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Editorial 
ou R FIRST issue had quite a good reception considering its deficien
cies, of which we became intensely aware as soon as we saw it in 
print. \Y/e have had many compliments of which we are, perhaps you 
will think, inordinately proud. Let us hope that the words of the 
proverb about pride going before a fall will not apply in this case. 
The preparation of the GAZETTE was a big effort on our part and we 
trembled in anticipation. Of course, all the comments received were 
not exactly what you wou ld call compliments. Perhap s it was pride 
creeping in, but we even thought one or two rather carping. Still, 
we did ask for candid criticism s, and got them ; but please let them 
be constructive as wel l. D o bear in mind that it is yo ur GAZETTE as 
well as ours. We want it to become a link between members. 

By the way, we think you shou ld know that the GAZETTE is Editor
ess, though we have a promise of one in perhaps six months' time. 

Pressure of other work made it impossible for the potential Editor 
to take this task on in time for our first issue, which could not be 
delayed longer, so the Administrator and Honorary Secretary are 
doing their best meanwhile to fill the gap . A sma ll GAZETTE Com
mittee will be required. Some of you who are suitably gifted and 
availab le might like to put your names forward. 

Our Patron, Queen Mary, honoured us by receiving a copy of the 
Q.A.R.A.N.C. AssocrATION GAZETTE No . 1, and has gracio usl y 
sign ified that Her Majesty's name may appear as Patron in future 
issues. This will greatly please all members. 

The mention in the article on Q.A. D ay of "collections taken" 
impel s me to remind Q.As. that two of their own funds are alwa ys 
ready to receive, as there is a big drain on them, viz., the Q.A. 
Association Benevolent Fund, and Queen Mary's House Fund. 



' - . ------·- ' ' ' " . - - - '·---' ' -~ -

The Annual General Meeting 
THE MEMBERS' Annual General Meeting was held at 20 John Islip 
Street, on Wednesday, 22nd March. The number attending was quite 
satisfactory, though we would have liked to see mor e. We hav e been 
told since that Saturday would be a better day for most member s. 
This has been noted for consideration next time. 

It is hoped to publish an Annual Report and Balance Sheet later on. 

We think that you would like to know who is representing your 
interests on the Central Committee, the managing body of the A ssocia
tion. Dame Louisa Wilkinson was re-elected Chairman and Dame 
Katharine Jones Vice-Chairman. Miss S. A. Rout, ex-Reserve, Mis s 
C. L. A. Robinson and Miss M. Bremner, retired Regulars, are now 
entering their second year as Committee members. They will retire 
at the next Annual General Meeting . Mis s D. C. Bridges was again 
elected to represent T.A.N.S., so she takes on for the next two years. 
Miss J. A. Patterson, retired Regular, and Miss E. A. Baldock, ex
Reserve, were also elected for a two-year tenure. All of them will be 
pleased to hear from members who wish to have any particular matter 
brought forward for discussion at the Central Committee . 

The Honorary Secretary, the Honorary Trea surer and the Adminis
trator are ex-officio members of the Committee. They are not elected. 
The Commandant of the Q.A.R.A.N.C. Depot is also an ex-officio 
member to give the necessary continuity of contact with Service 
matters. 

Reunion 
THE Central Committee has decided to venture on another Reunion. 
One or two of the Committee felt that it was perhap s too much to 
make it an annual event, but what are we to do? We want to sati sfy 
the members of the As sociation, and many of them are always clamour 
ing for such a function. When branches are formed, areas can have their 
own social events, and of course they can invite as many members 
from other areas as they have room for, but until then we feel that 
Headquarters must take the initiative and prov ide opportunity for 
you to get together. 

Miss S. A. Rout, who has so successfully organi zed two previous 
Reunions, is again shouldering the spade work . She has been warned 
that there must not be a deficit this time ! 

It is to be at the Royal Horticultural Society O ld Hall, Vincent 
Square, Westminster, London, S. W . 1, on Saturday afternoon, 
znd September, 1950. It is a big place, so there wi ll be plenty of room 
for husbands and friend s. 

Earmark the date and look out for further detail s in th e July issue 
of the GAZETTE. 
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Neu;s Notes from the Branches 
T HERE still aren' t any branch es, but th ere is a littl e new s. Scotland 
is to th e fo re as No . 1 Branch. The inau gural meetin g of the Scotti sh 
Bra nch- th at is wh at it is most likel y to be called-i s to be held on 
Mo nday, 15th May, 1950, at 2.30 p.m., at th e Hi ghland ers' In stitut e, 
27, E lmb ank Stree t, Gl asgow . Th e Admini st rato r expect s to att end 
to g ive th e first-bo rn her blessing. Th e branch will have about seve nt y 
memb ers to star t off, and it is hoped a large numb er of th em can 
ma nage to be at th e fas t meetin g . 

Severa l Lond on members have said th at th ey wo uld lik e a branch , 
and the sugges tion is to be discussed . Th e Central Co mmitt ee are a 
littl e dubi ous for various reaso ns, but we' ll see what comes out of th e 
di scussions. 

Whi ch area is go ing to be No . 2 Branch ? 

Q.A. Day 
THE 2 7th March is in the Ar my Calend ar , with th e app rov al of Her 
Majesty Qu een Mary, as Q. A. Da y. It comm emor ate s the official 
birthda y of th e Q .A.1.M .N. S. in 1902. 

Now th at Q. As . have an Asso ciation G AZETTE, many ser ving 
officers felt th at an acco unt of their unit' s birthd ay celebrati ons should 
be publi shed- a very right and pro per feeling , but it is doubtful if 
th e whole of thi s issue of our G AZETTE could cont ain all the script 
matt er receive d descr ibin g Q. A. Da y activiti es thi s year. The only 
thin g to do is to give a ge nera l repor t and hope that the time is n ot 
too far distant when we shall have more space at your disposal. 

Special chu rch serv ices were held in th e mornin g at most stati ons 
at home and ove rseas, and anybody who was anybody at all attend ed 
or sent a rep rese ntati ve . Regimental ba nds, uni form s and beautiful 
floral decora tions often add ed to the impre ssive and generall y movin g 
serv ice. On e Q .A . unit at least was determin ed to int ro duc e thei r 
t raditi onal colour s int o th e floral decora tion and , to achi eve thi s, 
scarlet flowers we re chosen and th eir g reen leaves were painted silver. 
Co llecti ons we re taken at so me of th e services and donated to various 
charitie s. 

Later in th e day there seems to have been open house in most of th e 
Q .A . Messes . A gar den part y, with an illumin ated fo untain, is men
tioned ; sherr y parties, guest-night dinn ers, fo llowed by dancin g or 
some oth er form of entertainm ent. On e lvless had an "A t H ome" and 
enquir ed from us the names and addr esses of ex-Q. As . in th ei r area, 
as th ey want ed to welcome th em to Q. A. D ay. 

N o wonder th at t.he milit ary and oth er guests are g lad th at Q. As . 
have an official " D ay" of th eir ow n now . 

Q. As . have always been noted as goo d hostesses ! 
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Reminiscences 
Sub Cruce Candida, Malaya. 

On visiting a hospital in Malaya soon after the Japs surrendered, I 
was "introduced" to a little Malay boy about seven years old who 
was the hospital mascot and called "Charlie." 

This was his story, pieced together by information from various 
Malay coolies who had known the boy's family. 

He and his mother and father were taken by the J aps and put in 
a camp. He saw his father and mother beheaded, and was so frightened 
that he ran as hard as he could out of the camp. Being a child, no one 
bothered about him. He was found approximately two years later in 
the jungle. He had lived by himself in the tree s ; his legs were bent, 
his under-jaw over-developed like a monkey, his hair matted and long. 
He fought like a wild tiger when found, and had to be held down 
by male orderlies. He could not speak anything that anyone could 
understand, but made noise s like an animal. Gradually he was taught 
to speak again. His legs were stra ightened and he was made to eat 
like a civilized person. He became extremely quick and intelligent 
and, except for his rather monkey-like face, it was hard to believe 
that he had survived two years alone in the jungle at the tender age 
of five, and had with care and understanding been brought back to 
normal. 

A Matron's Dilemma. 
Walking down the corridor of one of our large ho spitals, I met two 

orderlies escorting a patient, whose mental condition had given some 
cause for anxiety. "What are yo u doing up here ?" the patient asked 
me. "Did you die too?" I said "No"-but thi s answer was not 
accepted. "How then did you get here ? Have you been a good 
woman ?" Taking pity on the orderlies who were attempting to 
suppress their grins, I hastily made my escape, but could hear all down 
the corridor a louder and increasingly doubtful voice: "But has she 
been a good woman ?" 

Mistaken Identiry. 
Do you remember being taken for lascars when the rescue boat 

came up to the lifeboat, and saw us with our faces and clothing all 
covered with oil ? 

Jn the D.rys of Old. 
Bath Lists were maintained in all wards, and one day a patient flatly 

refused to take his turn. The orderly reported this indiscipline to the 
Sergeant-Major, who came and ordered the patient to go at once and 
have a bath, but again there was a sullen refusa l on the score that a 
bath had been taken the week before. "You'll have one thi s week as 
we ll," said the Sergeant-Major. "I am the Sergeant-Major, and I have 
to have two baths a week. How the hell would you like to be an 
officer and be obliged to have one every day ?" 
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A.R.P., 1914-1918. 
Open trenches had been dug near by, but no stee l helmet s issued. 

We were told to hold our enamel washing basins over our heads, and 
proceed to the trenches in the event of an air raid. The alarm went one 
evening just as we were retiring to bed. Most of us obeyed our orders 
to the letter, but after the raid was over, and I was just about asleep, 
there was a knock at my door. It was a Sister in great distress, with an 
enamel chamber pot firmly fixed on her head, which she had for some 
time been trying in vain to remove! We struggled and struggled, and 
finally, by snipping out bunches of hair here and there, regardless of 
style, off the thing came to sighs of relief from us both. 

Samples from our Post 
"Why not have paragraphs of Reminiscence s, grave and gay ?" 
Grand-adopted ; but we would like to receive Reminiscences 

rather than have to hunt for them. 
"I hope it will become more interesting in future issues." 
So do we, but it is up to you to make it so. 
"It is very small and thin." 
A face-saving device, dear member. We believe that expansion 1s 

better than diminution. 
"What about pithy little bits of information of general interest to 

members, contained in about one sentence ?" 
Tres bon. Thank you for the examples. 
"Why be anonymous ?" 
It was ignorance, we fear, not modesty. 
"Why not start a Members' Contact Bureau ?" 
We have been doing that since the day we started. We shall gladly 

put anyone in touch with members whose names appear on the List, 
or we would attempt to find old pals if their names are not on the List. 

"Why is my name not in the Members' List?" 
lt is-yo u watch for it. 
"I like the cover very much. I can't quite make up my mind which 

should be my Pin-up Girl." 
Take them in turn, A. G . 
"The cover is a monstrosity." 
Sorry, old boy, taste s differ. 
"What about a Hatching and Matching column?" 
You will see we have started already . 

"I cheered to see your gay GAZETTE, 
Lapped up your newsy chat, 

Admired your elegant quintette, 
Each in a different hat ; 

And wrote at once to shout for more 
From Q.A.R.A. Nursing Corps." 

Thank you, Padre. 

"I think the Gazette rather a puny effort." 
It s digestion is good. Plea se help to suppl y it s nouri hm.ent and 

it will soon become a health y toddler. 



A Letter from Kinara) Malaya 
Assocr A TION members may be int erested to hear something of our 
unit in this tropical spot so far away from, and so very different from 
home. 

Of course, you won't "have a clue" as to where Kinara is. No 
wonder! It is the nam e of what was formerly a rubber plantation, 
about nine mile s from Kuala Lumpur, the capital of Selangor State 
in Malaya. 

The Briti sh Military Ho spital is a hutted one of two hundred and 
fifty beds, recently built on thi s site. Several tin mines are adjacent to 
us on two sides, plus their hid eo us galvanized iron dred gers and 
large areas of clay-coloured water and bog, for the tin is washed out 
of the sand in running water. Behind us are plantati ons of rubber trees, 
a background of dull green. The ho spital and me sses are enclosed 
by a wire fence, ten feet high, which can be electrified if neces sary . 
Guards at the gate check all entrances and exits, for this is bandit 
country. The wards are airy, with plenty of large ceiling fan s. The 
messes are also spaciou s and cool -very nece ssary in this climate 
where the temperature rises almost daily to well over 90 ° all the year 
round, and the humidity can be nearly 1 00 per cent. Yes, it rains, 
inches at a time, practically every day, and the large open drains 
become roaring torrents. The se drain s, by the way, are a frequent 
cause of accidents. We hav e our hazard s : the Communist bandit s, 
and the traffic in Kua la Lumpur ! Dail y paludrine prevent s malaria, 
though it doe s not stop th e too-friendly anophela- from biting. 

The troop s face man y dangers with the courage and humour one 
has learnt to expect. Casualties are brought in frequently, having been 
shot at by the Communists. The medical wards also are kept busy as 
the result of thi s jun g le warfare, for we admit number s of bad cases of 
scrub typhu s, Weil's disea se (thank God for chloromycetin !), 
"N. Y.D. Fevers," and the occasiona l malaria and dysenter y. The 
skin ward is invariabl y full, tinea being commonest trouble, for 
how can the feet, and the sk in generally, be kept dry in a climate 
where even the shoes grow mould overnight ? A large proportion of 
our patient s are Gurkhas-gallant, smiling little slant-eyed men, and 
wonderful so ldiers . 

A great advantage of the life in Malaya is that th ere is no lack of 
native labour-Chinese, Indian and Ma layan. It is such a joy to have 
an amah to do tho se ch ores which at home to ok up so much of one's 
precious off-duty. 

Kuala Lumpur is a large town with some decora tive Eastern 
bui ldin gs-some almost too " Hollywood"-go od shops and cinema s; 
number s of congested native street s, with perpendicular sign s in 
Chinese scr ipt s ; a colourful mixed pop ulation , and goods at astro
nomical price s ! 

We carry on with our work, and a certain amount of play, in thi s 
unsettled country, which is neither at peace nor fully at war, and where 
the future is so uncertain. 

We send greetings and good wishes to Q.A s. past and pre sen t. 
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Association Brooch 
T HI S I S now ava ilable for memb ers in silver metal with scarlet 
ename lled bor der and doubl e pin fas tenin gs at back for ease wh en 
wearin g suspend ed name di scs at meetin gs , functi ons, etc. Pric e 
2s. 6d., pos t fr ee. 

Memb ers will be int eres ted to know th e history of th e cross in th e 
Asso ciation broo ch. It is th e D anish cros s o r the D annebrog, meanin g 
" Th e Strength of D enm ark. " 

Thi s cross is asso ciated with H er Ma jesty Q ueen Alexandra, who 
was a D anish Princ ess at th e tim e of her marriage to th e Princ e of 
Wa les (later Kin g Ed wa rd VII ) on 10th March , 1863. She becam e 
th e first President of th e Q. A .I. M.N.S. wh en it was inau gurat ed in 
1902, and her name is still perp etu ated in the titl e of the Q .A .R. A .N.C. 

The origin of th e D ann ebrog is int erestin g . Kin g Wa ldemar fo ught 
a grea t battl e with th e Es tonians in 1 219, at th e out set of which hi s 
army was on th e point of being heav ily defeated. The moment was 
critical , so W aldemar p rayed to G od fo r help. Imm ediately he saw a 
great whit e cross in th e sky on a bloo d-re d backgrou nd . Thi s he 
interpr eted as a p rov ident ial sig n for hjm to renew th e battl e w ith the 
assurance of vic tory . H e told hi s army of th e vision, and with fo rtified 
st reng th the y wen t forwa rd to compl ete victory. 

Eve r sinc e then th e white cross on th e red gro und has been th e 
blazo n of th e Na tional Fl ag of D enm ark. 

Ode to Confused Males 
Poor Lam bs ! Yo u ·ve never und erstoo d 
Th e rank s of A rm y Wo manh oo d. 
Yo u 've always cried "W hat do we say 
W hen int ro ducin g a Q. A. ?" 

Yo u knew with "S ister" what to do, 
But with "Co mm and er" you'd no clue. 
Th e wor d "Co nt ro ller" caused a moa n ; 
Yo u missed th e lot- left rank alone. 

Yo u flound ere d on in perfect bliss, 
Yo u labelled all and sundr y "M iss," 
And so to help and give you poise 
We've had to take you r ranks, dear boys ! 
At last you 're roused and up in arm s, 
Peterboro ugh 's column vo iced your qu alms, 
And lett ers to the E dit or state 
"W hat's th e Co mbatant A rmy's fate?" 

T ake cheer, you need not be pe rplexed, 
T he ra nks are clear- do not be vexe d . 
Ou r Co lonels, we make bold to say, 
W ill not your Capt ains lead ast ray. 
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Do you know that-
THE No RM AL military rank titles have replaced the "stagey" and 
much disliked titles gra nt ed previou sly to nurses and other women 
officers in the Army ? 

Amo ng our members we have at least one mother and daughter 
pair? 

The Q.A.R.A.N.C. At Home for serving and retired Regular officers 
is being held on Monday, 2rnd May, 1950, at 3.30 p.m., at the Hyde 
Park Hotel and the Ann ual Dinner of Regu lar officers, pa st and 
present, is at the Connaught Rooms, Great Queen Street, Kingsway, 
W.C.2, on the same day at 7.30 p.m.? Dinner tickets price 18s., on 
app licatio n to Q.A.R.A.N.C. Officers' Club, Room 125, Lansdowne 
Hou se, Berkeley Square, London, W. 1. 

The Q.A.R.A.N.C. Association have pre sented four clocks to the 
Victory (ex-Services) Club , Seymour Street, London, W.2, from 
pa st and pre sent member s of the ursing Services of the Army? 

You ave eligible for membership of thi s Club? 

In the list of the President s of the '"' 
be fou nd the names of Dame Svcl · 
Wilkinson, the first anrl 1, 

in-Chief, Q.,A .Tu 

ollege of Nursing will 
'ne and Dame Louisa 
.n of office as Matron-

A , c:ry hne bus· '-<ucen Alexandra, modelled from life for the 
Paris Exh ibiti on of 1884 by Aristide Fontana, was presented to the 
Association, and with the approva l of Lad y Oliver, the kind donor, 
has been give n to the Q.A.R.A.N.C. Depot, Liphook? 

Friends, please note 
Mr s. Pat Bryan (nie Margaret Powell), at Exeter, a second daughter 

on 19th January, 1950. 

Gazelle Editors (temporary): 
Adm inistrator , Association: DA11E Lo u rsA W1LKINSON, D.B .E. , R.R.C. 
Hon. Secretary, Association : i\ [ rss J\I. B. CLELLAND. 

Head Office : 
2 0 J o hn Tslip Street, Millbank, Lon d on, S.W. 1 

GAZETTE issued quarter ly. Subscription 5s. per annum . Ava ilable to members 
and non-members. 

Association Br ooc h, zs . 6d. each , available to members on ly. Quote membership 
numb er on order. 

Gale & Polden Lid ., The Wellington Pre ss, Alder shot . 2527-M. 
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