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Editorial 
WE ARE launching out on to unknown seas, not one ofus responsible 
for this new venture, the Q.A. AssocrATION GAZETTE, has ever done 
anything of the sort before ! No wo nder we wanted the comfortable 
feeling of security engendered by your assured financial support before 
we finally weighed the anchor. In return it is our ambit ion to give 
you what you want as far as the limited space and our abi lity allows. 
The moving spir it of the Association is friendship, our aim is to keep 
in touch with old friends and to create new ones . 

The Q.A.l.M. .S. have often longed for a magazine of their own 
and now that they have become the Queen Alexandra's Roya l Army 
Nursing Corps it seems an opportune moment to make the attempt . 
The contents of the first issue of the GAZETTE are by no means neces
sarily typical of all that future editions may evolve. 

The colour block of our cover-how do you like it? It is at least 
individu al, but it is expensive and what is more we propose to ring the 
changes on it as and when we can. Still, it and its successors, if any, 
remain our property and will perhaps help us with other specula tions 
in which we may indulge to recuperate our finances in time of need. 

Of course the Associatio n badge design is a friendly sight for all of 
us and will be sure of a welcome. Brooches are being made from it 
and will be available short ly for sale to members. 

We await your candid criticisms, your contributions of ideas and 
lit erary efforts. We faintly hope that our post bag may perhaps contain 
a word or two of encouragement, even praise, though in this respect 
we are prepared to fo llow the examp le of our fellow-countrymen and 
accept austerity fare if we must. Maybe the cargo we shall land at 
your ports in due course will evoke pleasurable anticipat ion and turn 
out to be somethi ng worth having . \Xiait and sec. 

The Annual General Meeting 
THE ANNUAL General Meeting of the Association is to be held on 
Wednesday, 220d March, 1950, at 2.30 p.m., at 20 John Islip Street, 
Mill bank, S. W . 1. Tea will be availab le if we may be notified ten days 
previously of your intention to be present. 
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. News Notes from the Branches 
S O RR Y, THERE aren't any, neith er news notes nor branch es-ye t . 
Branch es th ere will be as soo n as ever Assoc iation H eadqu ar ters can 
ge t th em star ted , for each one for med will lessen th e weight at the 
cent re and , wh at is very mu ch more imp or tant, will create more 
perso nal co ntacts betw een memb ers and bett er opp or tuniti es for 
carrying out th e Asso ciation aim of holdin g out th e hand of friend ship 
to our memb ers . 

What a lot th ere is to do and prep are for an offsprin g ! It is astonish
ing ! Pro babl y it is just th e inexp erience, not ha ving had any kind of 
offshoo t before and certainly because of pare ntal anxiety to make 
th e way smoo th fo r th ose about to be. 

It is th ought th at Scotland is go ing to be th e first-born Branch 
with the Mid land s foll owin g on. Th ey will not be tw ins- we cann ot 
do with that. Per haps th ere will be news notes from th em both in th e 
next G AZE TT E. 

Th ere is eve n th e possibilit y of an A ust ralian Branch . W e were 
delighted to hear that ex-A rm y Sisters th ere hold a Q. A. Reuni on 
once a year and at their last meetin g in Melb ourn e no less th an twent y
seven turn ed up . Nee dless to say our ind efati ga ble H eadquarter s have 
followed thi s up but th ere has · not been tim e for tangible results. 
We are loo kin g forw ard to so methin g fr om Austr alia. 

Th e H onorary Secretary would be very glad ind eed to hear fr om 
the ·'exs " in oth er areas, at home or ove rseas ; and wher e are the 
serving memb ers in thi s ? Th ere have been hu sky whi sper s, ve ry 
indi stinct we fo und th em, about a certain gro up of Q .A. R. A.N .C. 
taking th e initi ative in fo rmin g a Branch and brandin g it deepl y 
with th eir name. \Vo uld a tin of vo ice pastilles he lp, th ough it is 
feared our Cent ral Committ ee might object to our Benev olent Fund 
settin g up in co mp etiti on with Mr. Beva n at a shillin g a tim e ! 

Army Sisters} Memorial 
OW I NG TO the fo rmatio n of th e Briti sh E mpir e ur ses' Me morial 
Fund , it was felt to be imp ossibl e to launch an app eal for th e Arm y 
Sisters' Me morial until that was well establi shed. It was realized that 
thi s would seriously limit our effort s but th e positi on was accept ed as 
inevitable. Th e Fund , which was sub scrib ed to by relati ves and friends, 
amount ed to £3 ,000-o dd and the Co mmitt ee, after much deliberati on, 
decided to use th e money in th e followin g manner :-

(a) A marble plaqu e, g iving th e names of two hundr ed and ten 
Sisters wh o lost th eir lives durin g th e war, was placed in th e 
Chapel at Millbank. Th e plaqu e was simi lar in design to th e 
Sister s' Memorial of th e 1914-1918 war near by, th e names 
being arra nge d und er th e badges of Q.A .1.M.N .S., Reserves 
and T.i\.N.S. 
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(b) J\. History of the Army Nursing Service is being written by 
Ian Hay, the cost being defr ayed by the Fund and all profit s 
from the sale of th e book will go into the Fund. It was hoped 
that the book would hav e been ready for publication by 
Chr istma s, in which case it would have considerably helped 
man y of us with our Christmas present problems. 

(c) Grants are being given to assist serv ing or ex-Service Sisters 
with expenses of post-graduate and refresher courses, or for 
similar purposes . In 1948 three were given to the value of 
£65, two ex-Reserves and one T.A.N .S. Sister being the 
recipients . Jn 1949 thirt y-two gra nt s were awarded of 
vary ing amo unt s tota lling £690, twentv- one being given 
to ex-Reserves, nine to · ex-T.A.N .S. and tw o to Regular s . 
Grants will continue to be given unt il the Fund is exhausted. 
In this way the money will be used to assist tho se who 
serve d with the Sisters commemorated by the Fund. 

The un veiling ceremony of th e plaque took place on 28th Mav, 1949, 
at 2.30 p.m. The small Chapel, beautifull y decorated with flowers
mainly scarlet carnations-b y the Principal Matron and Sisters of the 
Q.A . Headquarters Mess, was crowded to capacity, and man y visitors 
were standing round the entrance . Sisters in grey and scarlet acted 
as ushers, and severa l were in the choir with men of the R.A.M.C. 
They also formed a guard of honour for the representative of Queen 
Mary, Commandant-in-Chief, Q.A.R.A. .C., Dame Louisa Wilkinson, 
Matron-in-Chief, 1944-1948, and now Controller Commandant of the 
Corps. 

The Chaplain-General, Canon F. L. Hughes, conducted th e serv ice, 
dedicating the Memorial which was unveiled by the Chief of the 
Imperial General Staff, Field-Marshal Sir William Slim, who paid a 
tribute to the work of the Sisters in the war. The service was simp le, 
impressive and moving, the crowded congregation joining in singing 
the hymns and psalm, the bugles of the Royal Army Medical Corps Band 
sounding the La st Po st and Reveille. 

Wreaths were laid by the Matron-in-Chief, Senior Cont roller 
Thomson, for all serving officers, Q.A.R.A.N.C., and by Dam e 
Katherine Jones, Matron-in-Chief, 1940-1944, for all war-time Sister s. 
The Adjutant-General, Sir James Steele, with Controller Hobkirk, 
Deputy Director, W.R.A.C., placed a wreath on behalf of the men and 
women of the Ar my . The Director -Ge neral Army Medical Service s, 
Lieut.-General Sir Neil Candie, laid the tribute from aJl ranks of the 
Ro yal Army Medical Corps. 

Others present were the Dowager . Lady Ampthill, for so many 
years representing the Territorial Association on the Q.A. 1\rmy 
Nursing Board, and Colone l Fletcher Barrett, Officer Commanding 
Q.A. Military Hospital , Millbank. 

Good photograph s are available of the two Q.A. Memorial Plaque s 
1914-18 and 1939-45 wars, separa tely or together, if anyone de sire s to 
have them . Price 5s. 

After th e service all the visitors were entertained to tea by the 
Matron-in -1,bief and nursing sisters in the Headquarters Mess. 
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Reunion 
1 T I a comm on opini on that reunions are always popular, at least 
with the majorit y. How often one think s of thi s and that station and 
then begin s to wonder where so and so is, did she marry and has she 
any childr en. 

How much busier the post offices wo uld be if we ftequentl y wro te 
to all the colleagues with whom we so happil y worked th ro ugh th e 
wa r years. When would we ge t don e th e imm ediate jobs whjch keep 
body and soul toge th er if we did what so often we would like to do, 
sit down ar:.d write reams of reminiscences to th o~e who knew and 
endured us in all moo ds durin g th e past years ? 

The se unfortunat ely too infr equent reunions help to compensate 
thi s lon ging for new s of assoc iates of th e pa st. 

The first reunion after the war was held in Feb ruar y, 1946, at 
Slaters, in Ken sington Hi gh Street, and another was held in January, 
1947, at Chez Augu st; both th ese were organized by th e Matron-in
Chief's Departm en t of the War Office. The y were mo st successful 
and brought back many old memories of war-time comradeship and 
expe rience s. Th e popul arit y of these meetin gs was proved by th e 
imp atience for another which man y ex-Serv ice Sisters showe d · by 
gett ing one up for th emse lves at the H yde Park Hotel in June, 1948. 

From thi s happ y meetin g th e Q. A. Benevo len t Fund benefit ed to 
the extent of £36 5 s. 4d. which was sent to us by Miss Rout, the 
Secretary. A much appreciated gift. 

Then came the first reuni on und er th e auspic es of the Assoc iatio~, 
and Miss Rout, now a mem ber of th e Cenrral Committee, agafn 
undertook th e orga nizing; and what a troubl e she had ge ttin g a 
suitable place for the numbe rs we hoped would att end. L ond on is full 
of large and spacious buildings, and it was airily s2id by mo st of us 
that there would be no difficult y in finding the right plac e. Unfortun
ate ly this was not so easy . \X/hat th e hotels wanted to provide was a 
banquet and not a simple littl e tea par ty. Some were willing to provide 
tea for two or thre e hundred, but when aske d to cater for twic e that 
number they refu sed. Thi s will explain the over crowdin g of London
derry Hou se which wa s finally found for us by Messrs. Searcy Tansle y 
Ltd., who did the catering and supplied, I think you will agree, a very 
nice tea. It was und oubt edly a crush and it is hop ed that next time 
we shall succeed in findjn g a larger plac e with the extra space needed 
to find old acquaintances without sacrificin g any of th e ameniti es 
necessary for a real old ge t-t oge ther. It is hoped that you were no t 
discouraged on 17th September last by only managing to see the 
back of the per son in fr ont of you when you were despe rately look ing 
for old friend s. 

J\la s and alack, no profi ts result ed ; ind eed, a small deficit. But 
never mjnd - be sure and come to th e next merry meetin g, wherever 
it may be. 
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Our Credentials 
MOS T REG n1ENT S and Co rp s in th e Arm y have th eir own Asso ciations 
with fri endl y asp irations similar to our s. It is very fittin g n ow th at the 
Milita ry N ur sing Serv ice has incr eased it s statur e by becomin g a 
Roya l Ar my ur sing Corps that it, too, should have a di stinct org ani za
tion for th ese activiti es. In the past th e Matro n-in-Chi ef 's D epar tm ent 
at the W ar Office und ert ook the work but th at ha s beco me imp oss ible 
with th e incr ease of ex-m emb ers who serve d in \'v'orld Wa r II and th e 
different type and vo lum e of work the departm ent mu st und ert ake 
with the change d statu s of th e Co rp s. 

Many month s ago , on 1 rth O ctober, 1948, pr ecisely, thi s H ead O ffice 
was ope ned. Files and corres pond ence were transferr ed fr om A .M.D.4 
W ar Office and work for th e Asso ciati on beg an in it s own tw o ve ry 
pleasant roo ms in 2 0 J ohn I slip Str eet, Lond on . Th e wind ows face 
Mars ham Stree t and loo k over th e top s of th e buildin gs to th e spi re of 
\X/estmin ster Cath edral. With th e help of kind fri end s we have 
accumul ated furni shings which succeed, we h ope, in giving th e office 
a homely imp ress ion to our visitors. On e visit or di scove red we had 
no clock and in two days one appear ed on our mantelpiece. Th ere are 
tea cup s of pr e-war manufactur e, a pseud o-silve r teapot and seve ral 
oth er home comfor ts. Our first experience with th e teap ot almos t 
end ed in a case of poi"sonin g, but th at trage dy was happil y av oided. 
For some weeks we did not p ossess a kettl e so with th e help of an 
electric imm erser wa ter was boiled in th e teapot fo r our coffee. On thi s 
first mornin g th e co ffee had a st ro ng flavo ur of str aw and was by no 
means ag reeable to th e eye or palate. Repeated was hin g had been of 
little ava il to co unt era ct the effects of many month s of bein g stuffed 
with st raw and Indi an st raw at th at! Perseve ranc e wo n in th e long 
r un and, anyway, we now have a kettl e and stove , so all is well. 

Settlin g dow n to ro utin e and collectin g all necessary office eqi:tip
ment did not take long. Our one big headache was bu yin g a type
writ er out of our small inco me. A kind fri end, to wh om th e Asso ciation 
owes much, loaned us his por table which I am afraid we kept for 
rath er a long tim e whil e we searche d hard fo r one we could afford. 
Th en a casual rema rk mad e to a lady in n o way conn ected with eith er 
the Q .A. R. A. .C., or typewr iters, pro du ced one fo r £ 18. Thi s we 
ra ther dubi ously bo ught and listened to fo r many a day with suspici ous 
expectations, which to thi s very day have not been fulfill ed despi te 
th e fac t th at th e machin e has been worke d very hard and is still go in g 
st ro ng. 

After th e first month our memb ership was 2 60 . It is now 1,891, and 
we thin k th at it is high time th at numb er was doubled. W/ e have 
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succeeded in contacting old friends for many members and, incident
ally, for some folk wh o are not members. We think that was all above 
board. As far as we could ascertain the inquiries had no connection 
with tradesmen or Scotland Yard. \Xie are very proud to have several 
South African War veterans as member s. These ladie s served with 
Princess Christian's Army Nursing Reserve which was in being prior 
to the reconstitution of the Army Nursing Service in 1902 as 
Q.A.I.M.N.S. Several of our colleagues have been most helpful in 
visiting sick or lonel y members in their district s. These visits hav e 
brought great joy and we are most grateful for thi s practical friendship . 
Some of the annuities taken over from A.M.D-4 have been increased 
and monetary gifts have been sent to other memhcrs who in thefe 
expensive days have little to spare for anything but the barest nece s
sities. Small gifts have been sent or friendly inquirie s made when we 
have heard of the illne ss of any of our members, but many cases are not 
brought to our notice and might prove too numerous for our small 
band of helpers. Thi s is one avenue where Branches can do so much. 
Through friends who visit South Africa we have received many food 
parcels which have been divided up and sent to some members to eke 
out the rations for one which are so difficult to live on. Other parcel s 
from Canada have been promised and if the new restrictions in South 
Africa permit, we hope to see some more from there thi s winter. It will 
help us considerably if members will bring names and addresses 
to our notice and indicate how they think we could be helpful. 

After our first experience it has been found, as is so often the case, 
that th eory is different from practice, and not a few alterations have had 
to be made. In future all members, whether serving or not, will be 
issued with a membership card, a different colour for each succe ssive 
year. Primro se yellow for 1950. New life membership card s will be 
sent out shortly as the current ones are out of date, because of the 
changes which have taken place in the Nursing Service. They will be 
smaller and more easily tucked into one's purse than the present type. 
Our Chairman is busily employed along with other arduous dutie s in 
o rgani zing Branches, both at home and overseas, and will be pleased to 
know of any members who would like to form a Branch in their 
district. 

Promotions & Appointments 
IT r s not yet possible to provide for publication lists of appointments 
and postings of officers. Owing to the present period of reconstruction 
of the Corps, such information would be out of dat e before reaching 
the Association and ther efore misleading. 

Jt is hop ed that the se lists will be ava ilable before the next issue. 
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to 1949 
THE H rSTORICAL development of nur sing service in the Army from 
its inception in 1854 until present day can be traced by definite stages 
through four major war s and the intervening years of peace. Each :11ar 
in turn has added to our experience, widened our field of service, 
strengthened and consolidated our position withi~ the Army struct~re, 
while the intervening years have given opportunity for reorganization 
and reconstruction based on the knowledge ga ined during war. 

Thus we find that th e Crimean War was the direct cause of the 
employment of tr ained nur ses in militar y ho spi tal s and following the 
Crimea, th e formation of an authorized recognized Army Nursing 
Service toge th er with an Army ursin g Re serve . 

On the outbreak of the South African \'{/ar the Ar my Nursing 
Service, now considerably augme nt ed by the Reser ve, was able to 
mobilize some 1,400 women to nurse the sick and wounded soldiers in 
this campaign and once again as a result of the war, step s were quickl y 
taken to enlarge and impro ve the ur sing Service of the future. In the 
report of a committee formed to consider the project, the following 
ex tract is of intere st:-

" It has now been recognized that a further extension of the 
female nursing system in peace is nece ssa ry, and that the abi lit y 
of female nurse s in war is capable of an extension hitherto not 
contemplated." 

As a result of thi s committee the Queen Alexandra's Imperial 
Milit ary Nursing Service was estab lished by Royal Warrant on th e 
27th March, 1902, with revised conditions of service pay and allow
ances and definite officer statu s. A uniform, badge, ribbon and motto 
were officially approved and a clearly defined position give n within 
th e Army organization. 

Formation of the Q .A. 1.M.N.S.R. and the T.A. .S. quickl y 
followed, the se two serv ices adopting th eir own individual uniform, 
badge, and ribbon, but keepin g in main pattern to the parent orga niza
tion so as to be of immediate help in time of emergency. 

The first week of th e 1914-18 war saw the Combined nr sing 
Service mobilized for dut y with the Expeditionary Force, and throu gh 
the years they serve d on every front, in every campaign . 

Another war over, the Q.A.I.M.N.S. once again set about a pro 
gra mme of reconstruction, and th e intervenin g years of peace brouoht 
abo ut imp ortan t but in comparison less spectacu lar changes in ~ur 
histo ry, certain revision of uniform, pay and allowances, conditions of 
serv ice, was _accomplished but the main reconstruction was the very 
valuable add1t1on to the parent Q.A.T.M.N.S. of th e Military Families 
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Nur sing Service and th e Qu een Alexand ra's Military N ur sing Service, 
India . 

1939 found us a service where me mb ers we re in , bu t not of, th e 
A rm y, civilian wo men with relative officer rank who never theless 
accept ed to a large exte nt th e res ponsibiliti es of Ar my administ ration, 
and orga nization. 

Aga in th e thr ee Ar my ur sing fo rmations for med toge th er to 
nu rse th e fightin g serv ices in th e 19 3 9-4 5 war, serv ing in every cam
pai gn fr om Iceland to th e Pacific and nur sing sick and wo un ded of 
eve ry caste, creed and co lour, friend and enemy alike. 

For th e fou rth tim e, yet anoth er wa r behind us, we are goi ng thro ugh 
a period of reo rga nizati on, once aga in th e expe rience gained, th e 
lesso ns learned, are being used to help reco nstruct the u rsing Serv ice 
of th e futu re . Th e way of all life has cha nged comp letely as a res ult 
of th e past war and we in particu lar are att empt ing to adju st our life 
to fit the new pattern with out los ing the l raditi on of th e o ld. 

Some of th ese readju stm ent s are already in being , we are now one 
of th e th ree Corp s which toge th er form th e A rmy Me dical Serv ice, 
and as such we are self-admini stere d and in th e near futu re we hope 
to be self-contained with ou r ow n wo men o ther ran ks. · 

H oweve r, while th e oth er rank p rojec t is in th e pro cess of bein g 
establi shed and to add to our Co rp s for mation, a D epo t and Tra inin g 
E stabli shm ent has been found ed and gra du ally built up dur ing th e past 
two year s. Thi s found ation is co mm on to ali A rmy unit s othe r th an 
ours elves : it for ms th e home of th e Cor ps or Regiment co ncerne d . 

Thi s D epot has fou r main wings which deal with Basic and Adm in-
istrative T ra inin g , H oldin g and D raftin g, ur se Tra ini ng and an 
H.Q. staff. 

In keeping with modern meth ods of spec ialized p repara tion fo r wor k 
of any type, th e newly joined Q. A. of today is taught by a basic 
tr ainin g cour se how to fit int o th e Arm y st ructu re and to app roa ch 
milit ary nur sing with an assur ed unders tandin g of th e backgrou nd of 
her patient in her particular ro le of officer and nur se. 

E very aspect of A rm y life, meth ods, reg u lations, orga nizations, and 
admini st ration is explained. H ospit al ro utin es are taught and visits 
are made to otheL unit s of int erest, in oc ulations and medical inspections 
are give n, personal docum entation is co mpl eted, and uni for m out 
fittin g is superv ised. 

It is of int erest th at after a month in th e D epot the average new 
officer weighs four to six pound s more and is grea tly imp rove d in 
ge neral health, du e to P.T ., drill parades and a more outd oo r life 
than usual and the large appetit es th at natu rally foll ow. 

Th e more senior Q .A. return s to th e D epot to receive in structi on in 
admini str ation, bo th element ary and ad vanced, to equip her for 
futur e admini st rative app ointm ent s. Aga in eve ry subject of milit ary 
admini st ration is g iven, an d th e senior Q. A. is full y p repa red to 
und er take furth er resp onsibilit y stage by stage in her career. 
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The Nurse Trainin g Scheme is another po st-war recon struction o ( 
great importance to us. Under the direction of a Chief Tutor, a number 
of qualified Sister Tutors cover the world, and each is responsible for 
the urse Training in her area. At the R.A.M .C. Depot Q.A. Tutors 
staff a Pre liminary Training Centre where every recruit receives 
nursing instruction as part of his basic trainin g . It is hoped to establish 
a similar centre in our own Depot when the Q.A. other rank section 
is formed. 

The Sister Tutors are found from within the ranks of the regular 
officer seconded to civil organizations for the necessary training to gain 
a University Diploma. Preliminary trainin g course s are given in the 
Depot by the Chief Tutor to equip and select those officers likely to 
qualif y. 

Thu s th e nur se training of the nursing orderly is brought into line 
with the training of the student nurse in civilian teaching ho spitals and 
all curriculi an d time tab les have been revised accordingly. It is hoped 
that in the near future thi s nurse training will be accepted by the 
governing authority as reco g nized training towards State Regi stration. 

D etail s of the other rank scheme are not possible until the official 
inaugurati on takes place, but the coming of the project is widely 
known, and great interest is being shown by prospective candidates 
and many Service parents now foresee a useful and progressive future 
for daughters whose chosen career lies in nursing. 

The future of T.A. .S. is in process of reconstruction, and again 
it is not po ssible to give details of the scheme at thi s stage . 

An attempt has been made in these notes to show how Nursing 
Service in the Army progre ssed stage by stage throuohout the ninety
six years of it s existence in one form or another. c, Each period of 
reconstruction has been fostered by the nece ssity to keep abreast of the 
times and the scope for development is not yet nor ever can be com
plete in such a Service. 





THE official ceremony of th e opening of The D epot 
and Training Estab lishmen t Q. A. R.A.N.C., 
Ont ario Camp, Hindh ead , by Th e Adju tant 

General to the Forces, Sir J ames S. Stee le, K.C.B., 
K.B.E ., C.B., D .S.O., M.C., Ll.D . will be held on 
Wednesday, Septe mb er 13th, at 3 p.m. 

The ceremony will includ e a Drum Head Serv ice 
conducted by The Chaplain-General to the Force s, 
Rev . Canon F. LI. Hu ghes, C.B ., C.B.E., M.C., T.D., 
M.A., (T.A .) K.H.C. 

It is ve ry much hoped that as many Q.A. Asso
ciation members as poss ible will come and visit The 
D epo t on that day. 

A dmi ssion by ticket 4/ 6d . to include tea and 
transport to and from Liph ook Station for th ose 
travel ling by train, or Anchor Hot:el, Liphook, for 
motor coache s. Visitors are requested to be seated 
by 2.45 p.m. Car Park avai lable. 

Appl y with remittanc e to: 

The Ad jut ant, 
The Dep ot & T. E. Q.A.R .A. .C., 

Ontario Camp, 
Hindh ead . 

Chequ es and P.O s. payable to The Command ant, 
The D epot & T. E. Q.A .R.A .N.C. 
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