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Editorial 
NO T having been an Edit or before, it is a bit difficult to know how long to 
allow for a new publication like this of ours to take hold of its readers. Th.is 
is the third numb er and we would modestly like to draw yo ur attention to the 
fact that this quarter the date of issue bears an obvion s relationship to the 
particular month print ed thereon-a distinct achievement. W e also think 
that on our side we are maint aining, if not incre:ising, the value in material 
given. You may not agree and yo u :ire the final jud ge. You certainly may 
have doubts about our modesty, but this is an age of self-advertisement and 
yo u surel y would not like us to be belund the tim es. 

Seriously, though, we must have more contributions from individua l 
memb ers if the GAZETTE is to become worth while either to yo u from tl1e 
point of view of interest or to us, for that matter, from a purely comm ercial 
outlook. Contributions in the sense of mat erial for public ation is what we 
are thinkin g of particularly. W e do not need to stress that we are ever ready 
to welcome as members all who are eligible, and the contributi ons to our 
coffers incidental to new memb erslups wou ld be includ ed in the welcome. 
If there is anythin g that yo u would like to read in the GAZETTE please do see 
if you cann ot send us somethin g similar and set chc ball rolling. Send in news 
of memb ers' engage ments, marriages, honours, achieveme nt s, anything of 
interest in work or play. At present we have not space enough to print photos 
and , of course, they would :idd to the expense, but we hope to do so in the not
too-fa r-off futur e and will gladly receive any for later use. 

There is another matter which appa rently wants explaining and that is the 
memb ership lists which arc appearing in each issue. The idea is to give yo u a 
series of lists w hich when complet ed will cover the whole memb erslup, thus 
permitting us to keep within a certain paper allowa nce for each issue. It is 
ex traordinar y the correspondence this enforced fractional method has produ ced, 
many members havin g written to ask why their names were not includ ed. 
We appreciate their eagerness to be publicly known as Association memb ers, 
but wou ld remin d them that the proverb says every thin g comes to those who 
wa it. 
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Queen Mary's Birthday 
TELEGRAMS of congra tulation and loya l greetings we re dispatched on the 
occasion of Her Maj esty's 83 rd birthd ay, 26th May, 1950, both from the 
Q.A. Co rps and from the Q.A. Association. Qu een Mary is Co lonel-in- Chief 
of the Co rps and Patron of the Association. 

Gracious acknow ledgme nts and thanks were received. Her Maj esty's 
sustained interest in the developm ents of the Arm y Nur sing Services through 
out the past twenty-four years is a matter of deep satisfaction to past and 
present members of those Services. 

A Link with Scutari 
A BEAU TIF U L historical treasure has been acquir ed by the Co rps. It is a 
four -pi ece silver Communion set which Florence Ni ghting ale gave to the 
chapel at Scutari in 1854 for use at soldier services. The chalice measures 
seven and a half inches in height and the patens are each six and a half inches 
in width . Th e inscription on the base of the chalice reads :-

"This Chalice with two Patens and Flagon of silver were given by Miss 
Florence Ni ghtin gale for use at soldier services at Scutari, Asia. A.D. 1854, to 
R evd . Canon Sabin, late C.F., and by him left for use in Malta to the senior 
C.E. Chaplain, A.D. 1884." 

Th e Matron- in-Chief heard that this set was stored away in the safe of 
Barracca Ch urch at Malta, and she appro ached the Chaplain-G eneral hoping 
that it wou ld be possible for the Cor ps to be given possession of this Crimean 
relic. He readily assented and made arrangements for it to be brou ght to this 
country in the personal care of an officer who delivered it to the D .A.N.S. in 
the last week of May. 

It is to be given to the Q.A .R. A.N.C. Depo t and Training Establishmen t 
for use at services in the chapel they plan to have there. Thi s wil l be a wonderfu l 
privil ege and reverent inspirati on to the Co rps, the pr esent-d ay successors to 
the ladies of the Crimea who nur sed those soldiers receiving Comm union in 
Scutari Chapel. 

Corps Functions 
TH E Co rps At Home is a peace-tim e annu al function for servin g officers and 
their invit ed guests. It is regarded by Q.As. as the social event of the year. 
Several times Her Majesty Queen Mary has honoured the Nur sing Service by 
her pr esence, giving grea t jo y to the guests and hostesses. 
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Th e gathering has never been known to be anything but a success. Th ere is 
a constant greeting of old friends and inquiri es for others, and always the grey 
and scarlet uniform is there to be seen and admi red. Many distinguished 
civilians and members of the Services are among the guests, with the nur sing 
and medical professions we ll represented. 

It was held this year on 22nd May at the Park Lane Hotel, and Brigadier 
A. Th omson, Dir ector of Arm y Nur sing Services, received and welcomed the 
guests, among wh om were five of her predecessors, ex-Q .A. Matrons-in -Chief. 

A small Q .A. Dumer was held at the hotel the same evening and it was 
tho roughly enjoyed by those serving and retired regular Q.As. able to attend. 
Lieut .-Co lonel E. E. W atkin , Q.A.R.A.N.C., kept the party chre ry and 
happy after dinn er by tirelessly playing accompanim ents for their commun al 
songs. 

Since the Association has been formed and sponsored reunions for its mem
bers, there has been a little confusion in some folks' mind s about these variou s 
gay events. Th e At Home and the Dinner are no thing to do w ith the Associa
tion. They are purely domestic conce rns of the Cor ps throu gh their 
Q.A.R.A.N.C. Officers' Club, which is for serving officers only. True, most 
officers of the Corps are also members of the Association, but memb ers of the 
Association are far from all being officers of the Co rps. If they were, the 
D.A.N.S. and her Department could have no cause for complault on the score 
at least of shortages, though they might not consider all of us suitable for their 
modern set-up . 

N ews N otes from the Branches 
IT would be more correct to say News Notes from THE BRANCH, for that 
is wh at the Scottish Bran ch is at the moment-th e one and only. Th e Secretary 
writ es and says: "A very successful meeting was held in Glasgow on 15th May, 
when the Branch was formed. Miss C. R oy, Matron-u1-Chief, 1936-1940, 
was elected Chairm an, and Miss E. Mdnt osh, retired Q.A., Secretary. Miss 
E. David son, Q .A. R eserve, agreed to be Tr easurer. Th e several Arm y 
Nur sing Services were well represented in the five other members elected to 
the Branch Committee. T he Association Admini strato r, Dame Louisa 
Wilkins on, was able to attend and thoro ughly enjoyed meeting old friend s 
and Scottish members. W e began with a list of some seventy members and 
there has been quite a steady increase in the members in the shor t time the 
Bran ch has been in existence. It is hoped that this will continu e. N ew memb ers 
are warmly welcomed. W e arc all anxious to make our Branch a success. 
Th e new Co mmitt ee had their first meeting on 24th Jun e to discuss plans 
and that very imp ortant thing FINAN CE, perhaps rather an imp osing word 
to apply to our bank balance AS YET." 

Good luck to the Scottish Branch 
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T.A.N.S. 
TH E Territ orial Arm y Nur sing Service is being disbanded in the near futur e, 
Unl ess very , very yo ung one rarely think s of Q.A s, with out also thinkin g of 
the T.A ,NS, and it strikes a note of sadness to announce that an epoch of the 
history of the latter is finished, It has been a history of proud service which 
perhaps some T.A.NS memb ers w ill give us in more detail one of these days, 
Thi s brief articl e is not the place for ic Let it suffice now to say that the history 
of the Q,A s, could not be w ritt en w ith any ju stification with out that of the 
T ,A.NS Th e T.A,NS have since their form ation been the comr ades in arms 
of the Q,A s. in all tim es of stress and emerge ncy, In the recent wa r they were 
to all pr actical intents and purp oses part of the Q.A ,LM .N S , though each 
retained their particular badge and conditi ons and treasured their own traditions, 

N ow that the Qu een Alexandra's R oya l Arm y Nur sin g Co rps has been 
form ed within the stru cture of the R egular Arm y, it will requir e iLs count erpart 
w ithin the Territ orial Arm y and the Territ orial Arm y R eserve of Officers 
(T.A .R,O.), Memb ers o f the T.A .NS will be glad to know how they stand, 
for it has been a long period of uncer tainty, but natur ally nothin g could be 
decided for them until the futur e conditions for the R egular Nur sing Co rps 
were finally settled. Each memb er is being or has been app roached by the 
M atron-in- Chief' s Departm ent at the W ar Office, settin g out the position with 
the alternatives available to T.A ,N S, divided int o th ree age gro ups:-

L For those not yet 45 years of age, the alternatives are to apply fo r a 
commissi on in either Q ,A,R ,A.N .C. (T.A ,) or T. A,R.O ., or they may 
resign T.A.NS memb ersh.ip, thu s termin ating their professional connection 
with the Arm y Nur sing Services, 

2 . For those ove r 45 but not yet 50 years of age, the alternatives are to 
apply for a commi ssion in T.A .R .O. (the Territori al Arm y R eserve of 
Officers), or if they so desire they may resign T .A.N .S. memb ership and 
termin ate their professional cormection w ith the Arm y. 

3. R etirement of those over these age limit s is being c::irried out and notifica
tion w ill app ear in the Lo11do11 Gaz ette (S11pplel/lC11t). 

Th e nearest T errit orial ::ind Auxiliary Forces Association w ill suppl y furth er 
inform ation. It w ill be grand shor tly to see the lists of Q.A .R.A.N .C. (T.A. ) 
and T .A.R .O. 

How glad we are that the Q.A. Association is in being ! For one re::ison 
or another, some T.A .N. S. may be obliged to termin ate their 'p rofessional 
coru1ection' with the Arm y Nur sing Service, and that is ju st where the Associa
tion steps for ward and throws the gate open wid e for continu ed friendship 
with our well -t ried T .A.N. S. comr ades. 

Note.- Th e Edi tor had hoped to be able to give inform ation about the 
Q.A.R.A .N .C. (R eserve) also, but this is not ye t finally settled. Th e details 
w ill be somewh at different from above as the Q .A. R eserves will form part 
of the Arm y Re serve of O fficers (W omen). 
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Q.A .R.A .N.C. Sports 
1 T is hop ed that with the introdu ction, with effect from 1st Jul y, 1950, of 
Oth er R ank clement into the Co rps, the Q .A.R.A.N.C. will compete with 
other W omen' s Services in all sporting events. At the mom ent Q .As. are 
only able to compete as individuals on a very small scale. It is not alw ays 
possible, ow ing to the nature of their duti es and to numb ers being so limit ed, 

:~ for officers to be spared from their respective unit s for the training which is 
absolutel y essential if they arc to participate successfully in curr ent sporting 
events. Each Co mm and has its Cor ps Sports R epresentative and it is intended 
~hortly to form a Sports Co mmitt ee in each District. A senior officer, Lieut .
Co lonel E. E. W ack.in, has been appoi nted to represent the Corps at the 
meetings of the Arm y (Women's) Central Sports Committee. 

Te1111is 

For a numb er of years an annu al tenni s tournam ent has been held, and in 
1933 a cup was presented for this event by Miss M. E. Medfor th, C.B.E., 
R.R.C., Matron-in-Chi ef, Q.A.I.M.N.S., 1930 to 1934. Sister Anni e Osborne, 
Q.A .I.M.N.S., was the first winner of this troph y, the Medforth Cup, in 1933, 
and it was again won by her in 1934. She served in the Q.A.I.M.N .S. from 
April 1920 to J~nuar y 1945, and was a trainee of St. George's Hospital, London. 
The pr esent D.D.A.N.S. of FA RELF, Colonel G. E. Mor gan, was the second 
holder of the cup, winning it in 1935. Her training school is Princ e of Wal es 
Ho spital, To ttenham. 

This year there we re twenty entri es, the finals taking place at Tidw orth on 
27th Jun e. The wirmcr was Lieut. E. C. W eare from Milit ary Hospit al, 
Netley (training schoo l, Bart 's), and the runner -up Lieut. J. F. Moore from 
Milit ary Hospital, Tidworth ( training school, St. Th omas's). Each year the 
winner and runn er-up of the Mcdforth Cup are entered for the Inter-Nur sing 
Services' Lawn Tennis Cup. This is a beautifu l cup, standing twelv e inches 
high, presented by the Matron s-in-Chief of Qu een Alexandra 's R oya l N aval 
Nursing Service, Queen Alexandr a's Imperial Milit ary Nursing Service and 
Prin cess Mary's Royal Air Force Nur sir1g Service in 1937, and bearing the 
badges of these thr ee Services. The Navy was the first wi.Jmcr at Haslar in 
1937 and again in 1938. The Arm y has only won it once, in 1939. Co mp etition 
began once more after the war years in 1947, when the R.A .F. was the winner 
and again in 1948. The Navy was the triumph ant Service in 1949. This year 
the Cup was competed for at Chatham on 3orh Jun e. The Arm y did well 
but their play was not goo d enough and again the N avy wins. There ar . 
several promising players in the Corps and doubtless they will in due cour n 
adjust the recorded balance of victories won . 

S1JJi111111i11g 

Thi s year the Mat ron-in-Chi ef and Dir ector of Arm y Nursing Services, 
Br igadier A. Thompson, C .B.E. , R.R.C., K.H.N .S., gave a cup to be known 
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as "Th e Q.A . Cup" for annu al competition to be pr esented to the winner of 
the Q .A.R .A.N .C. Champi onship two lengths free style race at the R.A .M. C. 
Annu al Swimmin g Gala. 

Th ere were six competitors for the event, held at Aldershot on 20th Jun e, 
the w inner being Lieut. P. I. Brow nin g from the Milit ary H ospital, Catterick 
Camp (training school, Clutt erbrid ge Co unty General). Lieut . J. S. L. Mont
go merie from the Cambrid ge Hospital, Aldershot (training schoo l, Dulw ich 
Hospit al) was a close second , and the third was Lieut . A. Matheson from the 
Co nnaught Milit ary Hospital, Hindh ead (training school, Alfree Hospital, 
Melbourne, Australia). It was a very popul ar race and there was great excitement 
among the Cambrid ge Hospital supp orters wh en Lieut. Montgo merie almost 
caught up with the w inner. 

It is wo rth recording that in the South ern Co mm and Champi onships last 
year thr ee nur sing officers competed and between them they won all four 
W omen' s Services' events. In other areas and local events the Q .As. pro ved 
that they must be count ed in the swimmin g reckoning. Apart from those 
already menti oned, Capt . B . L. R atee, Capt. Tadman, Lieut . Hu ghes and 
Lieut. R ylvsley arc all wo rth wa tching. 

Ski-i ng 

A more unusual sport but even here the Co rps shows promise. Lieut . J. P. 
Summ ers fro m the British Milit ary Hospit al, Kb genfurt , Austri a (training 
school, De rbyshire R oya l Infirm ary) wo n the W omen' s Services' N ovices 
Ski Co mp etition at Smeltz, Austria, in March 1950. Eligibility for competitors 
was confined to those who had not been on skis prior to N ovemb er, 1949. 
Lieut. Summ ers was considered so goo d that she was asked to go in for the 
more advanced ski-in g competition, but unfor tunately she injur ed her ankle 
and was unable to take part. 

W e are likely to hear more of our Q.A. skier if the exigencies of the Service 
(is it possible that yo u have heard that phr ase before?) place her where such 
sport is to be had. 

Member/ Reunion 
D ON' T forget the date- Saturd ay afternoon, 2nd September, 1950, from 4 p.m. 
to 7 p .m. at the R oyal Hor ticultur al Society's Old Hall, Vincent Square, 
Lond on, S.W .r. N earest station :- St. James's Park . Hu sbands and friends 
are welcome. Th ere is plenty of roo m and some chairs this time. 

Offers of hospitality from members in the London area for the Friday or 
Satur day night, or both, will be greatly appreciated for members corning 
fro m far afield . 

Ti ckets 8s. 6d. each. Apply before 25th August to R eunion Secretary, 
Q .A.R.A .N .C. Association, 20 John Islip Street, Lond on, S.W .r. W e arc 
looking forwar d to meeting yo u and so are yo ur pals of wa r and peace. 
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The Old Contemptibles 
TH E R oyal Albert Hall was the scene of the Silver Jubil ee Grand R eunion of 
the Old Co ntemptibl es Association on the evening of 24th Jw1e. Some few of 
our members perhaps belong to this Association too . It wo uld be interesting 
to know. 

Th e Old Co ntemptibl es Association was founded 25th Jun e, 1925, to revive 
and maintain the friendships of the old British Arm y and to guard the interests 
of its members who served " und er the fire of the enemy's mobile artillery" 
between the dates 5th Au gust, 1914, and 22nd N ovember, 1914, and we re 
awarded the clasp to the 191,i Star. 

At the Silver Jubil ee Grand R eunion, Q ueen Mary, looking wo nd erfully 
regal, was enthu siastically acclaimed again and again. Th e wa rmth and 
spontan eity of the greeting left no doubt as to the place Her M aj esty holds 
in the hearts of the people. Her presence and sympathetic appreciation of the 
various items of the prog ramm e gave much j oy to the Old Co ntemptibl es and 
their friends- another happ y memory. 

Th e pro gramm e was a series of portr ayals representin g the years r9 r3, r9r 4, 
the outbr eak of war, Boulogne, the R etreat from Mons, the Advance to Ypr es, 
followed by a parade of R egiments and Co rps in full-dr ess Wliform s of 
1914 and a parade of Old Co ntemptibl es' Co lour-b earers. Th e President of 
the Old Contemptibl es Association then gave a short addr ess and the evening 
ended with a Comm emoration Service. 

The gathering was most inspirin g and stirred the emotions of at least those 
wh o could take their memory back to the momentous days recalled. Buses 
and tube trains that night bore man y home-going Ol d Co ntemptibl es with 
eager, loosened tongues telling their tales of not so very long ago. 

J- Is it not strange that in such a prog ramm e there w as nothing to indicate 

( 

that the Arm y had a well-established Nur sing Service of its own at that time, 
Nurses wer e portr ayed, it is tru e, but not Q.A s. or T.A .N .S. Wh at we re they 
doin g then , Proud members of the Q .A. Association wo uld like to know. 

Coalition Luncheon 
A v E R Y pleasant custom has gro wn up in recent years of the N aval, Arm y and 
Air Force M atrons-in- Chief combinin g to arnrnally entertain their predecessors 
at a lw1cheon part y at the Un ited Nur sing Services Club . Th.is year it w as 
held on 23rd M ay. Th ere were eleven guests : R oyal N avy- Miss A. R alph, 
C. B.E. , R .R .C.; Dame Doris Beale, D .B.E., R.R. C.; Dame M atilda Goo d
rich, D.B.E ., R .R .C. Arm y- Miss F. M. Hodgins, C.B. E., R .R .C.; Miss R . 
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O sborne, C.B .E., R .R. C.; Miss M. E. Medforch, C.B.E., R.R .C.; D ame 
Katharine Jones, D .B.E., R.R .C. and bar ; D ame Louisa J. W ilkinson, D.B.E., 
R .R .C. R oyal Air Force- Dame Joa1ma Cruickshank, D .B.E., R .R .C.; 
D ame Emily Blair, D .B.E., R .R. C. ; Dame Kathr ine W att, D .B.E., R.R .C. 

Sharing the hostess duti es at luncheon, Miss H. W. Cargill, R. R .C., K.H .N. S., 
Matron-in-Chief, P.M.R .A.F.N.S. , welcomed the guests; Miss 0 . Franklin, 
C.B .E., R .R. C., K.H.N.S., Matron-in-Chief, Q.A .R .N.N .S., asked the 
Blessing; and Brigadier A. Th omson, C.B.E., R.R. C. , K.H .N .S., Matron-in
Chief and Director of Arm y Nur sing Services, gave a brief summ ary of the 
year' s events. She spoke of the loss to the Nur sing Services of Dame Gladys 
T aylor on nth January, 1950, and all present rose and stood silently in memory. 

Dame Doris Beale thanked the hostesses on behalf of the guests and said 
how mu ch they appr eciated being kept in touch with their old Services, whose 
prog ress they always followe d w ith great personal interest. 

Six past Matrons-in- Chief were unable to be pr esent- Miss C. R enwick, 
R .R .C.; Miss M . L. Hu ghes, R.R .C. and bar; Miss B. M. Martin, R .R .C., 
of the N avy ; and Dame Ann Beardsmore Smith, D .B.E., R .R. C.; Miss D. M. 
Marti11, C.B.E ., R.R .C. ; Miss C. R oy , C.B.E., R .R .C., M.M ., of the Arm y. 

Honours 
T HE followin g list of Association members includ ed in the N ew Year and 
Rirthda y Honours for 1950 has been sent to us. W e arc delighted to publi sh 
the names, bu t cannot guarantee that the list is complete. T heir fellow-members 
congratulate them . 

C.B.E. 
O .B.E. 
M.B.E. 
B.E.M . 
R .R .C. 

A.R .R .C. 

Frie11ds, p lease 110/e :-

Co lonel L. M. Hunnin gs, R.R .C. 
Lieut .-Colonel A. R owlands, R.R .C. 
Miss M. M. Mceghan . 
S/Sgt. G. A. Vincent, V.A.D . 
Lieut .-Co lonel C. M . Jolmson. 
Licut.- Co lonel F. M. Low ther. 
Maj or E. J. Stirling. 
Major E. Mackaness. 
Major G. Mud ge. 
Major M. M. Winn y. 
Capt. A. Flanagan . 
Lieut. N . M. Kinsella. 

T he engagr.:mcnt is arn1ounced of Member A 1278 Lieut. Doro thy (Jan e) 
Potter, Q .A.R .A.N.C., and M r. John Edgar H ornsby, whose marriage will 
take place shortl y in Dcrna, Cy renaica. 

Ga le & Polden Ltd ., Th e Wellington Pr ess, Alder sho t. 2557-M. 
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Q.A. Other Ranks 
TH E responsibility for prov iding female subordin ate st:iffs for dut y w ith the 
Arm y Medical Services has passed from the W omen' s R oya l Arm y Cor ps to 

Qu een Alexandr a's R oya l Arm y Nur sing Co rps. Our Co rps, as yo u all kn ow , 
has hitherto consisted entir ely of officers, all State R egistered Nur ses. Fro m 
now on it is also open to other rank s and offers an att ractive career for wo men 
other than the qualified nur se. 

Oth er rank s arc all classified w ithin certain trades in the Arm v and the 
follow ing Arm y trades have been appr oved for the new Q.A. Oth er R ank 
Section :-

Nur sing orderly . 
Mental nur sing orderly . 
R adiograph er. 
Masseuse (ph ysiotherapist). 
Laboratory assistant (pathology). 
Chiro podist. 

Clerk, R .A.M. C. 
Clerk orderly (clinical), R .A.M. C. 
Special treatm ent orderly. 
Storcwoman, techni cal (R .A.M.C.). 
Dental opera ting roo m assistant . 
Deneal hyg ienist. 

In the first issue of the GAZE TT E the Nur se Tr aining Scheme of the Co rps 
was briefly cxplain("d. T his inn ova tion opens up an unu sual way of becomin g 
a trained nur se. Q .A. Oth er R anks who qualify as State R egistered Nur ses 
may be considered for appointm ent to a commi ssion in the Q .A.R .A.N .C. 
Th ere will also be a limit ed numb er of appointm ("nt s to commi ssioned rank 
for non-nur sing duti es, and these commi ssions w ill be open to those Q .A. 
personnel in any of the Arm y trades given above other than nur sing who show 
an aptitu de for leadership. 

Th ere are plenty of openings in the Co rps for the girl wh o wa nts to ge t on. 
Enlistment promi ses a particularly int eresting and :.idventu rous life for the 
girl wh o has the desire to nur se but who feels the strong attr action of Service 
lifr. There will b(" opportu nities of go ing ove rseas and seeing man y coumri es. 
The free training and educa tion obtained in the Co rps w ill be very usefnl in 
any wa lk of life afterwar ds, and a goo d Service record is always a splendid 
rccom mend a tion. 

Enlistm ent is for an initi al engage ment of 3, 4 or 5 years with the co lours. 
Age lim it for Q.A. Oth er R anks is norm ally 17½- 3 5 yea rs and a certain 
medical standard is necessary. Furth er inform ation can be obtained from local 
R ecruitin g Officer~. 

Association members will all be very int erested in this new ex tension of thC' 
Corps, and from their own personal experience they w ill be abl(" to cncouraoc 
potenti al applicants. It is goo d to know that there has been an ("Xccllent init ~ l 
response and, wh at is more, it does seem that the response is comin g from the 
right type of applicant. Many inquiri es arc being received not only from girls 
but also from relatives and parent s w ho feel this may prove a valuable int ro
duction int o the wo rld for their dauohtcrs. 

C, 

All those recruit ed arc, of course, eligible to become Association memb ers 
and w ill be heart ily we lcomed. 
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