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Editorial 
THE TIME is drawin g nearer when the final size of Volume r of the 
G AZETTE mu st be decided . Is it to contain eight or twelve number s ? 
A t the moment opinion veers to th e latter, and that would give us 
plent y of tim e to decide on what the cover of Volume 2 is to be like . 
The pre sent colour block depictin g representative member s ha s not 
g iven satisfaction to everyone, and we ought to be ready with alterna­
tive designs in case Volume 2 star ts next year. One de sign ha s been 
sugges ted, plain grey cover outlined in scarlet with the Asso ciation 
bad ge in it s own colourin g in centre, GAZETTE titl e ben eath. We 
would lik e to receive design s or suggestions for con sideration from 
members. 

Anoth er matter that has been sugges ted is an Associa tion Christmas 
card, bad ge d . We are dubi ous as to the dem and, which would hav e 
to be fairly ge nera l to make it worth whil e, but it can be done if 
sufficient memb ers make the reque st quickl y. The cost would not be 
less th an 7s. 6d. and might be neare r 9s. per do zen. 

It would be nice to receive some more article s telling of the pre sent­
day lives of our ex-Ar my Sisters . "Tr ee T ops Farm" in thi s numb er 
descr ibes the life of one. There mu st be man y more with intere stin g 
tales to tell, so me perhaps very far remove d from nur sing . Send them 
in, o r other contributions on any subj ect. We want the G AZETTE to 
present th e happ enin gs in the Corps, to record the history the Corp s 
is makin g ; but we also want to hear fr om our old friend s. · 

There is another aspect to it. If th e GAZETTE is to maintain it s 
increa sed size, material to fill the extra pages is required and that can 
only be expected to com e from or throu gh member s and o ther reader s. 

Member s will be plea sed to know th at a message was received from 
Queen Mary acknowledging our loyal birthday greetin gs to Her 
Majesty, our Patron . 
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Tree Tops Farm 
A STORY OF PIONEERING 

smrnw HERE IN the heart of a jun g le in India lies a farm owned by an 
ex-Army officer and hi s wife, an ex-Q .A. Th ey are surrounded by 
jun gle which has become a sanctuar y for all types of ga me, furred and 
feathered which as long as the y do no harm to stock and produce are 
left unmole sted, with ·th e ·exception of jungl e fowl, rabbits and an 
occasional pig, which ma y be required for culinar y purp oses . The 
house is called "Tr ee Top s" because it is built on a hill and can only be 
seen peeping abo ve th e tre e tops ; .it was built with "home-made" 
bricks by local labour under th e instruction s of the owner, and a very 
creditable job was done. Th e kitchen wa s on one corner of the veranda 
with a primitiv e bak ed mud stove. In order to keep provi sion s 
cool an improvi sed "larder" was made by knocking the sides out of a 
tea chest and coverin g them with sackin g . On top was a tin tray with 
water and strips of flannel hangin g over the side s so that th ey were 
continually damp. Th.is was mo st effective and kept the flies out as 
well. Butter was made by shakin g milk in a tin cani ster-thi s was a 
laborious bu sine ss, but produced the desired result. 

The y had as nei gh bour s only the local Indian s who were agricul­
turali sts, owning a piec e of land the size of a pocket handkerchi ef and 
clothed only in loin cloths, who were ne, 'ertheless very high caste and 
overburdened with supers tition. Th ere was also a small colony of 
Santals, who are th e aboriginal tribe s of that part, who have neither 
creed nor caste and hunt with dog s and bows and arrows . It was, 
therefore, imp ossibl e to con sider having any hou se serv ant s and the 
ex-Q .A. did all the work herself. She th en started a charitab le dis­
pen sary and her efforts achieved more than many medica l mi ssionarie s 
hope for. She wa s up against caste and super stiti on, but under the 
magic word "medicine" she mana ge d to get the sick to take chicken 
broth and all manner of thin gs that the y would otherwise not hav e 
touched. She had to learn to pour medicine into a patient' s m outh 
without the cup touchin g his lip s- he would hav e been "contaminated" 
by the glass if he had drunk it in th e nor mal way. Pill s had to be shied 
in and made sur e that the patient had swallowed th em. It was found 
that what suited the cut s, abrasions and burn s in the surgery of a 
ho spital at home did not ha ve much effect on th e skin of the wild men 
of the jun gle, but other method s were found that were mo st effective. 
One of the most difficult sup erstition s to overcome was the one that 
as soo n as a per son has fever or became ill the y mu st not drink ! 
Bad burns were brou ght already covered with sticky black stuff and 
leave s. A man appeared one day with an empt y bottle and wanted 
six different medicin es in one bottle . Anoth er , who described all the 
symptom s of dysent ery, was given a dose of castor oil and a bottle of 
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Sod. Sulph and instructed how much to take, when he pip ed up and 
said, " It is not I that is sick of the dysenter y, but my cow !" lt was 
found that by makin g th em pay a pice into th e Red Crn ss box_ they 
would keep their banda ges and dr essings on and tak e then medicin e, 
as it wa s in stinctiv e to o-et th eir money's worth ! Th e filth y habit of 
spittin g was controll ed bwithin th e compound by re fusing to treat a 
patient who disobeyed the order. Eventually,_ a small allowance wa s 
given by the Indian Red Cro ss for th e procunng of dru gs , banda ges , 
etc., and th e money collected from the patient s went back to the 
Red Cross. A ll th e wa ter for drinkin g , cook ing and baths had to be 
brought up from a well which th e owner had sunk. lone of th e farm 
wor kers had ever done a whole day's work in th eir lives before, but 
gra duall y the y even consented in turn to sleep in the farm buildin gs in 
or der to do the early mornin g work, and were g ive n a ration of tea , 
suga r and milk each night so that the y could make their own "g unfire" 
in the mornin g . A hot drink before startin g , plu s a dail y do se of 
quinin e, was found to keep malaria at bay. 

Th ere were alwa ys many alarms and excur sion s to combat. One day 
a small boy drivin g the cattl e and she ep home at du sk hit a loiterin g 
form on the rump to hurr y it up, to find it was a leopard up to no goo d, 
but which go t such a shock at this cava lier tre atment it ran off into the 
jun gle. Th ere were nightl y maraud ers , but all animals were safely 
behind wire or in sheds. The gra in field was a love ly pa tu re for the 
deer, who cleared th e six feet wir e fenc e with abso lutel y no difficulty, 
so a fine tr ip wire was fixed which rang a bell, th en the owner would 
go do wn with hi s gun-ther e was venison to be eaten for severa l 
days after. 

Th e domestic animals were all chained up at du sk, includin g the 
cat s ! Even th en, leopard s would come round th e bungalow look ing 
for a tasty mor sel and the y would hurl themselves at the wire door s to 
try and ge t at th e dogs . Th en was th e tim e to take action, and poor 
"spots" go t more than he bar ga ined for, but one had to be a very sure 
shot as th ere is nothin g more dangero us than a wounded leopard. 

One afternoon while a visitor from up countr y was staying with 
th em they hear d th e sound of cra shin g in th e jun gle and th e distress 
call of a barkin g deer, th en the roar of a leopard. Th e ow ner picked up 
a gun and he and the visitor went silentl y into th e jun gle ; the wife 
tied up th e dogs who were sniffing th e air and tr emblin g. The two 
hunter s crawled noi selessly throu gh th e sun-dappl ed jun gle until th ey 
suddenly saw, 1 5 yard s ahead, a leopa rd dra gg ing th e deer it had just 
killed ; they wait ed, and when it stoppe d in a sma ll clearincr and go t 
the deer by. the throat to suck it s blood, th e hunt er fired, th~ leopard 
gave a ternfic roar and spran g in the air, but quick as lightnin g a 
lethal shot broke it s back. T o be certain another shot was put over 
and th en, after an int erval, to make sur e he wa s dead ston es were 
thro wn at him, but he did not move . The tw o hunters found the y had 
~o t a goo d sized leopard and a spo tt ed deer, so th ey had them carr ied 
111 and there and th en set about skinnin g them and partially pre servin g 
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the sk ins with salt and alum, pegge d th em out to dr y on th e north 
veranda. It was necessary to put hurrican e lamp s all round th e skin s 
to keep off th e jacka ls an d hyena. Th e leopard' s carcase wa s give n to th e 
Santal s who will eat anythin g, th ough leopard is pretty tough . Jud ging 
by th e sound of feasting th at came from the vi llage th at nigh t the 
Santals mu st have found th e meat quite acceptable. 

Th e produce grow n, too , ha s a goo d mark et. \Xlhen th ey first star ted 
the ow ner bou ght a cow fr om th e local native s. It looked like a 
walkin g hat rack an d he paid five rupe es for it. \'(/hat they did not 
know was that it was in calf; th e ow ner fed it upon oil cake and it 
soo n looke d quit e re spectable and p roduce d a sma ll, but very nice littl e 
calf wh ich being th e firs t became the pet of th e farm. They now have 
quit e a goo d sized herd. Sheep th ey found were a nui sance, but have 
concentrat ed on chickens and imp or ted setting s of Rh ode I sland Reds 
and have seve ral incubat ors go ing . The eggs sell very well in Calcutta 
which is th e neares t big to wn . Th ey have somethin g of every thin g 
that is necessa ry, and can produce a full scale Chri stma s dinn er off their 
ow n lan d- even to gro und nut s. 

All goo ds are tran spor ted to th e near est station which is sixteen 
mil es away eith er by "fast coolie," if th e goo ds are perishable, or by 
bull oc k cart which is much slowe r. 

Int endin g visitor s are adv ised to tak e a bicycle to cover the sixtee n 
mile s. Ther e are four rivers to ford, which are in flood durin g th e 
rainy seaso n. In spite of the clo se proximity of the jun gle, a holiday at 
T ree Tops can be a real rest cure, as th e turm oil of the out er world does 
not penetrat e th e for tr ess of the jun gle. 

HILD A L. P YSTER 

Friends) Please Note 
J\ll.arriages 
BARBER - BREEN.-On 12th May, 1951, at Mackinnon Ro ad, 

Kenya, Mr. W. Barb er, F .R.C.S., to Lieut . D. M. T . Breen, 
Q.A.R.A .N .C. 

H YEZ-W ILSO N .-On znd Jun e, 1951, at Voi, Mackinnon Road , 
Kenya, Mr. H. H yex, Ea st Afr ican Con structi on Force s, to 
Captain Murie l M. Wilson, Q.A.R.A.N.C. 

D AY- ROWL AN DS. - On 20th June, 1951, at Fareham, Lieut.­
Colonel P. G. Da y, The York and Lancaster Regiment, to 
Li eut.-C olonel Anne R ow land s, Q. A. R. A.N.C. 

\Xie regre tfull y ann oun ce the deat h of two of our member s : 
ROTHWELL, Mis s E ., of Withington, Ma nch ester, in Sept emb er, 

1950. A .898 . 
FAIRL AN D, Mi ss G., of Horle y, Surrey, in A ugust, 1950. A.4 95. 
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Nursing Chiefs) War Oji ce 
wE HAVE been asked to record a list of the 1fa trons-i n-Chief, and g ive 
them below : 
,Queen Alexandra's Imperial Mil itmy Nursing Service 

D ame Sidney J ane Browne, G .B.E., R.R.C. 1902- 1906 
Mis s Caroline Helen Keer, R .R. C. and Bar 1906- 1910 
D ame Ethel Hope Becher , G .B.E., R .R. C. and Bar 1910- 1919 
D ame An n Beadsmore Smith, D.B. E., R.R .C. and Bar 1919- 1924 
Miss Flore nce May Hod gins, C.B.E., R.R.C. and Bar 1924- 1928 
Miss Rosabe lle O sbo rne, C.B .E., R .R.C. 1928- 1930 
Miss :Marguerit e Elizabeth Medfort h, C.B.E ., R.R. C. 1930- 1934 
Miss D aisy Maud Mar tin, C.B.E., R .R .C. 1934- 1938 
Miss Catherine Murray Roy , C.B .E., R.R. C., M.M . 1938- 1940 
D ame Katharine Henrietta J one s, D.B. E ., R.R .C. and Bar 1940- 1944 
D ame Louisa J ane W ilkinso n, D .B.E ., R .R .C. 1944- 1948 

Queen Alexandra '.r R qyal Arvg N ursing Corps 
Matro n-in -Chief and Di rector of Army N ur sing Service s : 

D ame Anne Thom son, D.B .E ., R .R .C., K .H. N.S . 1948- to date 

Promotions 
Th e un de rment ioned Captain s to he Major s : 
M. 1-J. McPh erso n, rst J anuary, 195 1; (T. /Lieut.-C olonel) A. 

Flanaga n, 4th Febru ary, 195 r. 
Th e underment ioned Lieut enant s to br Capta ins : 
A. Boad, 3rd J an uary, 195 r ; A. E. Leinster, 13th February, 195 r ; 

J.E . M. Godfrey, 16th July, 1949. 
Shr,rt Service 

Th e undermenti oned Lieut ena nt s to be Captains : 
1-J. ] ohn, 25th D ecem ber, 195c; C. B. Mack crro n, 1st J anuar y, 

195 r ; R. Clive, 15th J anu ary, 1951 ; K . J. Roberts, 3rd J anu ary, 195 r; 
M . ./\. Lett, 23rd J anuary, 195 r ; H. P. J 0nes, r rth February, 195 r; 

L J\, Pin son, 17th February, 195 r ; M . Sum mers, 24th M arc h, 195 r; 
E. \ '{,"ad more, 30th 1 onmber, 1950 ; U . M . Cox, 6th ?\larc h, 195 r; 
G . E. J enkin s, 25th fay, 195 1. 

NOTE 1.-A numb er of officers are du e for considerat ion for advance­
ment in rank und er the tim e promotion syste m, \1''hen decision is 
received the pro mot ions wil l be gaze tt ed and th e officers n otified 
indi vidu ally by War Office . 

NOTE 2.-Apo log ics to Lieut.-C olonel N . K . Smyth wh ose name 
was incorrec tly print ed in th e last issue. 

OTE 3.--0ther Rank p ro motions as yet are on ly actin g ranks . 
\ '{

1e hope to publi sh lists wh en sub stanti ve prom otions are made . 
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Reunion 
THE THIRD Asso ciation Reunion held on 16th Jun e at H yde Par k 
Hot el, Kni ght sb rid ge , was well support ed and we hope enjoyed by 
everyone pr ese nt, Thi s was the first reunion attended by Q,A.R ,A .N .C. 
Other Rank s who look ed very smart in their uniform. 

Our guest of honour was the Dowa ger Lad y A mpthill, who ha s 
been connected with the Q.A s. since 1912 and is Vice- Patron of th e 
Association . 

Four Matron s-in-Chief were with us : Miss F. M. H odgin s, Dam e 
Katharine Jone s, Dam e Loui sa \Xlilkinson, and th e pr ese nt Iatron-in­
Chi ef, Brigadier Dame A nn e Thom so n. 

Thi s reunion, we are very happy to say, ha s paid for it self and with 
the more expensive ticket s ha s accomplished what we hop ed for­
it has covered the small deficit on the two previous reunion s. 

Th ere are so me ph otogra ph s if anvone is int eres ted, a group with 
the veterans, another of the guests listenin g to a speak er, one of th e 
Matron s-in-Chi ef with Lad y Amptbill, and also one of the gro up of 
other ranks intent on ice-cr eam. 

The following extracts from member s' lett ers are of int erest : 
Thi s is to thank you for a very pl easa nt afternoon. It was so nic e 

to meet Mi ss Hodgin s again, and although not knowing mos t of th e 
other Nursing Sister s it was delightful to meet and to see so man y 
th ere, linkin g up with th e past and the futur e of th e A rmy Nursing 
Service of which I am very proud. 

s. A. CLARIDGE, 

Pr ince.,s Christian's Arvry Nursing Service 
Reserve, Boer U7ar. 

Ju st to say how much I enjo yed th e part y. It was heartening to meet 
many old friend s when I had th oug ht I would know few. Lad y 
Ampthill is so nice; fancy 40 yea rs in atte ndance on Qu een [ary. 

1 tru st the reunion was a financial succ ess .... Th e pre sent day youn g 
folk have great idea s .... 

F. MAY HODGINS, 

1'\Iatro11-in-Chief, 1924-28. 

A few weeks ago seve ral of the Oth er Rank s from the D epot 
attended the first Q.A. Reuni on, where Other Rank s were invited. 
Beforehand we were a bit dubiou s about it and th oug ht that usuall y 
being an all officer reunion we would be made to feel that we wer e 
intruder s. 

Thi s was not th e case, the moment we steppe d int o the h otel we 
were made to feel that we belonged, everyo ne, whatever rank th ey 
held came up to speak to us . Th ey told us of th e o ld time s when th e 
Corp s was still con sid ered to be quite a baby ; th ey also spok e of 
what th ey hoped to do in the futur e and in th e latter the y said th at we 
would take an important part. 
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No , thi s wa s no o rdinar y meetin g of officers and oth er rank s, tni s 
was a meetin g bet wee n fri end s, so methin g that wo uld bloss om out and 
become more imp ort ant to us as each yea r passes . 

In th e futur e we hope to att end many mo re reuni ons, but no matt er 
how many we do att end none will be quit e th e same as our first fo r 
it was at thi s th at we we re made to feel par t of th e Q. A . R. A . .C. 

Fo r thi s Ma'am we offer to yo u and to all officers in the Q. As . our 
th anks, and hope th at in futu re years w e will have th e same oppor ­
tunit v as officers to welcome oth ers of our Corps. 

, J. P. MIL LE R, Corporal 
D. BRO W , Private 
K. A. B ROADY , P rivate 
K. M . GIBLI N , Sergeant 

I feel I canno t let th e occasion of th e Reuni on th is year pass with out 
first thankin g yo u and yo ur assistant s fo r a very pl easa nt and enjoyab le 
aft ern oo n, and do hope yo u feel th at th e tr emend ous succ ess of th e 
occasion ju stified your effo rts . Speaking as one of th e many 
"T. A.N .S." prese nt I can only say th at I th oro ughl y enjoyed meetin g 
old colleagues, and hear in g news of man y oth ers who, unfortun ately, 
we re un able to be pr esent. I was parti cularly pl ease d to see oth er rank s 
pre sent , and hope tha t th ey, too , will enjoy mee tin g colleag ues at 
futur e reuni ons. 

I think th e Friend s' Scheme of th e Asso ciation is a g rand id ea and 
do since rely hope more memb ers wi ll find tim e to pa y visit s in th eir 
locality, and so give a littl e pl easur e, particul arly perh ap s to th ose 
"sen ior memb ers" of th e Servi ce wh o thro ugh ill-h ealth, age or 
change of circum stances, are often very lonely in ret irement . Perso n­
ally, I have der ived and hope to co ntinu e to do so, grea t pl easur e 
and enjoyment fr om my visits to memb ers in thi s area ; especially th e 
ve ry elder ly on es wh ose views on N ur sing durin g th e last half centur y 
have been both entertainin g and enlight enin g . I kn ow th ey do sinc ere ly 
app reciate the visits and th e grea t work being done on th eir behalf by 
th e admini stra to rs of th e Asso ciation. Ag ain th anking yo u fo r th e 
sp lendid wor k. 

D AI SY M ARG A RE T CH AN DL ER, 

nee J ohn so n, ex T. A .N .S., r94 0-47 . 

I co me from \X'ales and have been to eve ry one of th e Reuni ons and 
enjoye d th em all, but I do believe thi s last Reuni on was th e best. I 
m et many fri end s and wa s int ro duc ed to one Sister, and w e fo und 
th at we had been gir ls toge ther. It was a g reat help hav ing th e name 
cards. I hope to come aga in next year. 

\'(/hat imp resses me mos t in th e Asso ciation is th e fri endl y spir it 
betwee n old and yo un g , past and p rese nt . 

I stayed in Qu een Ma ry's H ouse at St. Leo nard s for a fortni oht 
after a fou r-m onth s' illness and met g reat kindn ess fr om the war de n 
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and resident s. It is a beautiful house, so comfortable and clean, goo d 
food and plentiful. 

Among the residents were three of my old matrons with whom I 
had serve d in India, Aldershot and France. They had not changed, 
except to look younger. We had little tea-parties in some of the bed­
sitting rooms, and I do thank them for all th eir friendliness. I 
thoroughly enjoyed my stay at Queen Mary's Hou se. 

I wish more who could be member s of the Association would join. 
I tell all I meet about it. 

CATHERINE JANE LEWIS, 
Q.A. R eserve, World i[1/'°ars I and II . 

I. Nf.N.S . (T .), 1919-1921. 

.Not Cross But Candid 
EDITOR'S NOTE.-Some of you may remember the "Ode to Confused 
Ma les" given in the April issue of the GAZETTE last year. The follow­
ing , being the Confused Male's reply, reached us rather belatedly and 
for one rea son or another has never man aged to get into print, but we 
thou ght that you might like to have it at last. 

My dear s ! Why always be so blind? 
The se ranks in Army Womankind 
(And all of the attendant fus s) 
Rem ain anathema to us. 

"Commander" 's bad, and "Captain" 's worse, 
But "Sister" meant to us a Nurse . 
The reason that the ranks us vex 
Is that they do not suit your sex. 

Our Majors ooze with vanity 
And utter much profanity. 
It's better you remain as " ur se." 
Leave us the bombast and th e cur se. 

And have you stoppe d to think of thi s? 
Generals would salut e a "Miss"; 
But now, Captain Florence 
Stand up ! Salute the se Major men. 

On e thou ght howe'er may cheer us all 
Since men are men and Eve did fall­
Our Colonels we are g lad to say 
Will still your Captains lead astray . 

]. T. MOORE (R.A.M.C.) 
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News f rom the Branches 
WE ARE coming alon g . Two more branche s for~n g and none could 
say the Association is restricted in a geographical sense, for our 
lat est recruits embrace Ea st Africa and New Zealand . We are all 
deli ghted to welcome the se two new branche s which were approved 
at th e Ju ly Central Committee. We hope that the y will Houn sh 
exceedingly, and we shall look forward to hearin g from them. 

Scottish Branch 
Miss E. McInto sh, th e Secretary, write s as follows : 
The Scott ish Branch is well and trul y on it s feet . The numbers 

have ri sen con siderabl y, we now hav e 145 memb ers . Ever y effort is 
bein g mad e to create a fri endl y spirit amongst the se member s and 
informal tea parti es have been takin g place. Edinbur gh rose nobl y 
and organized one on a large scale, a mo st succe ssful undertaking . 
G lasgow has giv en tw o more mode st ones, but hope s to have a third 
in September. Th e pr ob lem is how to advertise the se informal tea s. 

EDITOR.-U se th e GAZETTE if dat es can be fixed far enough ahead. 

Australian Branch 
Sixteen ex-Q .A. Reserves livin g in New South \X'ales held a reunion 

last December at the Women's Club, 167, Elizabeth Street, Sydney, to 
recall war-time events and ren ew th e friend ship s of tho se years . 
They planned to have another meet ing in April, but so far th ere has 
been no new s of what happ ened then . Mis s G. H ope H em s gave us 
thi s information and mentioned th at one of th eir number, Mi ss Katie 
Codd, is takin g up medicin e and is now in her first year at Sydney 
University. Go od luck to Miss Codd in her new career. 

Major H. J. Kirkwood, Q.A.R. A.N .C., spent a recent leave in 
Australia and on 3rd Apr il was the guest of honour at a part y given 
by th e Q. A. R. A.N. C. Assoc iation in Victoria . Th ere were about 
twent y member s pre sent, including one 1914-18 Q.A. All were keen 
to hear first hand of th e Corp s toda y and the introducti on of the 
Oth er Rank element. 

Branch memb ership for A ustralia now stand s at over forty. 

k[idland Branch 

Membership stand s at eight y-four. Tlii s branch managed to send 
a rep resent ativ e, 1£iss I. B. H all, to the meeting of th e Central 
Committe e at 2 0 , John I slip Street, S.W. 1, on 16th Jul y. Every Branch 
Chairman is an ex-officio memb er of this Committee, but ma y send any 
member of th e Branch Committee as her dep ut y. 

Miss H all gave the branch half-yearly report an d told us many oth er 
littl e bits of new s. 

They are really ve ry ent er pri sing and have made the prop osa l that 
the Assoc iation Reuni on rr.ight be held in Birmin gham next summer 
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when , of cour se, the JV[idland Branch Committ ee wou ld be chief 
ho stesses . It is a splendid idea and would be particularl y convenient 
for tho se member s who live in th e Nor th, \X'ales and th e Midland s, 
besides offeri ng opportunity for member s in and around London to 
pro ve th at they, to o, are willing to make a journe y to meet old friend s. 
D etails are bein g inve stiga ted and it is hop ed to announce somethin g 
more definite in the next G AZETTE. 

The first informal Branch Lunche on was held on Saturda y, 23td 
June, at the Norfo lk Hot el, Hagl ey Roa d, Birmin gham, befor e the 
quarterl y meetin g . Mi ss \Y/. B. Mountain, Hon . Secretar y, writes : 
"Nineteen member s were pr esent and two p otential memb er s. They \ 
came from as far afield as O swes try , Malvern and Leamin gton, and 
thou gh mo st of them were not known to each other durin g their 
Ser vice years , th ey were soo n remin iscing and found that the y had 
mutual fri end s in India, Eg ypt and other forei g n parts and memori es 
of the lovely journe y by N ile steamer from \X'adi Halfi to E l Shala!, 
and the Sister s' Mess of Poona and Cairo . Som e of th e memb ers had 
served in th e 1 914-1 8 war, and it was very nic e to have th em with us. 

"After lunch the member s cro ssed th e Hag ley Road to the home 
of l\fr s. Selb y Tait, nee .Joyce Smith, Q.A.I.M .N .S., our Vice-Cha irm an, 
who had made arrang ement s for a short bu siness meeting to be held 
ther e, and for tea in the gar den, which all member s thoroughl y 
enjoyed. Th e weather was mo st kind to us. Ther e were twent y-six 
member s at tea, as a few who were unabl e to come to lunch came for 
tea. Mrs. Selb y Tait ve ry kindl y provid ed the tea, for which a charge 
of 1s. 6d. per person was made, thu s enabl ing us to start our own fund s. 
In October a Brin g-a nd-Bu y Sale is to be held, and it is hop ed to 
arran ge for ano th er informal lunch, an d the dat e of thi s will be 20th or 
2 7th Octob er. 

"A photogr aph was taken of member s bein g helped to tea by 
Mr s. Tait and her charming small dau ghter, France s, who, the loc al 
paper states, will follow in her mother' s fo otsteps and become a 
member of th e Queen Alexandra's Ro yal Army Nursing Corp s." 

It is a pit y we cannot produce tbi s phot o in the GAZETTE for you all 
to see, but at th e moment we are not allowing ourselves the extra 
lu xur y of pictures. 

Mi ss M . A . Gannon, Chairman of the Midland Branch, would be 
deli ght ed to welcome Associatio n member s visitin g the area at an y 
lunch eo n or meeting. 

New Zealand 
With commend able zeal twent y ex-Army Sisters held an Inau g ural 

Meeting on 16th June, formin g them selves into a branch and 
imm ediate ly applyin g fo r acceptance into our Asso ciation . 

Th ey decid ed to me et quarterl y, one occasion to be an annual dinner. 
GAZETTE and Association badges \Vere ordered. Their Secretary 
(addr ess given in thi s issue) wou ld be glad if member s who are visiting 
New Zealand, or who int end to settle th ere, will contact her. 

J O 

~ .- 1 • --·-~ ~......_..___._.,._--~~..,_ ·--·c,~ \.. ·:.::_•,-:....:,; ,, - _ ~-·- · ---- •. ...,... ---~~, -



E ast Africa 
The Inaugural Meetin g for this branch was to be held on 1 5 th June . 

No detail s are to hand yet. 
Thi s branch will probably be able to recruit some Associate_members 

for many who serve d in the Ea st African Army I ur smg Service would 
b~ eligibl e. Applications for Asso ciate members have to be approved 
individuall y by the Central Committee . 

Sports Notes 
S1vimmi11g 

The Q.A.R.A. .C. summer events took place at the R.A.M.C. 
Gala at Aldershot on 5 th June . The officers' con test, 66} yards free 
style for the Q .A . Cup, was won by Captain B. J. Rattee. 

A cup, which was pre sented to the Q.A.I.M.N.S. pre-war, has now 
been given over fo r a Q.A.R .A.N.C. Other Rank s' Cup. Pte. E. J. 
Bell, of Catterick, carried off th e cup in the 66} yar ds free style Other 
Rank s' race, with Pt e. E . L Radford from th e Depot coming in 
secon d. 

Tennis 
Th e Medforth Cup Tournament, held thi s year on 22nd _Tune at 

the United Services Club, Chatham, was won by Captain B. Rattee 
from th e D epot , who beat Captain R. Clive from B.A.O .R. in the 
final 6-1, 6-2 . 

The Int er-Nur sing Services Cup Tenni s Tournam ent was also held 
at Chatham on 20th July. Each yea r the winner and runner-up of the 
Medforth Cup are entered for the Inter-Nursin g Services Cup, but 
thi , yea r, at the request of Captain Clive, Major E . M. Turn er, who 
has freq uentl y partnered Captain Rattee in double s, took her place. 

(Incidentally, Captain Ratt ee was selected to play in the Army 
\Xfome n' s Tenni s Trial s, but the result of select10ns made are not yet 
known. ) 

In brilliant weather, with th e Q.A .R.A .N.C. as ho stesses, a gay 
crowd of supporter s fr om all thre e Services watched th e pla y. The 
Army were openly anxious that their pla yers should redeem the Q .A. 
recor d with thi s Cup. Th ey have only won it once, in 1939. The 
first set, between the Navy and the Army, produced manv ten se 
mom ent s- it was a din g-don g battle-but th e Navy won th e well­
deserved triumph, 8- 6, 6--4, and maintain ed this position by ne xt 
beatin g the Air Forc e 6-1, 6-1. 
. Th e final stru gg_le was_ between the Ar my and Air Fo rce, resulting 
in th e Army being v ictor s, 6-4, 6-4. Gam es won overall : 
Navy 26, Army 22, Air Force 10. Thi s is th e third year in succe ssion 
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the Navy has carried off the Cup and the fifth time held by Queen 
Alexandra's Roya l Naval Nursing Service. Congratulation s to them 
this year. Next year we hope to the Q .A.R. A .N.C. ! 

It was a most en joyab le afternoon crowned by a most excel lent tea 
and, later, farewell drink s. Cap tain E. J. Crook, Q .A.R.A. .C., 
of Chatham, and her staff were responsib le for this part of the function, 
and right nobly was it carried out . 

M .E.L.F . 
Space forbids a long account, but menti on mu st be made of th e 

part Q.A.R.A.N.C. are taking in thi s area's sport ing events . 
Captain B. Gordon's name appears in the Army Women's Team 

for the Inter-Services Cup matches both in hockey and squash 
(W .R. A.F. were the winners) . She was also secon<l in the long jump, 
3rd Infantry Brigade Di strict At hletic s, with Pte. Read third. 

Pt e. Read came first in th e 100 yards race and second in th e 220 

yard s at this meeting, and also ·took part in th e Inter-Services 
Championships. 

Other Ranks Q.A.R.A.N.C. joined in the practices for th e Ar my 
Women's Team for the Inter-Services Netba ll Champion ship, and 
th ough not finally represen ted in what proved to be the winning team, 
they wi ll try again next time. 

Gazell e E ditor1: 
Administrat o r, A sso ciati on: D AME Lo u1sA J. \XlrLKINSON 
H on. Secretary, A ssociati on : Mi ss l\I. B. CLELLAND 

H dad 0 /ficc: 
20, John Islip Street, l\ l illbank, Lond on, S.\Xl. r. 

Branch Sccrelarie1: 

Scotti sh Mi ss E . McI NTOSH, 24, Wil loug hb y Dri ve, G lasgow, \Xl-3-
Australian l\f1ss L. l'vI. A VERY, 12, Station Av enu e, .i\1cKinn on, S.E.14 , 

Melb ourne, Vict o ria . 
l\Iidland l\[r ss \Xl. B. l\fo uNTAIN, c/o Royal Orch opa:dic H os pital, Norchfields, 

Birmin gham, 31. 
Ea st Africa Cfo LrEUT.-(OLONEL N. P. DE B. BA~!PTON, P .O. Box 4026, Nairobi, 

Ken ya. 
New Zealand l\IRS. A . E. H ATFIELD, 77, Bassett Road, Rcm eura, Auckl :111d, S.E.2. 

A ssociati on M emb ership: Life, Fi ve Guinea s. 
A nnua l, 2s. 6d. Sub sc ripti on may be paid for any 

numb er o f years in ad vance. 
GAZETTE issued quarterl y. Sub scripti on, 5s. per annum . r\ vailable to memb ers 

and non-members. 
A sso ciati on Br ooch, 2s . 6d . each, avail able to memb ers only. Quote memb ership 

number on o rder. 

I 2 

~- · • -- - • - -- .. ~-· £•- - ._.., I... - ,:_,, - -· •• - • - - -- _ _____.,.. 



Postings From and Reversions to Home 
Establishment) January to March) 1951 

Fro111 lvliddle East 
Colonel A. S. Watso n 
Major J\L K. Thomson 
Major E. J\f. Nea le 
Capta in K. M. D allas 
Captai n J. Par is 
Capta in E . J\I. Th omp son 
Lieut. F. W. J\Iessiter 
Lieut. J\I. Di xon 
Lieut . J\[. D . Bradley 
Lieut. J. Gilroy 
Captain A . Kirwan 

Fro111FARE L F 
Lieut.-Co lone l A. D exter 
Majo r G. B. Powe ll 
Captai n J\L C. R. Herkis 
Capta in J\. V. Fenton 
Capta in J. Monteath 
Capta in C. O 'Rourk e 
Captain J\f. P. A lbrecht 
Lieut . C. G . J\IcJ\[ullen-Pearson 
L ieut. D. C. A. An dr ews 

From Gibraltar 
Lieut. A. Roberts 

Fro111 Ja111aica 
Major B. l\ f. Fitzpatrick 
Captain D. Hunt 

Fro111 117est Afri ca 
Major G. M. Clarke 
Major P. A. J ones 
Captain F . J\l. L. Brasse 
Captain K. . Lang 
Lieut. W. A. Newbrook 
Captai n E. K. Wood 

Fru111 E ast Africa 
Major J\(. B. Skehan 
.Major G. J\I. Willoughby 
J\Jajor D. A. Jones 
J\,fajor A . T. H ayes 

Fro111 B.A.0.R. 
Captain A . l\f. MacCormack 

Tv FARELF 
Capta in \YI. V. Peters 
Lieut. 0 . Berry 
Lieut . ]\(. M. Rutter 
Lieut. P . Butl er 
Lieut. B. l\I. Cliffor d 

Lieut. A. M . Corbett 
Lieut . \XI. E . .M. Mason 
Lieut. M. E. Campbe ll 
Lieut . B . .M. H olmes 
Lieut. ]\[. D . Harris 
Li eut. B. ]\[. Grubb 
Lieut . D. E . A u[ray-Jones 

To East Afri ca 
Captain B. I. Burns 
Captain F. G. Hill 
L ieut . D. ]\[. E ldrid ge 
Li eut. K. O 'D onog hue 
Lieut. G. S. Raitt 
Lieut. G. R. D awe 
Lieut. C. M. W ilkin son 
Lieut . C. Sulli van 

To [/:1/est Afri ca 
l\fa jor T. i\f. Cann y 
l\laj or \YI. Nap ier 
Captain B. Spencer 
Captain E. Philip son 
L:eut. S. Farrell 
Lieut. J. Lockwood 
Lieut . N. Lozman 
Lieu t . G. l\Iay bery 
Lieut. B. P. Richards 
Lieut . E . Edmond 
Lieut. E. Pring !<! 
Lieut. i\[. i\ [ag uir e 
Lieut . G. l\I. Clarke 

To M.E.L.F. 
Lieut .-Co lone l E. D . A. McHardy 
Major T. B. Chambers 
Major J\[. H. McPherson 
Major L. E . Thompson 
J\Jaior C. l\L Bokenham 
Ma)or H. Kirkwood 
Captain A. F. Greene 
Captain P . l\I. Martin 
Captain I. G. l\ [itch ell 
Captain A. H. Nichol 
Captain H. John 
Lieut. l\ [. l\ [. Berry 
Lieut. J. \YI . Montgomery 
Lieu t. E. C. Morgan 
Lieut. E. E. \Y/ilfiams 
Li eut . A. l. \Y/elch 
Lieut . l\[. 0. Moore 
Lieu t. I. P. D avies 
Lieut. . F . Slack 
Lieut. N. Rend ell 



To B.A.0.R. 
Co lonel E . l\I. B. D \·son 
Maj o r D. M. Dr yden 
l\!ajor H. H. A . Hud son 
Cap tain l\I. Summers 
Cap tain G. M . Da vies 
Capta in J. Parso ns 
Cap tain \V/. D elany 
Li eut. I. M. Ru ss 
Lieut. l\I. L. Om erod 
Lieut. I. l\[. l\Jayo 
Li eut. C. B. Baldwin 
Li eut . P . l\I. G. Fri cker 
Lieu t. M. C. Hattie 
Lieur. E. l\f. J ohn so n 
Lieut. H. l\lcl\fartin 
L ieu t. l\f. E. Bur rows 
Li eut. J. f. Ca rev 
Li eut . J.M . D av ies 

Lieut. T. l\fcl\ finn 
Li eut. £. l\f. Chittenden 

1n 13.T.A . 
l\f ajor l\f. B. Kneeb onc 
Li eut. E. Farmer 

To BETFOR 
Li ~ut . M . R. Newark 

To Gibralta;· 

Capta in E . M . l\! akepeace 
Li eut. R. I. l\!c lvill e 

To Japan 
Li eut . l\[. Keenan 
Lieut. I. M. Sh3w 

Passed N.O. Class III 
Examination) May) 1951 

Pri vates I. Bartlett, E. Bahar y, P. K. Biggs, E. Carmen, E . B. Currey, 
E. E. De an, R. Kell y, E. G . McLean, E . M. Baker , B. Elliot, E. S. 
Hedgecox, A. Eden-Sm ith, J. M. Grant, P. H. Gre gg , S. Jacobs , 
V . H. Light on, D. Mutton, G. R. oble, R. Quinn, E. M. Searle, 
J . M. Godd en, Y. Seagrave, J. Smith, E. Shearer, J. Fors ter, R. 
Forshaw, J. l\layn e, B. M. Smith, J. Alexander, M. Gr eenw ell, 
M. Irvin g, J. A . Pearce, E. S. T oyer; Lance-Corporal M. Harri son; 
Priv ates E. Collins, M. Pow ell, J. Watkin s, E. Burd ett, R. Danb y, 
E. Spiby, A. Ar mstron g. 

Any further name s coming in will be publi shed later. 

Congratulations 
CONGRA T ULA TIO NS to our members whose work for the Corps was 
recognized in tbe Birthda y Hon our s List : 

M.B.E. Captain M. M. Church 
R.R .C. Major Doroth y 0. Wakeham 
A.R.R.C. . . . Capta in Margaret G. D avidson, Captain Winifred 

M. Hall 
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A Visit to Cloud Cottage 
RIGHT ON th e Equat or lies fount K enya with it s snow-capp ed peak 
within full view of th e M wingo, a luxur y hotel renowned for lt s 
comfort and cui sine. Five m iles up th e slope s of th e mountain the 
mana ger of the hotel has bui lt a cottage 30 feet up in the tr ees . Th e 
journ ey to Cloud Cottage is tak en in a specially sprun g stat10n wago n 
through th e dense forest where a path has been cut, n;iore than th at you 
cannot say, as the surface is ind escribable-lump s and bumps and 
slopes th at it would seem impo ssibl e for a vehicle to nego tiate. 

T o gai n access to the Cottage a doubl e len g th of wooden step s ha s 
been built, the bott om half slidin g up as soo n as th e adventurers have 
taken up res idenc e. On thr ee sides is dense jun gle--o n the fourth is 
a natural glade- and a vera nd a in th e Cottage look s strai ght ou t 
over the g lade. You can see tunn els, pathwa ys int o the jun gle used by 
the wild animals . Th e Cottage consists of two double rooms and one 
single, a kitchen, loun ge and veranda-modern sanitation-c old 
water laid on actual ly pumped up fr om the river each day. 

The day our part v went was glorio usly sunn y. \X:'e arrived about 
4 p.m. after a hair-r aising tr ek throu gh the forest. The steps were 
drawn up, and th e African "boy" go t bu sy makin g tea . The bird s 
were of every hue and descr iption ; th e forest was vibrating with th eir 
different songs , and one could hardl y bear to sit back and relax. 
Pre sentl y a deer came stealthil y across the glade and di sappeared the 
other side. o m ore ga me wer e seen till nightf all. It wa s full m oo n 
and as clear as day. After dinn er we again took up our pos ts. A Game 
Warden was also on th e loo kout, and we saw a black object come 
lumb erin g into th e glade, which we were told was a rhino. Lat er on 
two mo re came ; th e stillne ss of the forest could almo st be felt, it was 
as if the whole forest was holding it s breath. By thi s time it was 
distinctl y cold and we hu gge d our big coats round us, but, on the 
Equator, th e clear air go t th e better of us and we retired to bed leavin g 
th e Warden on guar d in case anything intere stin g appeared . Elephant s 
of a hill type with sho rt tu sks are sometimes seen, and buffalo, which are 
among the most dan gero us of animals. 

The bird s awak ened us in the mornin g and, sittin g on the veranda 
sippin g our tea, we saw one after the other a her d of Impala ( deer) 
come out very, very stealthil y. A g runtin g noi se from the jun g le set 
them on the alert and th ey rem ained m otionl ess for twent y minute s 
absolutely frozen, facing the dir ecti on from which th e noi se came­
th en, for no apparent reaso n, leapt one after th e other back int o th e 
far side of the forest. 

Pr esentl y we heard the car approaching to tak e us reluctantly back 
to th.e ho tel for br eakfas t, thu s endin g a neve r-to-be-for go tten 
expe n ence of nature un spo iled. 

JVIEMBER EAST AFRICAN BRANCH 



Society for the Oversea Settlement of British Women 
Nursing and Hospital Appointments Sec tion 

THERE are goo d opp o rtunit ies for Stat e Reg ister ed Nur ses th ro ug hout the Briti sh 
Comm onwealth . Th e Societ y is able to obtain info rmation ab out specific hos pit als 
in the D omini ons and Co lonies, and ad vise an y applicant s wh o arc qu alified to take 
up hos pita l app o intment s. 

Ca11ada .- Vacanci cs fo r State Reg istered Nur ses, Occup ational Th erapi sts, 
Ph ysio therapi sts, Radi ogra ph ers, Lab ora to ry T echnici ans and Nur sing A ids. 

E mpl oye rs usuall y requir e a perso nal int erview . Th e S.O.S .B.\ '(f. is in to uch 
w ith the Reg istrar o f Nur ses in each P rov ince, and w ith all p ro fess ional assoc iations. 
The Soc iety has repr esencati, ·es in all th e large r citi es, w ho are g lad to ad vise and 
he lp any sett lers carr ying lett ers of int roducti on . 

. A G ove rnment Ass isted (Loa n) Passage Scheme has recentl y been inaug urat ed 
which app lies to nur ses and wo rker s in cert ain ot her fields o f empl oy ment. 

La brador.- Th e Gr enfell i\fi ssion req uire s Sta te Reg istered Nur ses w ith S.C.i\f. 
Certi ficate fo r pionee r wo rk. Passage pa id on thr ee years' contra ct . 

U11io11 of 5011th Af rica.- \Tacancie s fo r Pri vate Nur sing Sisters, Staff Nur ses , 
Siste r Tut o rs, Th eatre Siste rs, Radi og raph ers and Di etit ians, Teache rs o f Physio­
th erap y (T. i\f. i\LG . and T. i\1.E .), Ph ysio th erap ists and O ccupati onal Th era pi st s. 

5011/hern R hodesia.- Scaff Nur ses (Part I Midwif ery) and qualifi ed Menta l Nur ses 
requir ed. Out wa rd passage s p rov ided , but in th e ev ent of a nur se resig nin g w ithin 
thr ee yea rs of app o intm ent she will be liable fo r th e wh o le o r a pr opo rti on o f che 
far e. Th ere is a cos t o f I iv ing allow anc e, w hich is at pr esent 20 per cent. of sa lary. 

Ke11ya Co/01!)'.- Th crc are from tim e to time vacanci es for Seate Reg iste red Nur ses 
w ith the S.C.i\L Certi ficat e in sma ll ge nera l E uro pean H os pit als, a lso fo r Seate 
Reg iste red Nur ses w ith the R.S. C. N. Certi ficate at the G ertrud e's G arden Chi ld ren 's 
H os pit al, N airobi. Ag reements a rc usually fo r four years, at th e end of w hich £ 120 
toward s th e doub le pa ssage is co ntributed by the emp loye r. 

A11stralia .- Op enin gs for Nur ses in thi s D omini on are usually in p rivate wards o f 
ge neral hos pit als o r in co untr y hos pita ls. Sala ries vary in different Sta tes . Candi ­
date s app o int ed tra ve l und er the Ass isted Passage Scheme. 

S) ria: Altot11!)'a11 H ospital, Al eppo .-.t\ Sister w ith teachin g experience is requir ed 
to train Syrian p ro bationers . Fare on thr ee yea rs' co ntract. A nnu al leave six weeks . 

NOTE.-A pp licati on fo r the abov e posts will be de alt w ith only by th e ur scs' 
Panel, Society for the O verseas Sett lement of Briti sh W omen, 43-44, Parliament 
Str eet , L ond on, S.\'(/. 1, to whom all inquirie s shou ld be addr essed, and by w ho m 
candidat es w ill be int erview ed on behalf o f the respecti ve empl oye rs. o fees are 
char ged by the Society. 

Ne 1v Zeala11d.- Th erc are a l imit ed numb er of openin gs fo r State Reg istered 
ur ses betwee n 20 and 45 yea rs o f age . ur ses trave l ou t und er th e Fr ee Passage 

Schem e. ur sing Train ees , w ith Second ary Schoo l educ ation, betwee n 18 and 30 
years o f age , a re requ ired for ge neral train ing and can tr avel under the Fre e Passage 
Sch eme. A ll applic at ions should be made to the Chief Mi g rati on Officer, Ne w 
Zea land G ove rnment Offic es, 4 15, Strand, L ond on, \X,' .C.2. 

UND E R R OYAL P ATRONAGE 

W. A. DOLLIMORE 

.Nlilitary Tailor, Outfitter and Medal Specialist 

14 LYNCHFORD RD., FARNBOROUGH, HANTS 
T elephone: Farnboro11gh 303 
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