Hart (27th ). M. M. Molon ey (27th ). A. Goldth orpe (27th ). 
V. Verdigi (27th). E. McGready (27th ). 

March-L/Cpl. to A/Cpl. : P. Hillsdon (3 1st) . Pte. to A /Cpl.: 
M. ]. Hicks (23rd). M. Tarpe y (26th ). S. Smith (2nd ). 
B. Burdett (7th). Pte to L /Cp l.: J. C. Hutchinson (17th). 
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April- Sgt. to A/S. Sgt. : T. M. Gibbin ( 17th) . J. Miller (17th). 
L /Cpl. to A /Cpl.: L. Wilkinson ( 15th). H. Irving ( 17th). 
D . S. Marshall ( 17th). Pte. to Cpl. : L. Lewis (18th). Pte. 
to A/L /Cpl.: M. Lester (17th). S. Singer (25th). A. C. 
Keohane (30th ) . 

Retirements and Resignations 
April-Lt.-Col. C. M. Coneys, A.R.R.C., Major M. M. B. Skehan, 
R.R.C ., Major M. Birdsall, R.R.C., Major M. Dobson, A.R.R.C., 
Capt. D. I. M. C. Corbyn., Capt. H. E. Jenkins, Capt. E. Ferguson, 
Capt. M. Lewis, Capt. M. J. Comport (nee Anthony ), Lt. J. A. 
Blau (nee Scott ), Lt. S. M. Paget (nee Trusson ), Lt. S. Tippet (nee 
R aitt), Lt. G. Gourlie (nee Mee ), Lt. E. M. Mouat (nee McQuade), 
Lt. P. I. Paterson (nee Lingley ), Lt. A. Wallisch (nee Milner), 
Lt. K. Y. Price (nee) Curran, Lt. E. M. Mahoney (nee Fairon), 
Lt. N. S. Stevens (nee Mossop ), Lt. A. W. Forster (nee McGregor), 
Lt. E. M. Merchant (nee Gerguson ) . 

May-Major M. H. A. Hudson, R.R.C., Major H. Crerar, 
A.R.R.C., Capt. M. E. Williams, Capt. M. Stewart, Capt. M. C. 
Gannon, Capt. E. Seiver, Lt. 0. W. Hawkins, Lt. E. Moynihan, 
Lt. D. M. Davies (nee Irving ), Lt. M. H. Tyrer, Lt. 0. M. Denham 
( nee Berry ) . 

]une-Lt.-Col. E. D. A. Hardy, R.R.C., Capt. M. J. Inglis, 
Capt. R. Denby, Capt. J. C. Mackay, Capt. M. Stracey, Lt. A. K. 
Wier, Lt. M. Dowd, Lt. E. Rendall, Lt. U. D. Davies. 

Births Marriages and Deaths 
Births 
DIGNAN.-On April 18th, in London to Eileen (nee White, 

ex-Capt. Q.A.R.A.N.C. ), wife of A. P. Dignan, M.B.E., 
F.R.C.S., a son Terence Patrick. 

TAIT. - On June 17th, at Queen Elizabeth Hospital Birmingham 
to Joyce (nee Smith, ex Q.A.I.M.N.S. ), wife of Selby Tait, 
F.R.C.S., a daughter-sister for Frances. (A.492) . (Mrs. 
Tait is the Vice-Chairman of the Midland Branch.) 

WOTTON.-On June 29th, at Ashcombe House, W~ston-super­
Mare to Betty (nee Redfearn, ex-Q.A.I.M .N.S. ), wife of Bruce 
Wotton, L.D.S., R.C.S.Eng., a brother for Simon and Stephen 
-Andrew John. (A.903. ) 

OFFICERS 
Marriages 
On 27th February, 1953, at Hamburg, Germany, Herr Werner R. 

Wallisch to Lieut. Audrey Milner, Q.A.R.A.N.C. 
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On 28th Ma; ·ch, 1953, at Bengh azi, Capt. Victor R. Paget, R .A.S .C. 
to Lieut. Sheila M. Trusson, Q.A.R .A. .C . 

On 30th Mar ch, 1953, at Singapore, Capt. Keith G. Stevens to 
Lieut. Nora S. Mossop, Q.A.R.A.N.C. 

On 31st March, 1953, at London (Westminster ), Mr. Sydney J. C. 
Hawkins to Lieut. Olive W. Martin, Q.A.R.A.N.C. 

On 4th April, 1953, at Iserlhon, Germany, Capt. Robert A. Price 
to Lieut. K at herine Y. Curran, Q.A.R.A.N.C . 

On 18th April , 1953, at Edinburgh, Mr. Robin H. Forster to 
Lieut. Agn es W. McGregor , Q.A.R.A.N.C. 

On 22nd April , 1953, at H ong Kong, Capt . John S. V. Mouat, 
R .A.M.C. to Lieut. Eunice M. McQuade, Q .A.R.A.N.C . 

On 25th April, 1953, at Singapore, Major Bryan J. Maho ny, 
R.A.M.C . to Lieut. Ethel M . Farrow, Q.A.R.A.N.C . 

On 24th April , 1953, at Perth, Scot lan d, Capt. Norman E. J. 
Gourli e to Lieut. Gwendolin e Mee, Q.A.R.A.N.C . 

On 28th April, 1953, at Angus, Scotland, Major Lawrence Tippett, 
R.A.M.C. to Lieut. J ean S. Raitt, Q.A.R.A.N.C. 

On 30th April, 1953, at Gelle, Germany, Lieut. Thomas J . Patter­
son, R .A. to Lieut. Patr icia I. Lingley, Q.A.R .A.N.C. 

On 2nd May , 1953, at Hon g Kong, Capt. Michae l T. Dennan, R.A. 
to Lieut. Olive Berry, Q.A.R.A.N.C. 

On 16th May, 1953, at Wandsworth, London , Dr. Vincent J. E . 
Davies to Lieut. Doroth y M. Irving, Q.A.R.A.N.C. 

On 22nd May, 1953, at Glasgow, Capt . Reginald A. Merc hant, 
R.E. to Lieut. Elizabeth McV. Ferguson, Q.A.R.A .N .C. 

On 9th June, 1953, at Kensington, London, Mr. Niall F. McCabe 
to Lieut. Mary E. Trotter, Q.A.R.A.N.C. 

On 10th June , 1953, at Catterick, Yorks, John H. Metca lfe to 
Joyce M. Coates (ex-Lieut. Q.A.R .A.N .C. ) (A. 1410). 

On 10th June , 1953, at Eaton, Scotland, Dr. Peter M. L. Burne to 
Lieut. Mary R. Scobie, Q.A.R.A.N.C. 

On 18th June, 1953, at Bentham , Glos., Lieut. Michael F. Hart to 
Lieut. Sarah A. George, Q.A.R.A.N.C . 

OTH ER RANKS 
On 21st Mar ch, 1953, Francis Baker to Pte. F. R. V. Chattey. 
On 4th April, 1953, George William Grimmer to Pte. J. Wa lker. 
On 8th April, 1953, Mr. Coward to Pte. M.A. Perryman. 
On 21st March, 1953, J ack Collin Martin to Pte . E. E. Porrett. 
On 2nd April, 1953, Sgt. Bishop, R.E.M.E. to Pte. R. Forshaw. 
On 3rd March, 1953, Pte. Ayling, D.W.R. to Pte. Tucker. 
On 4th April, 1953, Geoffrey Gordon Tourson kl Pte. Sing leton. 
On 12th March , 1953, Eric Charles Dixon to Pte . Bryson. 
On 4th April, 1953, William Baillie to Pte . D. E . Brown . 
On 20th March, 1953, William Dunn Ashe to Pte. E. McFern. 
On 18th April, 1953, Robert Henry Ledbury to Pte. I. L. Kirk. 
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On 8th April, 1953, John Leonard Sheridan to Pte / S. A. Godfrey. 
On 22nd April , 1953, Pt e. Smith, R.A.M.C. to Pte. D. M. Griffiths. 
On 11 th April, 1953, Pt e. J. W. Tr evea len (Cana dian ) to Pte. J. M. 

Brant. 
On 15th April , 1953, Raymond McClure to Pte. M. Diggle. 
On 28th April, 1953, Sgt. Hurley, R.E .M .E. to Pt e. E. M . Yeoman. 
On 9th May, 1953, Mr. Robert R eid to Pte. P. E. Hill. 
On 18th April, 1953, Mr. Robin Ro y Cunnington to Cpl. C. Crisp. 
On 25th April, 1953, Robert Shields Frew to Pte. J. E. S. Gullen. 
On 9th May, 1953, L. Cp l. W. H. Tolen to Cpl. R. L. Danby. 
On 18th April, 1953, Sgt. G. Thorning, R.A.P.C. to Pte. D. A. 

Crump. 
On 11th May, 1953, Gdmn. Grove, F. L. W. Guards to Cpl. H. 

J. L. Eagle. 
On 23rd May, 1953, Pte. Twilley, R.A.S.C. to Pte. B. Hoskisson. 
On 22nd May, 1953, James Hyde to Pte. J. lVI. Hamm ersley . 
On 23rd May, 1953, George Frederick Walton to Pte. P. J. Hurlin. 
On 6th Jun e, 1953, Jos ep h Edward T annant to Pte. J. B. Bridges. 
On 7th June, 1953, Mr. K. V. Thom as to Pt e. M. Huteson. 
On 13th Jun e, 1953, L. Cpl. P. C. Wilmink (Can. Rifles ) to Pte. 

J. D. Pusey. 
On 1stJun e, 1953, Gordon Alexander Wallace to Pte. J. S. Wood-

ward. 
On 17thJune, 1953, Edward Ernest Chedzey to Sgt. D. C. Bradfield. 
On 30th May, 1953, Patr ick Arthur Lee to Pte. R. Timmermans. 
On 31 st May, 1953, Rob er t Mifsud to Pte. C. A. Beardmore. 
On 13th June, 1953, John Pent lan d to Pte. M. Powell. 

Deaths 
ABBOTT. - Re cently, l\1iss C. M . Abbott, who served with the 

British Red Cross (Army Nursing Division ) in th e 1914-18 
War. 

BARKER .-On Jul y 27th, 1953, at Bexhill, Miss Sharlotte L. 
Barker, R.R.C., Q.A.R.A .. C. (R etired). 

BONE. -On 24th March, 1953, in London , Miss K. L. Bone. 
Miss Bone's valuable with the Seamen's Hospital Society began 
in 1914 and last ed until her retirement in 1940. During the 
1914-18 War she served in Franc e with Q.A.I.M.N.S.R. and 
was mention ed in Despatc hes. 

DAVIDSO N.-Recently, in London, Miss Amy Davidson, R.R.C. 
Miss Davidson was 87 at th e tim e of her death, and at one 
time served with Princess Christian's Nursing Service Reserve. 

DODD. - Re centl y, at R yhope, Durham, Miss ~- L. D. Dodd. 
Miss Dodd served ·with Q.A.I.M.N .S./R . dunng the 1914-18 
war. 



DUNDAS.-On April 20th, 1953, at Derby, Miss Isobel Dundas . 
Miss Dundas belonged to Caithness, in Scotland, and served 
with Q.A.I.M.N.S./R. during the 1939-45 war in the Middle 
East and in Germany. 

FOSTER.-In April, 1953, at Liskeard, in Cornwall, Miss Dorothy 
P. Foster, R.R.C., M.M., J.P. Miss Foster served with the 
T.A.N.S. during the 1914-18 war. 

HEMPHREY.-On April 19th, 1953, at Rhyl, North Wales, 
Miss Edith Hemphrey. Miss Hemphrey served with 
Q.A.I.M.N.S. /R. during the 1914-18 war. 

HOPWOOD.-Recently, Miss A. Hopwood, A.R.R.C . Miss 
Hopwood served with the T.A.N.S. during the 1914-18 war . 

MARR.-Recently, in Scotland, Miss M. Marr. Miss Marr 
served with Q.A.I.M.N.S. /R. during the 1914-18 war. 

WILSON.-On May 26th, 1953, at B.M.H., Berlin, Lt. Elizabeth 
Evelyn Wilson, Q.A.R.A.N.C. Lt. Wilson was trained at the 
Bolton District General Hospital, 1941-45. She joined 
Q.A.R.A.N.C. in May, 1952, and had served at home an d in 
Germany. 

Q.A.R.A.N.C Association 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Membership Subscriptions from 1st. January 1954 
1. New Members 

Annual Subscription 7/6d. renewable 1st January each year, 
includes quarterly Gazette. 

Notes (a) Membership ceases 3othJune if subscription 
for current year has not been paid by that 
date and during laps ed period membership 
concessions are not app licab le. 

(b) Any member not gainfully emp loyed may 
app ly to be considered for concession of 
Shared Gazette Scheme. 

Life Subscription £5 5s. od. plus cost of Gazette at current 
rate. 

Notes (a ) No Life Member can be accepted without 
agreement to take Gazette regularly, paying 
for same either : 

i Annually at current rate, or 
ii in advance for periods of 5 years at a 

static rate being that prevailing at first 
year of period. 

(b) Any member not gainfully emp loyed may 
app ly to be considered for concession of 
Shared Gazette Scheme. Within this 
Scheme, Life members can be guaranteed a 
static rate for 5 year periods paid in advance. 
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2. Rejoining Members 

Annual Subscription 7 /6d. renewable I st January each year 
includes quarterly Gazette. 

Notes (a) Rejoining members can only be accepted on 
payment of subscriptions outstanding at 
rate prevailing during lapsed period. 

(b) Membership ceases 3othjune if subscription 
for current year has not been paid by that 
date and during lapsed period membership 
concessions are not applicable. 

(c) Any member not gainfully employed may 
apply to be considered for concession of 
Shared Gazette Scheme. 

3. Existing Members 
Annual Subscribers (a) Those who are paid up AND taking 

Gazette in 1953, to be guaranteed 4 
years @ 7 /6d. to end of 195 7, notwith­
standing any increase authorised in that 
time. 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

Life Subscribers (a) 

(b) 

Those who have paid advance sub­
scriptions AND take Gazette to be 
guaranteed static subscription up to 
date for which they have paid or to 
end of 1957 whichever is the later. 
Those thinking of transferring to Life 
Membership should do so immediately 
under present ruling which grants 
deductions of annual subscriptions pre­
viously paid . After 31st December, 
1953, this ruling is discontinued. 
Any member not gainfully employed 
may apply to be considered for con­
cession of Shared Gazette Scheme. 

Those who are taking Gazette in 1953 
and who agree to take same regularly 
will pay for Gazette : 

i Annually at current rate or, 
ii in advance for periods of 5 years at 

static rate, being that prevailing at 
first year of period. 

Those who are Gazette subscribers and 
have paid for an advance period, to be 
guaranteed static rate for 5 years to 
end of 1 958 or to date for which they 
have paid whichever is the longer. 
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Th erea fter payment for Gaze tte will be : 
i Annu a lly a t curr ent ra te or, 

ii in adva nce periods of 5 years at 
sta tic ra te being th a t pr eva iling at 
first yea r of period. 

(c) An y memb er not ga infull y employed 
m ay appl y to be consid ered for con­
cessions of Sh ared Ga zette Scheme. 
Within this Scheme Life members can 
be gu arant eed a static rat e for 5 year 
periods paid in advan ce . 

Commendation-Q .A.R.A.N. C. 
Appreciation by The Commander-in-Chi ef, Northern Army 

Group, of the gallant conduct displayed by th e m /n. 
On the morning 22 Nov., '52, Q / rnoo446 Pte. H. Campbell, 

Q.A.R.A.N.C., was on duty in the Famili es W ard, British Military 
Hospital, Hanover. On entering a singl e bedded ward she found 
that the patient occupying that ward had climb ed out of the window 
in a suicidal attempt to end her life and was hanging by her arms 
from the window sill about r 20 feet from the ground. 

Without hesitation and showing gr eat pres ence of mind, she 
immediately rushed to the window and gr asped the patient's arms 
and prevented her from falling to th e ground and certain death. 
Another nurse entered the ward some tim e after, and Private 
Campbell, still holding on to the patient, asked her quietly to go 
immediately and bring the Q.A.R.A.N.C. Nur sing Officer on duty 
to the ward. 

Private Campbell by her prompt and cool action in holding this 
patient on her own during these vit a l minut es, thou gh much smaller 
in stature, and at considerable risk to her own life by being pulled 
out of the window, undoubtedly saved this patient's life. 

This young Other Rank member of the Q.A.R.A.N.C. showed 
great courage and devotion to duty. 

STATE FINAL EXAMINATIONS 
We hear that thre e "Oth er Ranks" Q.A.R.A.N.C., have passed 

the Stat e Final Examination and ar e th e first S.R.N's of the 
Corp. We are looking forward with int erest for confirmation and 
hope to report more fully in the next issue. 
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